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‘Un1TED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

THOMAS O.

POTTER, OF DEADWOOD, SOUTH DAKOTA, ASSIGNOR TO JAMES

E. MAYNADIER, OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS.

PASSENGER-CAR.

SPECIFIGA’I‘ION'faxjming.pa,rt of Letters Paten_t No. 696,190, dated March 25, 1902.

- Application filed July 20, 1800,

werial No, 24;31'2. - (No model.

1o all whom it may concern: :
- Be 1t known that I, THOMAS O. POTTER, of
Deadwood, in the eounty of Lawrence and
State of South Dakota, have invented an Im-

5 proved Passenger-Car, of which the following.

18 a specification, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, in which—
Figure 1is an elevation of some of the seats
at one side of the aisle of one of my improved
cars arranged as couches. Tig. 2is a plan
of the parts shownin Fig. 1. Fig. 3is a cross-
sectional view of my improved car on line 3 3
of Fig. 1. TFigs. 4, 5, and 6 show a modifica-
tion described below. |
My invention in its best form is an ordi-
nary car with the seats arranged as usual
each for two persons and with a back adapt-
ed to be reversed to enable the passengers to
8it facing either way, but provided with
means for bridging the space between the
seats to form couches, or, in other words, an
~ ordinary passenger-car with seats for the pas-
sengers and a movable back for each seat
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which can readily be converted into a sleeper

with a couch occupying the space which is oc-
cupied by any two contiguous seats and two
backs.

Thebestformof myinvention is that shown
in Kigs. 1, 2, and 3, in which the space be-
30 tween seats A’ and A®is bridged by back B2

In this form of my invention backs B’ and

- B® constitute head and foot boards for the
double couch composed of seats A’ A? back
B?, mattresses D D', and partition F, whose
end posts f are supported by backs B’ B,
This form of my invention requires only a
slight. modifiecation of the connection between
the back and the frame of the usual seat, al-
though means for supporting the seat, which
40 18 moved on its frame, as shown at A’, Fig.
- 1, are also provided. This modification, as
shown in Fig. 1, consists in connecting the
T-arm b fast to the back with a slotted link
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lugs 0* and b° on the T-arm b, so that when
the car is' to be used as a day-coach arm b
and link 6’ will be practically one piece and
be held rigidly together by nut and bolt b2 b®
and lugs b* 6°; but when the car is to be used
50 as a sleeper loosening nut b* will allow bolt
b° to move in the slot in link ' to the posi-

45

b' by means of a thumb-nut 4* and holt 2 with |

r

—

tion shown at B3% Fig. 1. I prefer to provide
legs a for each seat, which may be made de-

-tachable, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3, or may

be hinged to fold under the seat. It will be 55
obvious that these details of construction
may be widely varied—as, for example, the
seats may be duplicated, as shown in Figs.

4, 5, and 6, and hinged together at their

ends, so that each pair of seats may be taken Go
from its frame and replaced end to end and

lengthwise of the car, as shown in Figs. 4 and

5. 'The partition F’ is supported by its posts

| /' hookingoverthe backs B! B2, These par-

titions ' I’ are shown in three parts hinged 65
together for convenience in storing them un-
der the seats when the car is used as a day-
coach. _

- Thelengthwise rods G serve to support eur-
talns ¢ and the crosswise rods G’ curtains ¢’, 70
which arehooked on theirrods when required.

~The main purpose of myinvention is to sup-
ply berths at very much less cost than those
in sleeping-cars as now constructed, and al-
though my car is adapted when used as a 7s
sleeper for.only half the number of passen-
gers for which it is adapted when used as a
day-coach, yet the extra cost of building my
car is so trivial when compared with the ex-
tra cost of building a sleeperover a day-coach 8o
that my car may be used as asleeper with a
larger profit at rates of fare per berth less
than one-half those'necessarily charged for
berths on sleepers as heretofore built. |

I am aware of Patents No. 23,581, to Jack- 85

son, dated April 12, 1859, and No. 92,919, to

Wheeler, dated July 20, 1869, and disclaim
all shown in them.

Il am also-aware of the following patents,
namely—72,045, dated December 10, 1867, to 9o
Hunt; 188,167, dated March 6,1877, to Mitch-

ell; Reissue 3,419, dated May 4, 1869, to

Myers, assignee of Creighton; 245,074, dated
August2,1881, to Johnson, and 170,985,dated
December 14, 1875, to Bolt; but none of these g3
patents show a car with a row of car-seats any
contiguous two of which ean be made into a
couch with a headboard at either of its ends,

the back of either one of the two seats forms-

ing the headboard of the couch and theback 100
of the other one of the two seats lying be-
tween the two seats—that is, the couch and
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its headboard are formed of two seats and two
backs, either one of the two backs filling the
space "between the two seats and the other
one of the two backs forming the headboard
of the couch.

What I claim as my invention is—

1. The improved passenger-car above de-
scribed comprising a row of seats each mov-
able on its supports and each with a single
movable back; fixed supports for the seats to
which the backs are respectively connected;
and supports for the back to allow either of
two contiguous backs to be moved and held
to occupy the space between the opposed edges

wal—
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[ of two contiguous seats while the other of

those two baeks forms the headboard of the
couch formed by those two seats and those
two backs.

2. In a passenger-carseatseachfor {W0 D pas-
sengers; amovableback foreachdouble seat:
means to bridge the space between two con-
tiguous double seats; and a partition extend-
ing lengthwise throuwh the middle of thedou-
ble couch thus for med

| THOMAS O. POTTER.
- Witnesses:
J. E. MAYNADIER,
. A. ROCKWELL.
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