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UNITED STATES

BENJAMIN F, WASHBURNE,

OF ROCKFALLS, ILLINOIS.

FARM-WAGON BODY.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 697,225, dated April 8, 1902.
| Application filed Ootober 17, 1901, Serial No, 78,921, (No model.) .

To all whonv it maly concern:

Be it known that I, BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
W ASHBURNE, & citizen of the United States,
residing at Rockfalls, in the county of White-
side and State of'Illinois, have invented an

Improvement in Farm- Wagon Bodies, of {

which the following is a specification.

My present invention relates to improve-
ments upon the devices shown and described
in myapplication for Letters Patent filed Au-
oust 12, 1901, Serial No. 71,688.

The present invention relates peculiarly to
devices for holding the end-gate sections be-
ttween and to the sides and extension sides
and connecting the said parts so that they
are securely fastened together for use, and
vet so that any one or more sections may be
quickly disconnected.

I provide corner angle-plates in pairs upon
the end-gate sections, whmh project beyond
the ends of the sides and extension sides and
overlap. In the overlapping portions I pro-
vide loons or portions that are bent outward,
and in the portions connected to the end-gate
sections and adjacent to the looped portions
1 provide mortises, and locking-levers of pe-
culiar form are connected to the end-gate sec-
tions and upon said corner angle-plates, and
latch angle-plates are adjustably secured to
the sides and extension sides. These latter
plates pass through the looped portions of the
corner-plates and through the mortises, and
they are engaged by the locking-levers.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a rear eleva-
tion representing my improvement. Kig. 2
18 a partial side elevation at the rear of the
wagon-body. FKig. 3isasectional plan atx «
of Fig. 1. Fig. 41s a sectional plan at v 4 of
Fig, 1.

of the same, and Fig. 7 is an elevation of a
lateh angle-plate of modified form. Figs. 3
to 7, inclusive, are of exaggerated size for
clearness. :

a represents the bottom of the waﬂ'on-body,
provided with the usual cross—bemer b.. ¢ ¢

are the sides, and d d' and e ¢ the extension |

sides. fis the lower section of the end-gate
or shoveling-board, and ¢ the middle section,
and £ the upper section of the same. £, /, and
m are strap-hinges in pairs on the end-ﬂ'a,te
sections f, g, and L. 2 is the lower hmﬂ'e-a

IFig. 5 18 a rear elevation of the con- |
necting devices, and Fig. 6 a side elevation

I plate, 3 the double - ended bayonet -slot in

the same, and 4 the hinge-pin, and f' side

plates upon one end of the lower section fof

the end-gate and which side plate is curved
atits lowm end. These parts are the same
as corresponding parts in applications nele-
tofore made by me.

- Figs. 8to 7,inclusive, show in large size the
Speeml features of my present impr ovement

| pr ovide corner angle-plates in pairs n n/,

o o', and 7 ' upon the respective end-n'ate
sections 7, g, and A.

yvond the same and beyond the extension
sides, and overlap. They extend sufficiently
beyond the extension sides to receive the ends
of said sides between the ends of the end-
gate sections and the overlapping portions of
the corner angle-plates. (See Kigs. 3 and 4.)
Vertically the ends of the said corner angle-
plates comeinto opposition when the end-ﬂ'a,te
sections are in place, and the edges of the
overlapping portions of said corner angle-
plates are bent outward to an appreciable ex-
tent, so that the entrance between the over-
la,ppm
sections 1s facilitated. These corner ann'le—
plates, with the exception of their 1engths, are
all made alike, being reversed upon the oppo-
site ends of the sections. Kach corner angle-
plate is provided with a mortised portion 5 In
the part secured to the end-gate section and
parallel therewith, and each one is provided
adjacent to said mortised portion with a
looped or outwardly-bent portion 6 in the
overlapping part that is at right angles to the
part connected directly to the end—mte sec-
tlon

¢ represents locking-levers, alike, but re-
versed. These are secured to the portions of
the corner angle-plates connected to and par-
allel with the end-gate sections. Hach lock-
ing-lever comprises a portion of circular form
having a curved cam-rib 10 (seen to best ad-
vantage in the section Fig. 3) and a handle

portions and the ends of the end-gate
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‘T'hese are secured to the |
respective ends of said sections, project be-
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portion depending and normally occupying a

vertical position by gravity.
7 represents the pivot-pins of the locking-
levers.

I pro?ide_ latech angle-plates s, preferably

having mortises 8and connected by attaching-
bolts 9 to the sides and extension sides, said
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mortises providing for a longitudinal adjust- |

ment within reasonable limit. The straight
longer portion of each latch angle-plate s lies
flat upon the surface of the side of the wagon-
body, and the bent or angular end projects
beyond the end of the side and is adapted to
pass through the mortised portion 5 of the
corner angle-plate and to occupy a position
In the looped or outwardly-bent portion 6 of

‘said corner angle-plate, and in the position

of the parts shown in the drawings a curved

groove in the inner surface of the said angle-

plate s is engaged by the cam-rib 10 of the
locking-lever ¢ in performing its function of
holding the sections of the end-gate to the
sidegsand extensionsidesand preventing rear-
wise or vertical movement, it being a fact
that the corner angle-plates, with their over-
lapping portions, when the parts are brought
together prevent a separating or sidewise
movement of the sides and extension sides

~ with reference to the end-gate sections.
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I have shown ribbed corners to the latch
angle-plate s, Figs. 3, 5, and 6, and in Fig. 7
I have shown on the same part not only the
ribbed corners, but a ribbed surface. This
ribbed characteristic is solely for the pur-
pose of strengthening and stiffening the part
to prevent accidental change of shape or dis-
tortion, and I may or may not emplov the

SAme.

It will be apparent from the construction
1llustrated and from the foregoing deseription
that the parts are not only very easily con-
nected, but very readily disconnected, said
disconnection being effected by simply im-
parting to the locking-levers a quarter-rota-
tion to bring the cam-ribs thereof free from
engagement with the free ends of the angle-

plates s, after which any one or all of the end-

gate sections may be moved rearwise with re-
lation to the sides and extension sides of the
wagon-body.
I c¢laim as my invention— |

1. In a wagon-body, the combination with
the sides, the bottom and an end-gate section,
of corner angle-plates secured to the ends of
the sald section projecting beyond the same

to receive and overlapping upon the ends of |

697,225

the sides, and devices attached to the sides

50

and adapted to pass through the said corner

angle-plates and other devices pivotally con-
nected to the said corner angle-plates and
adapted to engage the aforesaid devices in
connecting the parts, substantially as set
forth. _

2. In a wagon-body, the combination with
the sides, the bottom and an end-gate section,
of corner angle-plates secured to the ends of
the said section projecting beyond the same to
receive and overlapping upon the ends of the
sides, said corner angle-plates having mor-
tises and looped or outwardly-bent portions,
and lateh angle-plates secured to the sides
and adapted to pass.through the looped and
mortised portions and project beyond the sur-
face of the corner angle-plates, and pivoted
locking-leversadapted toengage the free ends
of the latch angle-plates in connecting and
holding the parts together, substantially as

set forth.

3. In a wagon-body, the combination with
the sides, the bottom and an end-gatesection,
of corner angle-plates secured to the ends of
the said section projecting beyond the same
to receive and overlapping upon the ends of
the sides, having mortises in the rear portions
that are secured upon the said end section
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and looped or outwardly-bent portionsin the

overlapping ends of said angle-plates and ad-
jacent to the mortises, latch angle-plates con-
nected to the sides by bolts passing through
mortises therein and which provide an adjust-

ment, said lateh angle-plates passing beneath

and through the looped portions and mortises

85

and projecting beyond the surface of the cor-

ner angle-plates and pivoted locking-levers
with gravity-handles and cam-ribs secured to

the corner angle-plates at the ends of the end

section and adapted to engage grooves in the
free edges of the latch angle-plates in con-
necting the parts and securing the same to-
gether, substantially as set forth. - |
Signed by me this 11th day of October, 1901.
BENJ. F. WASHBURNE.

Witnesses:
M. L. WASHBURNE,
J. M. BICKFORD.
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