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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES IT. IISER, a '

citizen of the United States,residing at Spring-
field, in the county of Clark and State of Ohio,
have invented certain new and unseful Im-
provements in Burial-Caskets, of which the
following is a specification. .

My invention relates to burial-caskets, and
more especially to the construction of a cas-
ket that may be opened at the top and side
to represent a seat or couch. '-

It is my purpose to make a casket such that

~when in its open position it will have the ap-

pearance of an attractive piece of furniture,
and with that end in viewI construet it more
especially to resemble or represent a seat or
couch having a high back and ends, widely
and favorably known as a ‘‘ davenport.”

My invention consists in the construction
and combinations of parts hereinafter de-
seribed, and set forth in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is

a side elevation of a casket embodying my

invention. Iig. 2 is a cross-section of same.
Kig. 3 is an outside end view. Tig, 4 is an
interior view of the end. Tig. 5 is a detail,
partly in section, showing hinge of top piece
attached to the fixed side of the casket. Fig.
6 is & detail showing hinge with shoulder for
the top piece attached to the hinged side of
the casket, and Fig. 7 is a modification of
same. | |

Like parts are represented by similar let-
ters of reference in the several views.

In constructing my casket I employ a main
frame having the base «’, with one side ¢?
rigidly attached to said base and the other
side made in two parts a® and a?, the part 3
being rigidly attached to the base and form-
ing a part thereof and the part a! being
The ends b are
rigidly attached to the base «’ and the sides
a® and ¢® and are formed in their upper por-
tions to conform with the top, which forms
the cover for the casket between the ends.
The cover consists of the two top pieces ¢’
and ¢’ and the lid ¢, which may be attached
to the top pieces in any well-known manner,
and said cover rests on the projection ' of
the ends of the casket when the casket is in
its closed position, as shown in Fig. 2.

(
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To open the casket to represent a daven-
port, the lid ¢® is removed and the top piece
¢', which is hinged to the side ¢* by the pin af,
is thrown back, forming the head-rest of the

 davenport, the hinged partof said top piece ¢’
being pivoted slightly eccentric, so that when

open it will tighten against the adjacent side,
so as to be held in position, as shown in Fig.
4, and the top piece ¢?, which is hinged to the
lugs ¢ of the side at, is thrown open, and
said side a! being hinged at ¢’ said top piece
¢* and the side ¢* are swung to the position
shown in Kig. 4, forming the lower front of the
davenport. The top piece ¢* is of sufficient
length to extend between the ends of the
casket and is recessed at each end, so that the
lugs o7 come flush with the ends of said top
piece, and when the casket is closed said top

‘piece will be between the respective ends of
the casket, and the side a* being the full out-

side length of the casket will extend between
the projection b? of each end and the part ¢,
thus giving a firm construction to withstand
the lift on the handle-bars d, and the shoulder
a® (see Fig. 6) engages and holds said top piece
in position when the casket 1s open.
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- It is obviousthatthe engagementof theside

a* with the projections 0* of the ends may be
reversed by putting the projections on the
side and adapting them to engage the ends.

Having thus described my invention, 1
claim— -

1. A casket having fixed ends and verti-
cally-straight sides, the ends having projec-
tions thereon to support the cover flush with
the tops of said ends, a cover adapted to
rest on said projections, consisting in part of
a removabple lid and in part of movable pieces
hinged to each of the sftraight sides, in their
normal position projecting upwardly and in-
wardly, ending under the removable 1id and

forming additional supports therefor, one of

said straight sides being rigid with the end
pieces, the other with its movable top piece
being hinged so as to turn down and thus ex-
pose the side of the casket and form, with the
main body of the casket, a seat or couch, as
described. o

2. In a casket, a main casket-body, formed
of the bottom, ends and vertically-straight
sides, the bottom, ends, and one side being
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2.

rigid, cover-supports on each end adapted to
allow said ends to project npwardly and stand
flush with the top of the cover, the cover

- proper consisting of a removable lid and two

hinged pieces attached to the sides, one of
sald sides being hinged to the main body and

adapted, when thelid is removed, to turn with.

its hinged top piece to form with the main
body, a seat-front, while the other top piece
18 turned back in imitation of a head-rest, the

- ends of the casket forming the arms of a seat
or couch, as set forth. -

3. In a couch-casket, the combination with
the base and respective ends of said casket,
sald ends having projections thereon at the
side of said casket, of a hinged side with han-
dle-bars thereon, said side, when in its closed

L5

896,439

| position, fitting between said base and said

projections, substantially as specified.

4. In a couch-casket, the combination with
the ends, and a hinged side piece extending
the full outside length of the casket and hav-
ing lugs thereon adjacent to the inner sides
of said ends, of a top piece extending be-
tween said casket ends, said top piece having
recessed ends for said lugs, and shoulders to
limit the movement of said top piece, sub-
stantially as specified.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

my hand this 20th day of August, A. D. 1901. 30

| CHARLES II. HISER.
Witnesses:
PERCY NORTON,
CHAS. 1. WELCH.
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