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- useful Improvements in Mail-Boxes, of which
the following is a specification.

IO

- UNITED STATES

PateEnt OFrFICE.

JOIIN W. CURRIER, OF BOSTON, MASSACIHUSETTS.

 MAIL-EOX.

-

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 696,721, Gated April 1, 1908,
| Application filed Janmry 29,1902, Serial No. 91,700, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoHN W. CURRIER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Bos-.

ton, 1n the county of Suffolk and State of Mas-
sachusetts, have invented certain new and

My invention relates to an improvement in
mall-boxes for usein connection with the free-

delivery system; and it has for its object the |

production of a simple and inexpensive mail-

- box constructed and designed with particular

15

20

30

35

Tegard to the purpose

18 a rear elevation of the same.
~enlarged transverse vertical central section of

to which 1t is adapted.
irst be specifically de-

The invention will

scribed in connection with the accompanying

drawings and then pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of my improved mail-box. ~Fig. 2 is a
similar view, the cover being shown raised to
permit the insertion or withdrawal of mail.
KFig. 3 is a top plan of the mail-box. Kig. 4
Fig. 5 is an

the box, showing the same supported from a
post or the like. | | B
Referring to the drawings, it will be seen
that myimproved box is formed of sheet metal
and comprises a body portion 1, practically

cylindrical in shape, with the exception of its |

back or rear portion, whieh is flattened in g
vertical plane, as at 2, for a purpose herein-
after described. A mail-receiving openin o3
1s formed in the upper portion of the body and
1s provided with a cover 4, hinged at 5 to the
body and of such length as to project beyond
the vertical end walls of the body, as at 6, the
front edge of the cover being provided with

- an extended lip 7 for convenience in raising
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the cover. If desired, a lock S may be pro-
vided to permit the locking of the cover to the
body. The cover conforms in shape to the
body1and is held normallyin position toclose
opening 3 by a spring 9, and I also provide a

‘name-plate 10, which is secured to the cover

in a position to be r
front of the box. : o

Centrally of the rear of the box I secure
what I term the ‘“box-support,” being a me-
tallic casing 11 of a size and shape to snugly
receive the upper end of a post 12, to which
the box i designed to be secured. "As shown
in the drawings; the support 11 comprises a

eadily visible from the

| rectangular casing,one wallof which is formed

by the box-back 2, the upper end of the cas-
ing being closed. The mail-box is secured in
place by the upper end of the post 12 enter-
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Ing the support, screws 13 fixing the box and

support to the post, as clearly shown in Fig. b,

Pivoted to the back 2 of the box is the sig-

nal, which is designed to be manually oper-

ated to indicate the presence of mail in the

box. The signal comprises a vertical rod 14,

pivoted at its lower end to the box and car-
rying at its upper end the signal 15. In the

present instance I have shown the signal as

comprising a plate bent centrally to form
right-angled members providing a signal visi-

ble from any direction from which the box

may be approached, though it is to be under-
stood that I contemplate the use of any form
of signal. To hold the signal in set and un-
seb positions, a spring member 16 is used,
which member comprises a spring wire or rod
secured to the box on its rear flat portion, as
clearly shown in Tfig. 4, and bent to form re-
cesses 17 of a size to receive the signal-rod 14.

| These recesses are positioned to receive and

hold the rod when the%signal is in the set or
unset position.
cesses 17 I am enabled to provide a econstruc-
tion in which the effective life of the signal-
holding member 15 is greatly prolonged over
similar constructions now in use, as it will be
noted that there is no strain or tension on the
spring member when the signal-rod rests in
either of the recesses, while at the same time
such recesses effectively hold the signal-rod
against accidental displacement, the tension

force to move the rod from one recess to the
other, as will be evident.

6o

70

75

Through the use of the re-

3¢

oL the spring member being such as torequire

Q0

~ In providing a mail-box with a rounded

bottom and a flattened back I gain a desir-
ableadvantage in boxes designed for the free-
delivery system, in that the mail within the
box may be readily and quickly gathered and
removed therefrom without elevating the
cover 4 more than sufficient to introduce the

hand, as the flattened back of the box causes |

all mailintroduced to fall to the bottom, while
the cylindrical bottom of the box provides for
the ready and convenient grasping of all mail
in the box. As before stated, I am enabled
by this construction to remove all mail from
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 the box without raising the cover inme than

I0

sufficient to 1nt10duce the hand, and hence
the interior of the box and its eontents will

‘be protected against the elements even while

inserting or withdmwing mail, which result
is aided by the projecting ends 6 of the cover.

In providing the box with a practically inte-

oral metal support designed to receive the

post to which the box.is secured, which sup-

port is of such construction as to completely
envelop the upper end of the post, I provide
for the convenient placing in position of the

" box and at the same time protect the upper

~ment of the signal and at the same time con-

2

portion of the post from the elements, pro-
tecting that portion of the post to which the
box is fastened from decay, and hence guard-

ing against the probable unauthorized re-

moval of the box. In my improved spring
member for holding the signal-rod I provide
effectively against the accidental displace-

struct said spring member so that it exerts

no tension upon the signal-rod except when

the latter is being moved thusadding to the
life of the spring membel withous in any Wa,y
detractmw from its usefulness.

From the described construetlon of my im- |

696,721

' proved mail-box it will be seen that the en-
tire upper portion of the box is eylindrical or

rounded and that snow or the like will not

remain thereon, thus aiding in protecting the

contents of the 'box ag&iﬂsb the elements.
Having thus described my invention, what
Iclaim as new, and desne to secure by Tetters
atent, 18—
1. A mail-box having a flat back wall and

a rounded bottom, and a box-support secured

to the back wall, said support being designed
to receive a post or the like and being closed

at top.
2. A mml—boz havmfr a flat back wall and a

rounded bottom, a swnal rod pivoted to the

back wall, and a spring member to hold said

rod in set and unset positions, sald spring

member being formed with recesses to re-
ceive and hold the rod and adapted to exert
a tension on the rod when moving from one

recess to the other.:

In testimony whereof T have aﬁlxed my Sig-
nature in presence of two witnesses.
- | JOHN W. CURRIER.
- Witnesses:
A. H. BUck,
K. D. REED.
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