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20 all whom it muayy coneeri:

Be it known that I, A1.0IS BEYER, acitizen
of the United States, residing at Chicago, in
the county of Cook and State of Illinois, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in IKey-Holders for Watchmen’s-Clock
KKeys, of which the following is a full, ¢lear,
and exact specification.

My invention relates to means for holding
keys employed for that elass of watechmen’s
clocks which are usually carried by the wateh-

men from post to post or station to station

where the key is located and the clock there
manipulated by means of such key, thus com-
pelling the watchmantomakehisroundsatthe
propertimein order toget tothe various kevs;
and my invention has for its primary object

‘toprovide improved and simple means where-

by such keys may be immovably fixed at the
post or station, and the watchman thereby
prevented from detaching the key and taking
it to a more convenient place for manipulat-
ing the clock at the proper hour.

A further object of my invention is to pro-
vide means whereby the key will be protect-
ed from dirt and detrimental atmospheriec in-
fluences. | |

With these ends in view my invention con-
sists in certain features of novelty in the con-
struction, combination, and arrangement of
parts by which the said objects and certain
other objects hereinafter appearing are at-

tained, all as fully described with reference

to the accompanying drawings and more par-
ticularly pointed out in the claims.

In the sald drawings, Figure 11is a perspec-
tive view of my improved key-holder in its
normal condition. Fig. 2 is a perspective
viewofoneendthereof, showing thekey with-
drawn in readiness to manipulate the clock.
Fig. 3 1s a longitudinal sectional view show-
ing the key in place in the holder; and Fig.
4 is a transverse section taken on theline 44,
Fig, 3.

In carrying out my invention I employ a
tube or sheath 1, which is secured at one end
to the building, wail, or other fixed part 2 by
devices which will permit the sheath 1 to be
turned into a convenient attitude for manip-
ulating the key and at the same time prevent
either the key or the sheath from being re-
moved.

bracket having a baek portion 3, through
which rivets or nails or other suitable attach-
ing devices 4 are driven into the wall or ob-
ject 2, and side portions or ears 5, which are
pinched together overthe heads of the serews
4 and are pivoted by means of a rivet 6 to a
flattened end 7 of the sheath 1, so that while
the sheath is pivotally attached to the bracket
the bracket may not be detached from the
wall without destroying or defacing some of
the parfts. | |

8 represents the key, which may be of the

usualoranysuitable form,but ofaform which

will pass into the sheath 1, and it is securely

attached to the outer end of a chain or other

flexible connection 9, whose inner end is con-
nected in any suitable way to a follower 10,
the means of connection between the chain
and follower being a U-shaped staple 11.
Arranged in the outer end of the tube or
sheathlisaring 12,whichconstitutesa shoul-
der, between which and the follower 10 is in-
serted a coil-spring 13, the spring surround-
ing the chain, key, and staple 11 and serving
to pull the same through the ring 12 and into
the sheath 1. To the outer end of the chain
9, however, is attached a knob or ball 14 by
means of a link 15 or other suitable flexible
connection, which passes, together with the
key 3, throughthering 12and intothesheath,

the outer end of the key resting normally

within the ring 12 and the ball or knob 14 be-
ing normally pulled against the outer end of
the sheath, so as to constitute a stopper for
closing the sheath and excluding dirt and
moisture. W hen it is desired to use the key,
therefore, it will be seen that the same may
be rendered accessible by simply pulling on
the knob 14, and when the latter is released
the spring will again pull the key into the
sheath and cause the ball or knob to close the
outer end of the latter.

Anotherimportant feature of my invention
1S a stop 16, which appears in the form of a
spur or hook struck out from the end of the
tube or sheath 1 and is adapted to engage in
one of the links of the chain 9 when thelatter
is pulled out, so as to hold the spring from re-
colling until the key has been used.

While I have described my invention as a
means for holding the keys of watchmen’s

This means preferably consists of a | cloeks, it will nevertheless be understood that
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| COlllblndtIOH of the key, the sheath 1 having
“aring 12 in one end thereof, the follower 10,
a ﬂomblo connection botween said follower

B {

 said key resting normally within said rmg, a |
spring sur roundmw said flexible connection
‘and bearing betweon said follower and ring
and aknob having operative connection with
said key and remaining normally outsado of
- said sheath, substantmlly as set forth.

2. In adowoe forthe purpose desonbed the}'
combination of a sheath, a yielding elastic

| .

20

oY 7,00

this is only one exomple of the many differ- | said elastw eonneotlon at the 1nner end of sald 25-_-f_

ent forms. of keys or other like objects that
‘mightbe held and protected by my invention.

‘Having thus deseribed my invention, what

Iclaim as new therom and desire to secure byg
Letters Patent, is— - -

1. In a,devwe for thopmpoqo desorlbed the

and key for drawing said key into said ring

connection in said sheath a key inserted in

said sheath and eonneotod at its inner end to
.said elastic- connection, a knob adapted to
. come against the outer end of said sheath and |
- an elonmted llnk con oeotmfr Sdld knob Wlth

-__.key, substdntlally as sot forth

3. In a device for the purpose desorlbed tho"'_:':f_ S

‘combination of a ke} , a sheath forcontaining =~ -
said key having one end flattened, a hracket-* o
-5, fastening demces passing. throun'h said -
'bracket 5, sald bracket having ‘ears ma,shed._, o
together ammst and pwoted to said flattened - -
end of the Shoath and covering said fastening -

devices soas to prevent access to the latter R

substantlallv as set forth.

4. Inadevice forthe purposo dosomhod the-_aj“fj“ |
combination of a key, means connected mth;_'
said key and having a flattened end, abracket -
5, fastening dovwos passing through said

-.braoket s::ud bracket having ears mashed to-

|- gether aframst and. pwoted to said flattened -

end a,nd covering said fastemnfr devices so
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as to prevent access’ to tho ]atter snbst.:m-_;
tla,lly as set forth | L
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