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UNITED. STATES

PaTent OFrICE.

CLARENCE W. HOWARD, OF KIRKWOOD, ILLINOIS.

TRIPOD OR STAND.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 69_7,147, dated April 8,1902.
' Application filed August 9,1001, Seria] No. 71,453, (Nomedel>

To all whom 6 Qi CONCEFTL:
BeitknownthatI, CLARENCE W. HOWARD,
a citizen of the Umted States,residing at Ku*k-
wood, in the county of \?Varren and State of
Illinois, have invented a new and useful T'ri-

pod orStand, of which the following is a clear,

full, and exact description.

My invention relates to tripods or Stands
adapted toserve assupports for photographie
cameras,surveyinginsiraments,and otherap-
paratus, and has for its object to provide a
simple construction by which the tripod-legs
when spread may besecurely braced and w hen
folded may be. beemely fastened together.
The mechanism in which I embody my inven-
tion and by which I accomplish these purposes
will be hereinafterfully deseribed and the fea-
tures of novelty pointed out in the claims.

Reference isto be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-

cate corresponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1 isa perspective view of my tripod

supporting a photographic camera, the dotted

lines showing the tl*ip,od-legs parbly closed to-
gether. FHig. 2 is an elevation of my tripod,
showing the legs folded together, the camera
being removed and a cap or handle placed on
the head of the tripod. Iig. 3 is a detail of
part of the tripod-leg (, showing the econnec-
tion of the leg-bracing device therewith. Fig.
4 is-a longitudinal section of part of the tri-
pod-leg G showing the wedge V, which binds

the loose sleeve J tmhtly on the leg. Hig. 5
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is a cross-section of the leg G, taken on line
5 5 of Fig. 3. Fig. 6 1s a cross- sectwn of the
leg I, ta,ken on line 6 6 of Fi ig. 1.

In’ my tripod the legs G, H and I are pref-
erably made of round metalitubing and pref-
erably attached tothetripod-head A byspring
members ¥. The head A has, preferably, the
ordinarysocketand ball B, carryingtheshank

C, to which the camera D is attached in the |

ordinary manner. The head may also be fur-
nished with a cap orhandle W to be attached
to the head when the tripod is not in use, as
shown in Fig, 2, preferably by being screwed

on the head A. The legs G, H, and I are hol-

low and contain -extension legs or rods U,
which may be drawn out or in and are pref-
erably held in place by loose sleeves Q, which
when slid down on the legs compress the split

rods.

My improved spr eadmw-blace for the lews

10wel ends thel eof twhtly on the e*{tensmn-
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consists of a loose sleeve J on one of the legs

, to which sleeve are pivoted at IX X the rods
or arms L and X. The arm L is pivoted at

its other end tothe leglatY, and the arm X
. 60 .

s pivoted at its other end to the leg 1 at Z.

The arm M is pivoted at either end to the legs
I and I, respectively, at N and N and is joint~
ed in the middle by the hinge O, so that when"
the legs H and I are folded together the hinge

is bent upward and when these two legs are
spread apart the arm M is normally str a,lfrht
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and level, the stop P preventing the hmo‘e O

from descendmn‘ lower than the Dwots N.
When the leg G‘r is folded toward the other
legs, the sleeve J slides upward, and when the
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legs are spread this sleeve descends until it

18 stopped by asuitable stop on the leg x, pref-

erably formed in the shape of thewedge VY, .

which binds the sleeve tightly in position.
One of the extension-rods U has attached
thereto and near its lower end a binding de-
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vice R for securely holding the legs together

when the tripod is folded h&vmﬂ' the. rings.

S and T, each ring adapted to twhtly hold
the lower end of one of the extension-rods of
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the other legs. When the legs are folded to-
gether, the extensmn-rods U in the legs G

.and H are pushed in and the e*{tensmn rod

carrying the device R is drawn out of leg I

sufficiently to throw the device R farther

from the head A than the ends of the exten-

sion-rodsinlegs Gand H. Then the extension-

rod U being pushed in the leg I the rings S

and T pass over and around the lower ends

of the extension-rods of the other legs G and

H, and thus all the legs are tightly held to-

ﬂ'ethel
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1 have given the preferred form of con—-' o

struction of my invention; but it will be un-

derstood that I do not conﬁne myself to such

spemﬁc construction above detailed, and

shown in the drawings, but reserve the I'wht
to use any suitable construction to carry out
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my invention, particularly pointed out in the '

claims.
I claim— | : -
1. A tripod or stand consisting of a head,
legs, and a device for bracing the legs when
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spread which consists of arod or arm pivoted
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at one end to one of the legs and p10V1ded at |

its other end with a ring or Sleeve loosely en-
circling one of the 0131191 legs and adapted to

~ slide up and down thereon.

2. A tripod or stand consisting of a head,

legs, and a device for bracing the legs when

~ spread, which comprises a loose sleeve adapt-
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ed to slide up and down on one of the legs,
and a rod or arm pivoted at one end to said

‘sleeve and at its OB]JBI end to one of the other'

legs.

3. A tllpod or s‘raud eonmstmrr of a head
legs, and a device for bracing the legs When
spread, which comprises a loose sleeve adapt-
ed to slide up and down on one of the legs,

- and rods or arms each pivoted at one end o

- the sleeve, one of the rods or arms pivoted at

1ts other end to a second leg of the tripod,

~and the other arm or rod plvoted atits other
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end to the third leg of the tripod.

4. A tripod or stand consisting of a head,

legs, and a devicee for bracing the legs When
| qpread which comprises a loose sleeve adapt-

ed to slide up and down on one of the legs,

and rods or arms each pivoted at one end to

the sleeve, one of the arms or rods pivoted at

' 6'97,147 .

its other end to a second leﬂ* of the tripod
and the other arm or rod plvoted at its other

end to the third leg of the tripod, and also a

rod or arm pwoted at each end to the second

and third legs of the tllpod and havmﬂ' a

hinge in its mlddle

5. A tripod or stand comprising a head;
legs G, H, I; the leg I having the extensmn
rod or member U telescoped in said leg I and

slidable lonn*ltudmally therein; and on said
extension-rod near its lower end a member

comprising the rings S and T, said rings
adapted to tightly melose or enclasp the lowm

ends of the other legs G, I, when the legs are
folded together and said extension - 10(1 is

pushed in, and adapted to release said legs
G, H, when sald extension-rod is drawn out—
wald substantially as and for the ‘purpose
d(—"scubed

In testimony whereof I have swued my

name in the mesence of t,wo subseubmw wit-

nesses. |

OLAREN(JE XV IIO\VARD

Witnesses:

- R. W. HouUustoN,
R. D. TINKHAM.
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