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(Nﬂ model. )

To all whom it may concern:

- Beitknown that I, WILLIAM R. IIOI‘I‘MANV
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at St

Joseph, in the county of Buehsmn and State
of Missouri, haveinvented new and useful Im-

pr ovements inLap-Boardsfor Workand Game

Purposes, of which the fellowmf‘r 1S a speelﬁ-;

eatwn

My invention 1elates to improv ements in

folding lap-boards; and its novelty and ad-

anteﬂ'es will be ful]y understood from the

fellowmﬂ' description and claim when taken
in eon]unetmn with the aeeempanymﬂ draw-
ings, in which— | |

Flﬂ‘me 1isa plan view of my. 1mp1 oved lap -

beard as 1t appears when in its extended po-
sition ready for use.
section of the same. Kig. 3 18 a transverse
section of the board asit appears when folded,
so as to take up but a minimam amount of
space in a valise or the like.
spective view of one of the strips or devices

- out its length. Fig. 5 is a perspective view
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of one of the medlﬁed dewees for the same
purpose.

Referring by letter to the sald dr awmﬂ*s and
more partleulslly to Figs. 1 to 4 ther eof ‘A A
are the sections of my Improved feldable
board. Thesesections may be made of paste-

board, wood, or other material suitable to the ;
purpose and of any suitable size, and four

(more or less) of them may be employed, al-
though I prefer to use the former number,
The 1ntermedlate sections are by preference

provided at their end edges with protective
coverings, of tin or other suita,blesheet metal |

o, and the end sections are provided at their
end edges and also at then outer longitudi-

nal edn'es with similar protective coverings b,
The

also of tin or other suitable sheet metal.
contiguous edges of the sections are flexibly
eonneeted by strlps c,of textile fabrie, leather,
or other suitable ma,teual and in ‘the pre-
ferred embodiment of the invention the said
flexible strips are countersunk in the sides of
the sections, as shown in Fig. 2, this in order
to render the sides of the bemd smooth and
free from projections tth!.l ghout the length
and width thereoi.

B B are strips, of channel form, whwh are
designed to be applied to the 0pp051te eﬂn*es

I'ig. 2 1s'a longitudinal

FKig. 4 is a per- |

- for rendering the board stiff or rigid threugh- |

!

E

!

!

I

of the boa,zd and bridge the Jomts between
the seet1ens A after the manner shewn in Fig.

1, so as to render the board stiff and rlfrld
threucrhout its length and hold it against cas-
ual ﬂe*{mﬂ‘ or feldmﬂ' The said smms are of
tin or ethe‘i smteble sheet metsl possessed of
1es111eney :

‘In the practlice of my mvenuen when it is

55
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“desired to fold the board the strips B are re-

‘moved from the opposite longitudinal edge
thereof and are applied to the outer trans-

verse edges of the end sections A, as shown
in Fig. 3 after which the board maybe coIm-
peetl N2 folded , as alsoshown in the said figure,
so that it will take up but a minimum amount
of space in a valise or the like. When it is
desired to use the lap-board, itiis simply nec-
essary for the operator to open the board into
the position shown in Fig. 1, remove the
strips B from the end. sections A and apply

N
P

70..

said strips to the opposite 10nfr1tudma,1 edges

of the board, so as to enable them to br1dfre |
| the joints between the several sections, when

the bomd will be rendered stiff and rigid
throughout its length and level, threucrhout
both its Iength snd width, so as to a,ffeld a
oood surface upon whleh to play cards or
other games, write, or work. The strips I5
are possessed of resiliency and are either
sprung upon the opposite longitudinal edges
of the board or else applied endwise thereto.
In either case they will by virtue of theirre-
siliency not be liable to casual movement or
displacement when once properly placed in
p081t10n |

My improved board is designed more par-
t1eu1arly for the use of travelers, and inthis

connection is advantageous, because when a
traveler desires to play cards or the like in
" a car he has but to remove the folded device

from his valise and open and secure the de-
vice in its open position after the manner de-
seribed, when it is ready for use, and is cal-
culated to afford a light support for cards
and the like.

Because of its mmphmty and consequent
cheapness the device is susceptible of being
used to advantage as an advertising medmm,
and when it is so used 1nsenpt10ns of suit-
able character may be placed upon one or
both sides of the sections either before or af-
ter the same are eenneeted together. |
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In lieu of the strips B a larger number of |

strips B’ of sherter length may rbe employed.
Sald strips B, one of which is shown in Fig.
9, are of a lenﬂ'th sufficient to enable uhem

5 to bridge the joint between two sections and
render the connection of said section stiff
and rigid. When the board embraces four
5eetlons as shown, it will be appreciated that
six of the strips B’ must be employed.

1o Having described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 13——

The herein-deseribed lap-board consisting
essentially of the plurality of sections havmﬂ'

15 the countersinks in their sides and at then
edges, thestripscof textile material arranged
in said countersinks and connected to the
sections and flexibly connecting said sections
together so as to permit of thein being folded

20 oneuponthe othel ,;protective sheet- metal cov-

]

erings on the end edges and outer side edges.
of the end sections, Smu]m coverings on the

end edges of the intermediate sections, and

resilient sheet-metal strips of channel form;

the said resilient strips being adapted in use 28
to straddle the opposite longitudinal edges of
the board and bridge the Jomts between the
sections, and, when not in use, to be simi-
larly applied to the transverse or outer side
edges of the end sections, and being also 30

| ada,pted by reason of their remlleney to hold

themselves against casual displacement from
sald edges of the sections.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
mny hand in presence of two subscribing wit- 35
nesses.

WILLTIAM R. HOFFMANN.

Witnesses:

T'OBIAS LARSON,
JOHN A. FRENCH.
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