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To all whom it may concern:.
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Be1t known that I, JOHN KRIWANEK, a citi-
zen oi the United States, residing in the city
and county of San Francisco, State of Cali-
fornia, have invented an Impmvement in
Reading-Stands; and I hereby declare the fol-
lowing fo be a. full clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the same.

- My invention relates to a rea,dmfr-stand or
support for books and the like.

It consists of a foldable and adjustable
frame, an adjustable stand having tubular
sleeves, an arm adjustment carried thereby
and upon which arm the book-holding frame
is also adjustably secured.

My invention also comprises details of con-
struction, which will be more fully explained
by 1'eferene-e to the accompanying drawings.

Figurelis a view of the stand. Fig.2is zm
end view of the folded frame. Fig. 1 is

- view of the stand with the rack in pommon
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and extended, showing in dotted lines the
manner of foldmcr
the rack folded.

A is a base of sufficient size and weight for
steadiness, and 1 is a standard fixed to said
base. Upon this standard a sleeve 2 is slid-
able, and upon the outside of the sleeve 2 a
second sleeve 3 1s independently slidable.
The sleeve 2 serves to extend the standard to
any desired height and is secured at any point
by a set-screw 4. Thesleeve 3 serves for the
adjustment of the book-holder and enables
the user to turn it to either side, and this
sleeve is locked by a set-screw at 6.

A bracket 5 is carried by the sleeve 3, and
between the ends of this bracket is pivoted a
segmental head 8, turnable upon a pin 7 and
having a rod 9 extending outwardly from it
and adapted to fit in the tubular sleeve 15 of
the book-rack. This sleeve is slidable upon
the rod 9, so that the rack may be moved to
or from the supporting-standard. Thus if

the person using the apparatus is sitting in

a chair the rack may be moved close to the

stand, or if the person is lying in bed or upon

a couch it can be moved farther, sliding upon

FIU‘ 218 an end view of

‘

can be extended over the couch and in a con-

venient position for the user.

At any point of adjustment the rack is fixed

by a locking thumb-nut, as at 16, and if the

weight of the book is considerable the rack

may be further steadied by means of a chain
14, baving one end connected with swinging
ring 13 upon the upper end of the sleeve 3.
The opposite end is attached to a hook or
other convenient fastening upon one of the
vertical sides.of the rack. |

In.order to adjust the rack to any desired

i angle, the semicircular head 8 is turnable
upon the pin 7, and it has holes 10 around

1ts periphery, into any one of which a pin 11
may be introduced, passing through Corre-
sponding holes in the bracket 5. Pin 11 is
conveniently suspended to the bmeket by a
chain, as at 12.

- Alono' the lower edge of the rack extends

- a shelf or support 17, upon which the lower

edge of the book may rest and a similar fold-
able shelf or ledge 18is connected with the
opposite side, so that by simply turning the
rack around the standard either side of the

rack may be presented to the front, and be-

ing properly adjusted either of the support-
ing-ledges may be used to rest the book upon.

19 is a leaf hinged totheledge 17 and stand-
ing up, 8o as to retam the lower edges of the
leaves of the book in place.

The vertical side bars 20 and 23 are made
of angle-iron or other suitable metal, having
upturned edges, as 21 and 24, to give them
the requisite stiffness. There is also shown
a strip 27 hinged upon the part 23 and turn-
able, 80 as to stand up in line with the edge
of the book upon whichever side of the rack:
1t may be placed. The lower ends of the bars
20 and 28 are pivoted to the lower part or
support by pivet-pins 22 and 25, upon which
they are turnable. One or both of these pins
may have a thumb-nut by which theycan be
serewed up tight to lock the parts when they
are in position for use. The upper ends of
the side bars are connected by bars or links
sl and 34. The bar 34 has a slot 36 made

the rod 9, so that while the smnd 18 at the | lengthwise in if, and the bar 31 has a pin 82

side of the bed or ecouch the book-holding rack

passing thmurrh the slot and slidable in it.
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| A-ndtch is made in the lower side of the bar
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~upon pin 25 and 29 upon a pin at 30.
‘bar has a longitudinal slot made in it at 38,

31, and a corresponding lug upon the ends of
the bar 34 enters this notch when the two

bars are properly extended and in line with
each other, and this serves to hold them in

position. Dlatronal brace-bars 29 and 37 are
pivoted at opposite corners, 37 being pivoted
The

and a pin 29* upon the bar 29 is slidable in
this slot to allow the parts to be folded or ex-
tended, as will be hereinafter described.

39 and 42 are bars, one of which is pivoted

to the bar 37 at 40 and the other is pivoted

to the bar 29 at 29*. 'The ends of these bars
are forked, as shown at 41, so that when

- tarned into position apprommately parallel

20

with the side bars of the rack these forks en-

gage the top and bottom bars, respectively,

and this, in connection Wlth the diagonal
brace, makes a sufficiently rigid support for
the parts of the rack. Each of the bars 39

~and 42.have an arm 45 hinged to slides 44,
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which are adjustable up and down upon ver-

tical bars 39 and 42, and they are thus ad-

justable to suit any size book that may be
placed upon the rack.

The outer ends of the arms 45 ha,ve the ﬂaps
46 hinged to them and turnable, so that the
arms 45 being turned over the top of the

book these ﬂa,ps 46 may be turned down over |

the front to retain the leaves in place.

47 18 a spring-clamp, of which there may be
one or two, and these are adapted to take.
hold of the leaves of the book and hold a num-
ber of them together, if desired.

The rack may be folded to occupy a small

the top and bottom bars of thelaek and caus-
ing them to lie palallel with the diagonal
arms 29 and 37.

The slots 38 and 43 allow the parts to slide

- upon one another, so as to lie in proper posi-

45

tion. The top bar is then bent downwardly,
the pin 353 moving out of the slot in the bar

31, and these bars may be folded upon this,
a8 shown in dotted lines, and also folded

- upon the bars 29 and 37, the whole being laid
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parallel with the parts 17. When this has
been effected, the bar 26 may be folded down
over the others, and by loosening the thumb-
nut 16 the rack can be removed from the sup-
porting-standard and will then occupy a po-
sition similar to that represented in Fig. 2.

The advantage of the construction is the
easy adjustability,reversibility,and ease with
which it ean be packed into a small space for
transportation.

Having thus described my invention, what
Iclaim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 1s—

1. The combination in a book-support of a
vertical standard, a sleeve slidable thereon,

-
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a second sleeve slidable and turnable upon

the first, a bracket, means for fixing it upon

the second sleeve, a pivoted adjustable arm

projecting from the bracket; a book-holder

having a sleeve at the bottom adapted to fit
the adjustable arm and flexible connection
between the upper part of the sleeve and the
upper part of the book-holder.

2. A book - supporting frame, a tubular

sleeve extending horizontally across the base
of the same, a rod upon whiceh the sleeve is

slidable, means for holding the sleeve in its

adjusted position, a vertlcal support, adjust-
able connections between thesupportand the
rod, and adjustable connections between said
SUpport and the upper portion of the book-
supportmﬂ' frame.
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A book-suppor tconsmtmwof abook rack

or holder a vertical adgustable standard, a

sleeve turnable and adjustable thereon, hav— |
-Ing a bracket and an adjustable support at

the lower end, and ﬂemble eonuectwn with
the rack at the top.
4. The combmatlon with a stand and snp-

porting means, of a rack consisting of bars

pivoted and flexible, said rack ’having a tu-
bular sleeve along its lower edge adapted to
fit the support from the stand, and means for
adjusting the angle of the rack with relation
to the stand.

5. The combination of a standard, a sleeve
adjustable and turnable thereon, a book-1 ack

- having a sleeve extending alonﬂ' its lower
{ edge, meansconnecting the last—named sleeve

with the lower portion of the first -named
sleeve, and means connecting the upper por-

_ tion of the rack with the upper portion of said
space by first turning the arms 39 and 42
about their pivots, dlsenn'afrmﬂ' them from |

first-named sleeve.

ledges for the lower edﬂ*e of the book, SIde

| ba.rs pivoted to the ends of said bottom bar,
~a top bar consisting of two flexible and ad-

justable bars connected together,having their

“upper ends pivoted to the tops of the side

bars, a diagonal two-part brace-bar and ver-
tical adjustable intermediate bars pivoted
thereon, and having their ends forked and

| adapted to engage the top and lower bars of
“the rack.

7. A book-rack consisting of a bottom bar
with ledges upon opposite sides adapted to
support the bottom of a book, side bars piv-
oted to the ends of the bottom bar, a top bar
made in two parts flexible and shdable upon
each other, having their top ends pivoted to
the tops of the Slde bars, a diagonal brace-
bar pivoted at opposite angles of the frame,

Intermediate bars pivoted -to said diagonal

bar and foldable thereon, said bars having
forked ends adapted to engage the top and
bottom bars of the stand, short supplemental
arms having flaps at the outer ends to engage
and hold the book -leaves, slides movable
upon the intermediate bars to which slides

6. A rack consisting of a lower baxr having
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said arms are hinged, so as to be folded and | for adjusting its angle, S&ld rod ﬁttmg the 10

unfolded, and &djllst&ble up and down on
the bars.

8. The combinationinabook rack and sup-
port, of a vertically-adjustable standard, a

tubularsleeve turnable and adjustable there-_
on, a foldable and reversible rack-having a
“tubular bottom sleeve, a bracket carried by

the standard with a pivoted rod and means

sleeve of the rack which 1 18 supported and ad
justable thereon.

In witness whereof 1 have hereunto set my
hand
| J OHN K RI-WANEK'._, o
_Wltuesses: = S
S. H. NOURSE,

"H. F. ASCHECK.
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