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To all whonv it may concern:
Beitknownthatl,JAMES HOOKF

aR COLLINS,

“acitizen of the United States,residing at Nash-

1O

ville, in the county of Dav 1ds,011 and State of
Tenne%see, have made certain newand useful
Improvements in Fruit-Drier Trays, of which
the following is a speecification.

My mventlon is an improvement in fruit-
drier trays or trays designed especially for
use in drying fruit; z—md the invention con-

~ sists in cerfain novel constructions and coms-
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-the frames are racked. -

binations of parts, as will be hereinafter de-
scribed, and pointed out in the claims.

~In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view showing a number of the frames racked
up by mounting them one upon the other.
Ifig. 2 is a top plan view of one of the frames.
Fig. 5 18 a partial cross-section on about line
3 3 of I'ig. 2, showing the hinged leg by which
one side of the frame can be elevated. Fig.
4 is a detail cross-sectional viewon about line
4 4 of Fig. 3. Fig. & is a detail elevation of

the outer side of one of the corners of the

frame. Fig. 6 is a detail sectional view illus-
trating the inner side of one corner of the
frame. Fig. 7 is a detail bottom plan view of
one corner of the frame. Fig. § is a detail
top plan view of one corner of the frame, and

Fig. 9 illustrates a simple manner of elevat-

ing the frames a few feet above the ground.
- The several frames are constructed alike,
so the description of one will answer for all.
- The improved frame is made with corner-
pieces A, which are flanged or socketed to
form seats for the base and top rails B and
C, and each corner-piece is provided in its

upper side with a socket at D to receive the

lower end K of a leg If, also provided on each
corner-plece, so the frames can be racked one

upon the other, as shown in Fig. 1, with the

ends or tenons K of each frame resting in the
socket D of the frame next below and the leg
¥ of each frame resting upon the corner-piece

of the frame next below so the several frames

of the rack will be held together in the de-
sired relation, and space will be afiorded be-
tween the several racks for the circulation ot
air, so the drying operation can proceed when
In constructing the
corner-piecesitis preferred toform them with

- the upright side plates A’ at their outer sides,

with the portions A® at the juncture of the

el

corner portion A? asshown in Fig. 8.

plates A’, as show

and C, the ends of which rails abut the solid
I also
prefer to core the corner-piece A%and the leg
and tenon which extend below and in aline-
ment therewith, as indicated in dotted lines
in Ifig. 1, as thereby I lighten the corner-
piece and furnish the socket at 1 to re-
ceive the tenon K en the lower end of the
lee. . The base-rails B rest upon the base-
plates A3 of the eorner-pieces and are rab-

beted in their upper face from their in-

_ n in Fig. S, and with the
base-flanges A3, forming seats for the rails I3
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ner edges to receive the foraminous bottom -
. These bottom pieces may be of cane,

wood, metal, or other material.
pleferred to. form the bottom of wire woven
as shown in Figs. 7 and 8, and the bottom I8
secured Wlthll’l the mbbets of the base-rails

by the top rails C and the bolts H, which se-

It may be

70

cure the rails together and to the corner-

pieces and also pass through the bottom, as
The top r.:uls
serve to prevent the fruit Trom falling off.
A central rail I extends from side to SIde_.
of the frame below the bottom and operates
to prevent the

will be understood from Flﬂ' G.

same from sagging.
side of the frame I provide a hinged leg J,

which is preferably hinged at J’ to the cen-

At one

.

8o

tral cross-raill at a pomt near the side of the
frame, so its opposite end J* can be lowered

to rest upon the ground. to elevate one side
of the frame to any desired dewree to ﬂ'et the

direct rays of the sun.
As shown

feet from the ground. When so supported,

35 |

in Fig. 9, several of the racks

may be suppmted upon rods K, rested in
forked uprights L, when it is desued to sup-
port the frames at a height of two or three

the frames may rest with their legs extending '

below the rods K to prevent displacement of
the frames, as will be understood from Fig. 9.

It will be understood from the drawings
that the frames are so constructed that in

case of rain during the day the frames can
be easily and qmckly racked up, as shown
in Fig. 1, and covered or placed under shel-

ter. YVhen taken into the house at night,
the frames can be racked one upon the other
to any desired height, taking up but very lit-

tle space, and as there will be from three to

four inches space between the frames when
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- the house.

racked up

By this improvement troublesome seaffolds
and the use of 0ld shed-roofs can be dispensed

with, the fruit can be dried in a short time,

will be kept perfectly clean and free from

~trash, and will when dried be much brighter

10

(5

~ of the corner-blocks to receive tenons on a

20

and better than that ordinarily secured.
‘Having thus fully described my invention,

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by

Letters Patent, is— I o |

- 1. The herein-described drying-frame com-

posed of the corner-pieces having the corner-
. blocks, and the legs depending therefrom and |-

provided at their lower ends with tenons E,
and having such corner-blocks, legs and ten-
ons cored providing sockets in the upper end

mating frame, such corner-pieces being pro-
vided with upright side plates and with in-
wardly-projecting base-plates, the base and
top rails fitting to said corner-pieces and

: abutting at their ends against the corner-

25

~edges, the foraminous bottom resting at. its
~ edges in said rabbet and below the top rails,
and the bolts securing the parts together, sub- -
stantially as and for the purposes set forth.
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blocks, and the base-rails being supported at
their lower ends on the base-flanges of the
sald corner-pieces and having in their upper
faces rabbets extending from their inner

2. In a drying-frame, a corner-piece pro-
vided in its upper end with a socket and at

~its lower end with a depending leg adapted
to rest upon the next lower corner-piece and

- having a projecting tenon to fit within and

formed to turnin the socket of said next lower

corner-piece when the frames are racked to-

-gether whereby in racking the frames to-
gether, a projecting tenon on the uppermost |

‘the fruit will continue to dry in

697,237

frame may be fitted in the proper socket of

the top frame of the pile and swung on said

tenon as a pivot to bring the frame into full
register with those already racked, substan-
tially as set forth.

- 3. A drying-frame composed of the rails,

45

the corner-pieces having seats for said rails,

the foraminous bettom, the bracing-rail ex-

{ tending below said bottom between the sides

of the frame, and the leg pivoted to said brac-

ing-rail near the side of the frame and ar-

ranged for adjustment to elevate such side of
the frame, substantially as set forth.

~ 4. The combination in a drying-frame, of
the corner-pieces having corner-blocks and
base and side flanges projecting therefrom and

arranged to form seats for the rails, the base-

rails fitted to said seats resting upon the base-
flanges and abutting at their ends the cor-
ner-blocks, the foraminous bottom resting

upon the base-rails, the top rails resting over

the foraminous bottom, and the securing de-
vices, sabstantially as set forth. A
9. Adrying-frame comprising corner-posts,
having upright portions and lateral horizon-
tal seat-plates for the rails, the rails secured
upon the said seat-plates, and a foraminous
bottom, substantially as set forth.
6. A drying-frame comprising the rails, the
foraminous bottom, the corner-pieces having
upright portions provided at one end with the

sockets and at their other ends with the ten-

ons, to enter the sockets of the next frame,
and also provided with lateral seats for the
rails, substantially as set forth.

JAMES HOOKER COLLINS.

1 Witnesses:

- Jas. K. PoLk,
R. L. BASKETTE.
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