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To all whom it may concern:
Le it known that I, HENRY C. COVERT, of

- New Haven, in the county of New Haven and

- State of Connecticut, have invented a new

and useful Improvement in Spinning-Tops;
and I do hereby declare the following, when

~taken in connection with the accompanying
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drawings and the letters of reference marked

thereon, to bea full, clear, and exact descrip-

tion of the same, and which said drawings con-
stitute part of this specifiecation, and repre-
sent, in— | S

Figure 1, a side view of a top constructed
in accordance with-my invention; Fig. 2, a

broken sectional view thereof; Fig. 3, a side
viewof oneend of a top-string used in connec-

tion with my improved top; Fig. 4, a sectional
view of the stiffened end of the string en-
larged. , _

This invention relates to an improvement
1n spinning-tops, and particularly to the class
commonly known as ‘““‘peg-tops.” In spin-

ning-tops of this class it is customary when

winding the string to loop one end of the
string around the upper end of the top or to
hold it against one side of the top. When

the loop is formed, a knot is necessary, but

not otherwise, except to prevent the string
fromraveling. A common practice with boys,
however, is to use a string without a knot and
to repeatedly wet the end of the string in the

mouth. As this string is dragged upon the

ground it soon becomes soiled and is a very
unclean practice. When a loop is formed,
it often slips in winding the top and more or
less difficulty is experienced in holding the
string against the side of the top when the
loop is not formed. If a knotted string is
used, it frequently happens that the string
tangles at the peg and the topis drawn forci-
bly backward by the withdrawal of the string.

The object of this invention is to provide
the top with a recess into which one end of
the string may be inserted and so as to be

held therein, but from which it is free to es-

cape when the top is thrown for spinning;

- and the invention consists in forming a top
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with a small opening in its upper end or in
one side, into which the stiffened end of a
string may be inserted, as more fully herein-
after described, and particularly recited in
the claim, I |

~top 1n the usunal manner. _
thrown, the string readily slips out of the
opening, but remains there momentarily, so.

The top A is of the usual form of peg-top—
that is, substantially hemispherical or round-

Ing at 1ts upper end and gradually tapered to

the usual peg B atits lowerend. In the up-
per end of the top instead of providing ahead,
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as usual in this class of tops, but which is

most generally removed by the user, I form a
comparatively small longitudinal recess C,
into which I preferably insert a circular
bushing D, of metal. .
be formed eccentric to the center or in one
side of the top, extending transversely into
1t, if desired, and this opening may also be

provided with a bushing I, as shown in Fig.
2, although only one opening is required and

the bushings may be omitted. | |
With a top provided with an opening or
openings as thus described I employ a string
(, which is the usual top-string, except that
I provide its outer end with a stif
H, and this end may be formed by wrapping
the string with a metal or winding it with
wire 1n the manner of stiffening the ends of
shoe-strings, or it may be dipped in paint or
other substance, which-will harden and form
astiffend. Thelength of thisend corresponds
substantially to the length of the recesses in
the top, and preparatory to winding the string

upon the top the stiffened end isinserted into

one of the recesses Cor E. Asshown in Fig.
2, 16 1s 1nserted into the recess in the upper
end of the top, from which it is carried down
to the peg and wound upon the body of the
When the top is

that the spinner has more or less control over
the top—that is, he can cause the fop to
bound toward him if he so desires or canseit
to remain in substantially the place where it
strikes; but in no event is it liable to be
thrown beyond the will of the spinner.

The formation of one or more recesses in
the top adds very little to the cost of manu-
factureand the expenseof stiffening the ends
of top-strings is so small that the sale price
of topsand stringsis not materially increased.

With this construction it is unnecessary to

form aknot in the string, and when the stiff-

ened end is placed into an opening in the
side of the top it is as securely held as though
1t were placed in the opening in the upper

‘ened end.
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and hence is much more cleanly.
holding the string the winding is facilitated

“and t,he dangerof the string entanfrlmg.:tt the

peg 18 a,vmded

I am aware that tops have been provided
with central recesses in their upper ends to
receive the top-string and also that tops have
been provided with plugs to which the string

- has been attached, which plugs may be re-
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moved from the top if the top is thrown with

sufficientforcebeyond thelengthof thestring.
- I therefore do not wish to be understood as

claiming, broadly, such as my invention; but
- What I.do (*]mm 15—

A top having a rounded upper end, :;md |

698,719

cess in the upper or rounded part of the top

into which the stiffened end of a string may
be inserted, and over the edge of which the

string may be drawn as it is passed down-

ward over the sides, to the peg immediately
above which the string is wound whereby the
end of the string is held in engagement with
the top during the winding thereof, and from
which it is rea,dlly dlsenﬂ'a,fred When the top
is thrown, substantially as descmbed

In testlmony whereof I have signed this

specification in the presence of two ‘subserib-
ing Wltn_essem

HENRY C. COVERT.

Wltnesses |
FrED. C. EARLD
JILLIAN D. KELSEY.:

end, as the string is drawn at substantially | sides gradually tapered to a peg, a small re- 20
a right angle to the stiffened end, which is
thereby caused tobindin the opening.
string of course does not require wetting,
By thus
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