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1o all whom it may concerr:

Be it known that I, GEORGE . PHELPS, &
citizen of the United States, residing at New-
~ton, in the county of Middlesex and State of
'« Massachusetts,haveinvented certaln new and
useful Improvements in Hose-Supporters, of

which the following is a specification. |
My invention relates to that class of hose-
supporters known as ‘‘gentlemen’s oarters,”
10 which comprise bands adapted to encircle

the legs of the wearer, clasps for attachment
to the hose, and suspending devices, such as

cords, which connect the clasps with the
bands. In this class of garters the cord 1s
1¢ employed to connect the twoends of the band,
which latter is provided with an adjustable
loop on one end, through which the cord ex-
tends, and on its opposite end with a hook
that may be readily connected with the cord

20 and disconneected therefrom. |
The object of my present invention is to 80
improve the hook that the cord may be held
therein and allowed to move freely without
liability of being cut or unduly worn Dy the
25 sharp edges of the hook, as 18 ordinarily the

case,

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 118

a perspective view of a gentleman’s garter
The remain-

embodying my improvements.

30 ing figures areona larger scale. Fig. 2shows

a front elevation of my improved hook adapt-

ed to be used in connection with a garter

such as shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 shows a side

slevation of the hook; and Fig. 4 is a detail

¢ view showing the cord arranged in the hook,
the front of the hook being removed.

The clasp A may be of any preferred con;.

struction. The one shown is well known and
extensively used and needs no specific de-
40 seription here. The suspending-cord b may
be of non-elastic or elastic material and 1s
preferably circular in ¢ross - section. The
band C, which may be of elastic or non-elastie
or semi-elastic material, is provided on one
45 end with a hook D, adapted to engage the
cord B, and with a loop E, through which the
cord B extends. It is also provided with an
adjusting-slide F, by means of which the size
of the band may be regulated. Ordinarily
zo the hook D is formed entirely of sheet metal,

-movement.

| face ¢

Tt will also be observed that the

| and the cord B is adapted to lie in the hook

and bear against the edges b thereof. As the
hook is made of thin sheet metal, these edges
are often sharp and apt to cut the cord or
cause it to wear rapidly or to prevent its free
Even when the edges b are re-
inforced or enlarged by being bent over upcn
themselves there is the liability of cutting or
wearing above referred to. In order to re-

‘move this, I provide a special wearing-sur-
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face within the hook, preferably consisting

of the wearing-block G, having a curved sur-
to receive the cord B. This curved
surface extends from one side of the hook
to the other, between the front and back por-
tions thereof, and it extends beyond the side

‘edoes of the hook, as clearly shown In Figs.

9 and 3, so as to hold the cord away from the

edgesb. Thiswearing-surface may be formed

in various ways; but it is preferably formed.

on a separate stationary block G, as indi-
cated in the drawings, said block being se-

cured to the hook by means of a rivet g’ or

other suitable device. Preferably the rivet
extends -through an enlarged opening g in
the block. This, however, is not material,
as the enlarged opening performs no fune-
tion except to reduce the weight of the metal.

The opening might be larger than that shown

or it might be smaller. Theextreme ends of
the wearing-block, which extend beyond the
edges b of the hook, are rounded, as shown,
so that no sharp edges are presented to the
cord at any time. ' )

It will be observed that the front upturned
portion of the hook is arranged centrally—
that is, it extends laterally from both sides
of the central longitudinal axis of the back
portion—and the wearing - surface extends
equally from both sides of the central longi-
tudinal axis of the front upturned portion of
the hook. By this means the cord 1S pre-
vented from slipping out at one side, so as to
engage with the sharp side edge of the hook.
preferred
wearing-surface shown consists ot a block G,
the widest portion of which is at the bottom
and is close to the bottom of the hook. If
the wearing-block were circular, its widest

portion would be arranged some distance roo
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- the cord. in place.

- leclaim as myv invention—

10

5

necessitate a prolongation of the front un-

above the bottom of the hook, and this would |

turned portion of the hook in order to hold
It is much better to use a

semicircular block, such as shown, and to ar-
range the widest portion thereof close to the
bottom of the hook. |

1. Agentleman’s garter comprising a clasp,
a suspending-cord attached thereto, a band,
to one end of which the cord is permanently
connected, and a hook attached to the band
having an upturned lower end, and provided

with a curved wearing-surface for the cord, |

arranged above and extending beyond both
side edges of the bottom of the hook, the

widest part of the wearing-surface bein g Sun-
stantially at the bottom

of the hoolk. . ,
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2. A hook for garters, comprising a rear
portion, a bottom portion, and a front por-
tion, which latter extends laterally from both

sides of the central longitudinal axis of the |

back portion, in combination with a station-
ary curved wearing - piece, secured to the
hook, and extending laterally beyond both
side edges thereof, the widest portion of said
curved wearing-piece being substantially at
the bottom of the hook, while the curved
wearing-surface of the wearing-piece is ar-
ranged above the bottom of the hook.
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In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub-

scribed my name. _ .
| GEORGE H. PHELPS.
‘Witnesses: |
ALEX D. SALINGER.
H. G. DoNHAM.
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