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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLLiAM A. 'SCHMIDT,.

residing at Milwaukee, in the county of Mil-
waukee and State of Wisconsin, have invent-
ed a new and useful Improvement in Side-
walk Coverings or Protectors, of which the

followingisadescription, reference being had |

to the accompanying drawings, which are a
part of this specification. |

in sidewalk coverings or protectors.

The primary object of the invention is to
provide an improved construction of frame-
work adapted to be placed upon a sidewalk
during winter weather when the pavements

become slippery and dangerous through

Snowy or icy coatings thereon, the device be-
ing of such construction that not ‘only is an
Inexpensive structure provided, but also one
which can be readily rolled up when not in

- use, soas toprovide for its being conveniently
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stored away in compact form. | |
A further object resides in an improved
construction whereby the different slatsmay
be readily disconnected from or attached to
each other, thereby providing a convenient
means for either increasing or decreasing the
length of the covering. |
With the above and other incidental ob-
jects in view the invention consists of the de-

vices and parts or theirequivalents, as here- |

inafter set forth. | | |
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a plan view of the invention. Fig. 2isan end
view thereof. Fig. 3 is a transverse section
through one of the slats. Fig. 4 is a detail
plan view, on an enlarged scale, of one of the
couplings; and Fig. 5is a transverse sectional

- view through one of theslats, showing a modi-
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fied form of construction. | .
The covering is made up of a series of slats
0, composed, preferably, of wood, said slats
having their opposed longitudinal edges suit-
ably spaced apart. The slats so disposed are
connected by a series of coupling devices
linked together and which are of such con-
struction as to afford a sufficient degree of
flexibility to the covering to permit said cov-

not in use. Hach coupling consists of a bot-

My invention has relation to Improvements |

adapted to receive a slat therebetween and
are preferably forced or embedded in oppo-
site side edges of the slats. Xach coupling,
therefore, is of U-shaped form. The upper
ends of the upright fingers or members 8 may,

' upWardly-extending fingers 8 '8, which are

9>

i1f desired, bebent downwardly and embedded

in the top of the slat, as most clearly shown
in Fig. 3, so as to provide for the coupling
being most securely held to the slat.
opposite ends of each bottom bar 7 are ex-
tended beyond the upwardly-extending fin-
gers o, and one of these extended ends is
formed with a hook 9 and the opposite ex-
tended end with a loop 10. The slats, with
the couplings secured thereto, are arranged
so that the hook of a coupling secured to one
of the slats will engage the loop of a coupling
of the next slat on one side and the loop of
the first-referred-to coupling will engage the
hook of the coupling of the slat on the oppo-
site side, and so on throughout the series, the
engaging hooks and loops being disposed in
the spaces between the slats.

In the drawings I have shown two lines of
the couplings. I donot, however, wish to be
understood as restricting myself specifically
to this arrangement, inasmuch as it is obvi-
ous that only one line might be used or any
number of lines in excess of two lines em-

ployed without departing from the spirit and
scope of my invention. '

In order to permit of the hook 9 readily en-
gaging the loop 10, I provide one side of each
loop with a recess or recesses 11. The end
of the hook is brought into position to engage

this recess and is then slid inwardly in the

recess until clear thereof, when the hook is

| turned and thereby engaged with the end

cross-bar of the loop. The hook is thus held
securelyin engagement with the loop. When

1t 18 desired to disconnect the hook from the
-loop, the said hook is turned sufficiently to

bring 1ts end again into register with the re-
cess 11, when, of course, said hook can be slid
laterally outwardly in the recess and out of
engagement with the loop.

By my invention it will be seen that I pro-

ering to be rolled up and stored away when | vide a sidewalk-covering which is simple in

construetion, inexpensive of manufacture,

tom bar 7, provided near opposite ends with | and strong and enduring in character. It is
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also of such construetion that it may be rolled
up without difficulty, and thus stored away
in compact form while not in use, and it fur-
thermore involves a construction capable of
permitting slatsto bereadilyadded toortaken
from the covering, so as to either increase or
deecrease the length of said covering.

In Fig. 5 of the drawings I show a modified
form of construction wherein an additional
upwardly-extending finger (designated by the
numeral 12) projects upwardly from the bot-
tom bar 7, preferably at a point centrally be-
tween the fingers 8 8. This intermediate fin-
oger passes into the slat, and thereby serves
very materially to assist in holding the coup-
ling securely to the slat.

While I have shown one extended end of
the coupling as provided with a hook and
the other extended end thereof provided with
a loop, yet I do not wish to be understood as
restricting myself thereto, inasmuch as in the
broad sense of myinventionthe coupling may

consist of the bottom bar arranged beneath |

the slat and the upwardly-extending fingers
secured to the slat, with the extended ends
of the bottom bar provided with any means
for pivotally connecting the same to the ex-
tended ends of the next adjacent couplings.

What I claim as my invention 18—

1. In a sidewalk covering or protector, the
combination with a series of slats square or
rectangular in cross-section, and so arranged
as to leave spaces between opposed longitu-
dinal edges thereof, of couplings secured to

‘the slats, each coupling being of U-shaped

form, the horizontal or bottom member there-
of extending beneath the slat, and the up-
rigcht members thereof extending upwardly
against opposite side edges of the slat, and
the said bottom member having its ends ex-
tended Dbeyond the upright members of the
coupling, the said extended ends being piv-
otally connected to the extended ends of the
couplings of the next adjacent slats.

2. In a sidewalk covering or protector, the
combination with a series of slats, square or
rectangular in cross-section, and so arranged
as to leave spaces between opposed longitu-
dinal edges thereof, of couplings secured to
the slats, each coupling being of U-shaped
form, the horizontal or bottom member there-

of extending beneath the slat, and the up- |
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| right members thereof extending upwardly

against opposite side edges of the slat, and
the said bottom member having its ends ex-
tending beyond the upright members of the
coupling, one of said extended ends provided
with a hook, and the other extended end pro-
vided with a loop, the hook of the coupling
of one slat engaging the loop of the coupling
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of the next adjacent slat on one side, and the

loop of the coupling of the first-mentioned
slat engaged by the hook of the coupling of
the next adjacent slat on the opposite side.

3. In a sidewalk covering or protector, the
combination with a series of slats so arranged

as to leave spaces between opposed longitu-

dinal edges thereof, of couplings secured to
the slats, each coupling consisting of a bot-
tom bar arranged beneath a slat, and having
upwardly - extending fingers engaging the
slat, the said bottom bar having its ends ex-
tending beyond the upwardly-extending fin-
oers, one of said extended ends provided with
a hook, and the other extended end provided
with a loop, one of the side bars of the loop
onitsupper edge being recessed transversely,
and the hook of the coupling of one slat en-
ocaging the loop of the coupling of the nexb
adjacent slat on one side, and the loop of the
coupling of the first-mentioned slat engaged

| by the hook of the coupling of the next adja-

cent slat on the opposite side.

4. In a sidewalk covering or protector, the
combination with a series of slats so arranged
as to leave spaces between opposed longitu-
dinal edges thereof, of couplings secured to
the slats, each coupling consisting of a bot-
tom bar arranged beneath a slat and having
outer upwardly-extending fingers adapted to
engage the slat, and an intermediate finger
adapted to passinto the slat, the said bottom
barhavingitsends extended beyond the outer
upwardly-extending fingers, said extended
ends being pivotally connected to the extend-
ed ends of the couplings of the next adjacent
slats.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM A. SCIIMID'T.

Witnesses:
A. L. MORSELL,
ANNA V. FAUST..
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