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PATENT OFFICE,

ANDREW AXELTON, OF GRAETTINGER, IOWA.

ANIMAL-POKE.

SPECIFECATION forming part of Lietters Patens No. 696,850, dated April 1, 1902.
. Application filed January 27,1902, Serial No. 91,387, (No model.)

To il whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ANDREW AXELTON, a
citizen of the United States, residin gat Graet-
tinger, in the county of Palo Alto and State
of lowa, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Animal-Pokes; and T

do declare the following to be a full, clear, |

and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same.
The invention relates to animal-pokes.
The object of the invention is to provide an
animal-poke which shall be simple of con-
struction, durable in use, comparatbively in-
expensive of production, and which is par-
ticularly designed to be worn by horses and
cattle to prevent them from escaping from an
inclosure by working their way between the
longitudinal fence-wires or by jumping over
the fences. | '“
1o this end the invention consists in cer-
tain novel features of construction and com-
bination and arrangement of parts, as will be
hereinafter fully described, defined in the an-
pended claims, and illastrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in which—
Figurelisaview showing the poke applied.

Fig. 2 is a horizontal sectional view through

the nosepiece of the head-harness or halter
and the plates between which the lower end

of the poke-bar is secured. FFig. 3 is a view |

taken at right angles to Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a
vertical sectional view through the brow-
piece of the halter or head-harness, the two
plates secured thereto, the pricking-point,

the spring, the spring-casing, and the poke-

bar. I'ig. 5 is a top plan view of the
showing it applied.

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings, 1 denotes a head-harness, which in the
present instance is shown in the form of an

halter,

ordinary halter. To the nosepiece of the .

halter is riveted or otherwise secured a piate
4. To this plate is removably secured by
SCTews or equivalent fastening means a plate
S, having a socket 4, vertically disposed and
provided on the inner side of its front wall
with a point or stud 5, formed, preferably, by

bending the outer face of the front wall of

the socket.

6 denotes the poke-bar, the lower end of
which is seated in the said soeket and is pro-

| progress.

| vertically to permit

' vided with a recess 7, engaged by the stud to

prevent upward movement of the poke-bar.
This bar is provided at its upper end with a
forwardly-projecting hook 8 and has a lim-
ited back-and-forth movement, which is ac-
complished by allowing a slight play of the
lower end of the bar in the socket.

J denotes a plate riveted or otherwise se-
cured to the brow-piece of the head-harness
or halter, and 10 denotes a similar plate re-
movably secured to the plate 9 by serews or
similar fastening means and provided with a
fixed spring-casing 11, having a longitudinal
slot 12. The plates 9 and 10 have registering
perforations 13, which aline with the spring-
casing. -

Located within the spring-casin g 18 a priek-
ing-point 14, which extends through the per-
forations of the spring-plates 9 and 10 and
through the brow-piece of the head-harness
or halter. The outer end of this pricking-
pointis provided with a head, and coiled upon
the pricking-point and confined between. the
liead thereof and the plate 10 is a coll-spring

16, which exerts its energy to force the prick-

Ing-point forwardly.

1The poke-bar extends through the vertical
slot in the spring-casing and is normally held
by the spring against the forward wall of the
slot.

In operation should an animal provided

with this poke attempt to pass through a
fence between the longitudinal wires thereof

the poke-bar, coming in contact with the up-
per wire of the two between which the ani-
mal "attempts to pass, will be forced rear-

wardly against the action of the spring within
the casing and the pricking-point forced into

the brow of the animal, thus checking its

As soon as the animal steps back
the spring will exert its energy and will force
the poke-bar forwardly or outwardly and the
pricking - point from engagement with the
animal’s brow. |

Some animals are in the habit ofjumping

tences, and in that event the poke-bar, with
1ts pricking-point, would have no effect to pre-
vent the escape of the animal from the inclo-
prevent the animal jump-
jointed
are disposed
of a lateral or sidewise

sure. In order to
ing the fence, I provide a series of
plates 16, the rivets of which
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to prevent the movement of them vertically.

The forward one of these plates is secured to
the crown-piece of the halter or head-harness

in any suitable manner and the rear one is

held in place by a neckband 17 in elose prox-

imity to the shoulder of the animal and 1s pro-
vided with a horizontal row of pricking-points
or saw-teeth 18. All of the plates are pref-
erably transversely curved, so as to conform
to the curvature of the neck of the animal,
and by being pivoted in the manner above
described will permit of a free swinging move-
It is a well-known fact
that an animal in the act of jumping- up-
wardly immediately before the leap is taken
raises its head. This movement of the head
will cause the rearmost pointed or toothed
plate to prick the shoulder of the animal, and
thus stop it from making the leap.

From the foregoing description, taken in

connection with the accompanying drawings,

it is thought that the construction, mode of
operation, and advantages of my improved
poke will be readily apparent without requir-
ing a more extended explanation.

Various changes in the form, proportion,
and the minor details of construction may be
resorted to without departing from the prin-
ciple or sacrificing any of the advantages of
this invention.

Having vhus described my invention, what.

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18— |
1. The combination with a halter or head-

“harness; of asocket-plate secured tothe lower

end thereof and provided with an inwardly-
projecting stud, a poke-bar having its lower
end fitted in said socket and provided with a

696,850

inwardly-projecting stud, Whereby said bar

is prevented from vertical displacement but

is permitted a forward and rearward move-
ment, a spring-casing having a longitudinal
slot through which the upper end of the poke-
bar projects, a pricking-point located in said
casing and

provided with a head at its outer.

45

end which is located within the path of move-

ment of the poke-bar, and a spring arranged
within said casing for forcing the pricking-
point outwardly, substantially as specified.

2. The combination with a head-harness or
halter; of jointed plates attached theretoand
adapted to be arranged upon the upper sur-
face of the neck of the animal, and the rear
one of which to lie in close proximity to the
shoulder of the animal, said plates being con-
nected together by vertically-disposed rivets
and the rearmost plate being provided with
pricking teeth or points, substantially as set
forth. S o

3. The combination with a head-harness or

50
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halter; of jointed platesattached thereto and -

adapted to be arranged upon the upper sur-

face of the neck of the animal, and the rear
one of which to lie in close proximity to the
shoulder of the animal, said plates being con-

nected together by vertically-disposed rivets

and the rearmost plate being provided with

pricking teeth or points, and a neckband con-
nected to the rearmost plate and adapted to
pass around the neck of the animal, substan-

tially in the manner described.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

70

my hand in presence of two subscribing wit- 75

nesses.
ANDREW AXELTON.
Witnesses:
'‘CHRIS JENSEN,
WM. MUELLER.
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