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To adl whom it may concern:
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Be it known that I, EDWARD A. BURNS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Hart-
ford, in the county of Hartford and State of
Connecticut, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Contribution-Boxes,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to collection- boxes
used for taking up contributions of money
and the like in churches and other places,

- the object of the invention being the provi-
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sion of an improved device of this kind.

A further object of the invention is the pro-
vision of a collection-box so constructed that
the amount or character of each contribution
deposited therein may be readily determined
by the person carrying the box.

A further object of the invention is the
provision of a collection-box so constructed
that ready access may be had to the interior

thereof for the purpose of making change and

for permitting the contents of the bo*c to be
removed.

Further objects of the invention will be set
forth in the detailed description, which now
follows.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 0 1is
a longitudinal vertical section of the collec-
tion-box.
tion npon line 2 2 of Fig. 1. Iig. 518 a trans-
verse vertical section upon line 3 3 of Fig. 1,
and Fig. 4 18 a perspective view of a plate
heremafter described. -

Like numerals designafte similar palts
throughout the several views.

Dem? nated by the numeral 5 i1s a box-like
receptacle having a hinged inwardly-flaring
cover, constituting a hopper 6, and carrying
a handle 7, secured thereto by screws or other
fastening devices 8. This handle hasa bore
9, in which is fitted ‘a rod 10, the outer end of
said rod entering a slot 11 in the handle 9,

and a pin 12 passing through a perforationin |

said end of the rod and being secured by riv-
eting or otherwise at 13 153" to plates 14 14/,
and said plates, the pin 12, and the rod 10
being capableof a longitadinal shifting move-
ment for a purpose hereinafter described.
Carried by the inner end of the rod 10 is a
plate 15, secured to said rod by a screw or
other fastening device 16, a washer 17 being

Kig. 2 1s a transverse vertical sec-
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the head of said fastening device.

interposed between the face of the plate and |

This plate
15 comprises a vertical wall 15" and a pair of

wings 15° 155 projecting from said wall, these 55

wings having cam-surfaces 15* formed upon
their edges and ‘‘dead” or inactive portions
15° between said cam-surfacesand the wall 15'.

Lids 18 18, hinged at 18® and 183, respec-

tively, are carried by the cover 6, said lids

6_0

being provided with stops1919’, respectively,

and said stops abutting, when the lids are
open, against other stops 20 20/, as shown by
dotted lines in Fig. 2, and which stops 20 20’
are composed of leather or other suitable ma-
terial to deaden tho noise and cushion the
impact of the lids when forced open. These
lids constitute a false bottom to the cover,

and while I prefer to employ them the inven-
70

tion is not limited to their use.
In Fig. 1 the lids 18 18" are illustrated in
their closed positions, the pin 12, plates 14

14", and the winged plate 15 hav1nn' been
Shlfted to the 119‘ht in which position the in- -

‘active portions 155 of the mngs 15* and 15°
“support said lids.

When it is desired to open the lids to pre-
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cipitate coin or other representatives of value -
placed thereon into the receptacle, the plates:

14 14', the rod 10, and the winged plate 15 are
shlfbed to the left in Fig. 1, which will re-
move the inactive por tions of the wings 15%
15°% from beneath
them to drop by gravity to the position illus-
trated by dotted lines in Fig. 2, the stops 19
19" abutting against the stops 20 20, as 11919-
inbefore desmlbed |
When it is desired to dose the lids, the

plate 15 is shifted to the right thlouﬂ‘h the
medium of the rod 10, pin 12 and plates 14

14', thereby causing the lids to travel up the
cam-faces 15‘1,carmed by the wings 15° and 15%,
until they assume their closed posniﬂns

- "T'o further aid in rendering the operation
of the box noiseless, I have prowded a resili-

sald lids and will permit

30

20

95

ent washer 25 upon the rod 10 intermediate

the plate 15 and a wall of the box, said washer

serving to cushion the impact of the plate as
the plunﬂ'el is shifted to the left in Fig. 1,
and I have also provided a covering of fa,buc

-(mdmated at 26) for the bottom of the box,
said fabrie serving to deaden the nmse of the

falling coins.
From the above descl 1ptwn it w1ll be seen

100




2

g

10

that in this improved collection-box ready
access to the interior thereof may be had

“through the hinged cover and that whatever

money may be placed upon the lids is subject
to the inspection of the person carrying the
box before it is pr eelpltated into the interior
thereof. |

While a handle of special conetl uction is
shown and described, it is distinetly to be un-

derstood that my mventmn 18 not limited
thereto norisit limited to the specific devices

- carried by said handle for controlling the

15

~ vention.

movement of the false bottom, for other de-
vices may be employed as substitutes for
those shown without departure from the in-

a hinged cover constituting a hopper nor to a
plurality of plates for formmﬂ' a false bofttom

~ to said cover, for it ineludes within its pur-
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view any means for movably connecting the
cover to the receptacle and any false bottom

- for temporarily retaining the contents of the
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- covering said slot;

cover for purposes of mspeetlon
- Having thus described my 1m ention, what
I claim is— | |
1. Ina eolleetion—box,the combination,with
a receptacle, of acover; afalse bottom forsaid
cover; ahandle; and means movably mounted
011 ‘rhe handle for actuating the false bottom.
. Inacollection-box the combination,with
a receptacle, of a cover; movable lids earried

by said cover; a handle rigid with the recep-

tacle; a movable device constructed to con-

trol the movement of said lids; and means
car 11ed by the handle f01 actuatlnw said de-

vice.
3. Ina.eolleetlon box the combination,with
a receptacle, of a pair of hinged lids; a han-

dle; and means movably mounted on the han-

dle f01 actuating said lids. |

4 Ind,eolleetlon box,the combination,w ith
-a receptacle, of a false bottem stops for lim-
iting the movement of said false bottomn, a de-
vice for closing said false bottom; a handle;
and means movable on eald h&ndle for actu-
ating said device.

5. Ina,c,ollectmn_ box,thecombmatlon,wnh
a receptacle, of a handle having a bore; arod
movably mounted in said bore lids movably

connected to the receptacle; a,nd means con-

trolled by the rod for actuating the lids.

6. Inacollection-box,the eembmatwn with
a receptacle, of a handle having & slot and a
 longitudinal bore eommumeatmn‘ with the

slot and the interior of the receptacle, of a rod

mounted in said bore; a hand-grasp connect-

ed to the rod; a cover; a false bottom to said

~cover; and means controlled by the 1od for
actuating said false bottom. |

7. Inaeolleetlon -box,the combination Wlth
a 1eeeptaele, of a handle having a slot; pla,tes

‘Neither is the invention limited to

a rod; means for connect-_

697,231

B ing said plates fo the rod; and lids controlled
; by the rod.

8. Ina collection-box, the eombmatlon,mth
a receptacle, of a handle a rod carried by said
handle; a winged plate carried by said rod;
and a false bottom actuated by said plate.

9. Inacollection-box,the combination, with
a receptacle, of a movable plate having a
cam-surface; and & false bottom actuated by
sald plate. |

10. In a collection-box, the combination,
with a receptacle, of a movable cover; stops
carried by said cover; a pair of lids hinged
to the cover; stops carried by said lids; a han-
dle; a rod carried in a bore of said handle; a
movable plate having cam-surfaces, and car-
ried by said rod; and cam-plates carried by
said handle and conneeted to said rod.

11. In a collection-box, the combination,
with a cover for said box of a false bottom
for said cover; a handle; and means movably
mounted on the handle for controlling the
movement of said false bottom.

12. In a collection-box, the combination,
with a hinged cover constlbutlnn‘ a hopper; of
a false bottom for said cover;
means carried by the handle for aetua,,tmw
said false bottom.

13. In a collection-box, the combmatlon

{ with a receptacle, of a cover movably mount-

ed on said receptacle; a false bottom carried
by the cover, and opening by gravity; and
means for positively closing said false bottom.

14. In a collection-box, the combination,

- with a receptacle having a handle, of a cover

a handle; and |
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hinged to said box;a false bottom composed '

of movably - mounted plates carried by the
cover; a device having cam-surfaces for actu-
ating said plates; and means carried by the
handle for actuating said device.

15. A collection- box consisting of a recep-
tacle; a false bottom; a handle; a device for
closuw salid false bo_ttom and means mov-

able on the handle for aetuatinﬂ' sald device. -

16. A collection-box eonmstmﬂ‘ of a recep-
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tacle; a false bottom opemnﬂ'by gravity,and

upon whleh contributions may be deposited ;

| & movable device for closing said false bot-

tom; and means for acmatmw sald mova,ble
dewce |

110

17. A collection-box consisting of a recep-

,taele, a cover; a false bottom compeeed of

plates mov&bly connected to said eover;
means for actuating said plates; and a device
for actunating said means.

In teetlmony whereof I affix my Sln'natme

in presence of tno witnesses.

ED WARD A, BURNS

' \«Vltnesses | |
FRANK G. CAMP: BELL,
- WM. P. LARAWAY.,

I15




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

