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To all whom it may concermn: -
Be it known that I, THOMAS WOODHOUSD

a citizen of the Umted States, and a 1931(161113_

of Leadville, in the county of Take and State
of Colorado, have invented a new and.Im-
proved C]aw-Bal of which the following is a
full, clear, and exact description.

The object of the invention is to provide a

- new -and improved claw-bar more especially
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designed fordrawingrail-spikesand arranged

to permit of convemenblyad,]u%tmw the jaws

to replace the same by new ones whenever
necessary and to allow of securely and prop-
erly engaging the head of aspiketo draw the
latter out of the tie.

The invention consists of novel features
and parts and combinations of the same, as
will be fully described hereinafter and then
pointed out in the claims.

A practical embodiment of the invention
1s represented in the accompanying draw-

ings, forming a part of this specification, In
which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in’ all the views.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the im-
provement. Fig. 2 is a front end elevation
of the same, and Fig. 3 is a sectional side ele-
vation of the same on the line 3 3 of Iig. 2.

The improved claw-bar consists, essen-
tially, of a handle A,a head B, and the claws
C. The said head B is preferably made of
malleable iron and formed with a socket B,
into which fits removably the lower end of
the said handle A, a set-screw D serving {0
secure the said handle end in position in the
socket. The claws C are formed of straight
bars, preferably of steel, triangular in cross-
section and removably ﬁLted into corre-
spondingly-shaped apertures extending lon-
gitudinally through the bottom portion L B2 of
the head B and at a,nﬂ*les to the socket B’ and

thehandle A. DBy thls arrangementthe claws

Cecanbeconveniently Shpped under the spike-
head at the time the handle A stands in an
inclined position to allow the operator to con-
veniently manipulate the ‘handle for apply-
ing the claws and drawing the spike. Set-

- screws I serew. in the hea,dB and engage the
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claws to lock the latter in place after the

same have been adjusted in the head—that

is, have been moved to such position that
theu front ends project equally at a desired

distance from th'e front end of the head, as

plainly indicated in Fig. 1. The base edges
of the claws Care beveled at both ends there-
of to somewhat reduce the width of the base
of each claw to allow of slipping the base

edges under the head of the spike to be

drawn.

In using the claw-bar the inner opposite
beveled sides of the c¢laws readily pass under
the spike-head, and when the operator bears
down on the handle A the curved bottom I3°
of the head B forms the falerum for the claw-
bar, and the projecting front ends of the
elawq C move upward and thereby draw the
spike out of the tie.

In case the projecting ends of the claws C
are worn out or have become dull at their
opposite sides the operator loosens the set-

screws K and interchanges the claws, so that

the innermost or opposite sides, which were
formerly on the outside, are now the active
ones for engaging the head of the spike. In
case the ends are completely worn out the
claws are reversed in their seats in the head
B, and if both ends of the claws are worn
ouf the elaws are removed from the head and
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the worn-out ends are cut off and rebeveled

at the edges of the base and reinserted in the
head for use as above described.

From the foreﬂ*omw it 1s evident that the

claws C are not only delIbtable in the head
B, but are interchangeable therein and can
be used as long as Lhe set-serews K can be

screwed up against the claws when 1n the

head I3.
Having thus descnoed ‘my 1nvent10n |

claim as new and desire to secure by Lettels
Patent—

1. A claw-bar, having a head formed with

a pair of tlld,llf"lllal parallel apertures, and

claws of triangular cross-section and adjust-

ably fitted in the said aperiures, as set forth.
2. A claw-bar having a socketed head and
a palr of spaced parallel claws triangular in

cross-section and secured ad] ustably in said -
1-head, as set forth.

3. A claw-bar having a socketed head and
a pair of spaced cla,ws_ each formed of a

‘straight bar triangular in cross-section and

secured reversibly in said head.
4, A claw-bar having a socketed head and
' a pair of spaced parallel claws triangular in
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cross-section and each having the ends of the
base edges beveled, sald claws being inter-
changeably secured in the head.

5. A claw-bar, having a head formed with
a pair of triangular parallel apertures, elaws
of triangular cross-section fitted in the said
apertures, and means for securing the claws
in place in the head, as set forth.

6. A claw-bar, comprising a handle, a head
having a socket for removably receiving one
end of the handle, the said head having a
pair of parellel apertures standing at angles
to the socket, and claws removably and ad-
justably secured in the said apertures and
triangular in cross-section, as set forth.

7. A claw-bar comprising a head, a pair of
claws fitted therein and having their oppos-
Ing active surfaces in divergent relation, and
means for clamping said jaws to said head.

S. A claw-bar comprising a head, a pair of
claws having divergent active faces in op-
posing relation and interchangeable one with
the other in said head, and means for hold-
ing said jaws in said head.
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9. A claw-bar comprising a head, a pair of
separate claws having divergent active faces
in opposing relation and reversible end for
end, and means for clamping said claws in
operative position in said head.

10. A claw-bar comprising a socketed head
having a bearing -surface, separate claws
having divergent active faces in opposing re-
lation, mutually interchangeable therein, and
reversible end for end, and means for clamp-
ing said claws in active positions.

11. A claw-barcomprising asocketed head,
a pair of straight bar-claws fitted in said
head and having divergent active faces in op-
posing relation, and set-screws mounted in
the head and impinging the bar-claws.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two witnesses.

THOMAS WOODIIOUSE.

Witnesses:
HERMAN VULPIUS,
IHERBERT I.. CHAMBERLIN.
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