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Lo all whom it may concern: |
BeitknownthatI, FRANK M.STEUTERMAN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at St.
Louis, 1n the State of Missouri, have Invent-
ed a new and useful Folding Chicken-Coop,
of which the following is a specification.
This invention relates generally to boxes
and crates, and more particalarly to folding
or knocked-down boxes or crates.
1The object of this invention is to provide
a folding or knocked-down box or erate which
shall be exceedingly strong and durable when
open, and one which can be folded into a
very small and compact position when it is
folded for return shipment. S
~_Another object of the invention isto pro-
vide a box or crate in which the sides and
ends will be held in a vertical position and
prevented from folding outwardly, but at the
same time permitted to fold inwardly. |
Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a hinged connection between the cover
and sides, whereby the cover can be open
and held inavertical position and at the same
time prevented from folding outwardly: and

a still further object is to provide an im-
proved construction for closing the gateway |

of the cover and atthe same time locking the
sections of the cover together. |

With these various objects in view the in-
vention consists in the peculiar construction
of the various parts and in their novel com-
bination or arrangement, all of which will be
fully deseribed hereinafter, and pointed out
in the claims.

In the drawings forming part of this speci- |

ication, Figure 1 is a perspective view of a
box or crate constructed in accordance with
my invention, the same being set np ready
to receive poultry or any other article of mer-
chandise. Iig. 2 is a view showing the box
or crate folded or knocked down ready for re-
turn shipment. Fig. 3 is a perspective view
llustrating the box set up, the cover being
shown open. Fig. 4isa view illustrating the
manner of folding, showing the end sections
folded prior to folding the side and cover sec-

| —

tions. Fig. 5 is a perspective view showing

the end sections folded and also one side and
cover section folded, the other side and cover
section remaining in an open position. Tig.
6 1s a vertical sectional view taken through

the box or crate when arranged in a set-up

position, the cover-sections being closed or
locked. Fig. 7 is a detail perspective view
showing the sections of the hinge. Tig. S is

a perspective view showing the outer face of

the hinge. |

In carrying out my invention I employ a

bottom or base board A, to which the sides
B and ends C are hinged, and to the upper
ends of each side is hinged a cover-section D.
T'he bottom is solid, while the sides, ends,
and cover are preferably composed of a se-
ries of slats, as most elearly shown. The

slats of the sides are securely united to me-
tallic straps B3, while the end slats are con-

nected to similar straps C', said straps B’ and

C' terminating in a hinged section X, which

18 pivotally connected to the opposing hinged
section E', formed integral with the leaf E2,
which 1s secured to the sidesand ends of the

bottom. The section K is pivoted between

parallel lugs E’, and it will be noted that the
pivot is at a point to one side of the plane

‘within which the plate E? and strap B’ or !
This construaction of hinge permits

rests.
the sides and ends to fold freely inwardly
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and also maintains them in an upright or

vertical position when the said sides and
ends are swung ontwardly to an open posi-

tion, as most clearly shown in Figs. 1, 3, and

6. The slats of the cover are connected to

straps D', which are hinged to the upper ends

of the straps B’, as shown at D? said hinge

30

being of such construction that the cover-sec-

tions can fold inwardly, but cannot fold out-
wardly to a position beyond an uprightor ver-
tical one, as most clearly shownin Figs. 3, 4,

and b, Side, end,and cover sections are each

provided with corner-strips G, which also aid

in holding the said side, end, and cover sec-

tions in their proper open positions and do.

notintertere with the foldingjof the said sides,
ends, and cover-sections. Kach end is pro-
vided with two inwardly-projecting eyes H,
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adjacent to their upper edges, said eyes be- |

ing adapted to receive the pins K, carried at

the corners of the cover -sections, thereby
holding the said end and cover sections in
their proper relative positions when the box

or crate 1s set up. One section of the cover

has a gate-opening I., at one side of which is
arranged one or more depending staples, said

[O0




's:taples being adapted for

the bolts N, carried by the Strep O said strap
being plvotelly connected to an arm P, which

is pwoted at its lower end, as shown at P’, to

the bottom of the box or crete In order to
set up the box or crate the sides and endsare

~turned up to a vertical position, their hinges

10

outwardly.

preventing the said sides and ends foldmfr
The cover - sections are then
turned down, the pins K engaging the eyes

H, and, if deswed the arm P can be swung
‘up, brmﬂ'mﬂ' the sbmp O into the gate-open-

ing L, end the bolts N, brought mte engage-

" ment with the staples ‘M and similar staples

15
“to leck the cover - sections ﬁlmly towether

M’,arranged upon the opposingsections, serve

~The arm P also acts ds a ceutral support
| thereby preventing the cover being forced in

20

in case any heavy article should be placed
upon the box or crate when set up. When
it is desired to knock the box down or fold it

for reshipment, the cover-sections are first
opened to a vertical position, as shown in

"~ TPig. 4, and the ends arethen folded inwardly.

'Oue Slde and cover section is then turned

down, and the other side and cover section

18 then turned, as most clearly shown in
- Fig. 2, and the dewce when thus folded will

"’O

occupy very little space and can therefore be
easily transported. :

- It will thus be seen thatl pmvlde an ex- |

697,037

nﬂ'aﬂ'ement w1th ‘ ceedmﬂ'ly strong durable eonetruetlon of

knocked down box or crate capable of carry-
ing out all of the objects helembefme men-
tloned .

Having thus fully descr ibed my mventlon
what I elalm as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 1s—

1. The eombmatlon with the bottom, of the
side and end sections hinged to said bottom,
the cover-sections hinged to the side sections,

said cover-sections hevmﬂ' depending staples
arranged opposite each other an arm piv-
oted 130 the bottom and carrymw a strip at its
outer end, said strip ecarrying bolts adapted
to engage said staples for the purpose of lock-
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ing the cover-sections together, substantially

as shown and described.
2. The combination wwh the eever-seetlons

having staples arranged at their opposing

edges, Sdld staples bemn- adapted to register
when the cover-sections are closed, an arm
adapted to be pivoted to the bottom, the strip
pivotally connected to the upper end of said
arm, and the bolts carried by the said strip
and ada,pted forengagement with the staples,

substantially as herem shown and deserlbed

I‘RANK M. STEUTERMAN

Wltnesees
B. J. BINKMAN
CHAS. _HOHMANN
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