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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE H. DOERING, a
citizen of the Umted States, and a resident of
the borough of Brooklyn, eounty of Kings,city
and State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Trap Kish-
Hooks, of which the following is a specifica-
tion,reference beinghad therein to the accom-
panying drawings, in which— |

Kigure 1is a suﬂe elevation of the devlee'

set. I‘w' 2isavertical sectional view thereof,
taken on the line 2 2 of Fig. 1. Fig. 3is a
sideelevationshowing the dewce sprung; and
Figs. 4 and 5, details of modified forms of the
la,tch

One of the objects of this invention is te
provide a simple device of the class deseribed
which shall consist of few parts and may be

easily and cheaply manufactured. ..

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a trap-hook which may be readily set
without any danger of injuring the hands by
contact with the ] points of the hooks.

A fuarther object of the invention is to so
construct the device that the shock on the
parts caused by the springing of the trap will
be evenly distributed thronghout the device,
so that the strain oceasioned thereby will not
be brought on any one point and the liability
of injury to the device from this cause will
be avoided.

Referring to the various parts by numer .‘:ﬂb

1 deswnates the supporting-plate, on the for-

ward 10W61 end of which the gaff-hooks 2 are

pivoted. These hooks cross each other at

their pivotal point and are each formed of a
long arm below the pivot and a shorter arm
3 &bove the pivot, the lower ends of the longer
arms being formed into inward - extending
gafl-points. These gaff-hooks adjacent the
pivot and on their inner edges are formed
with substan tially semicirgular enlargcements
4, each of whichis cutout to form inward-ex-
tendmﬂ' rectangular notehes 5.

To the rear Slde of the supporting-plate 1.

is slidingly secured a plate 6 by means of a
pin or projection 6* on the supporting-plate,
which extends through a longitudinal slot 6°
in the plate 0, said pin or projection being
headed at its rear end to retain the plate in
position. To the lower end of the plate is

upper end of this plate is secured one end of
a spiral spring 3, whose other end is secured
to & pin at the upper end of the supporting-
plate, said spring normally drawing the plate
6 upward. Projecting forward from the plate
6 near its lower end is a lateh-lug 9, which is
adapted tofit within the notches 5 of the gaif-
hooks and to lock said gaff-hooks in theu
open or set position, as shown in Fig. 1 of the
drawings.

Secured to the upper ends of- the arms 3 of
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the gatf-hooks are the lowerends of a strong -

spring 10, the tendency of this spring bemn‘
to draw the ends of the arms 3 of the ﬂ'a,ff—-
hooks inward foward each other, thereby
throwing inward the lowerendsof said hooks,
the said spring being formed into an eye at
1ts upper end to receive the ends of the line.

Projecting forward from thesupporting-plate

above the pivot of the gaff-hooks is a stop-
lug 12, against the sides of which the inner
edges of the arms 3 of the gaff-hoolks will con-
tact when the hooks are forced inward by the
spring 10. T'he inner edges of thearms 3 are
cutout,asat 13, to fit overthelugl2. Above
these recesses the inner edges of the arms 3
are formed with enlargements 14, which con-
tact with each other, as shown in Fig. 3 of the
drawings, when the device 1s sprung, and
thereby relieve the supporting-plate of a part
of the shock. Below the enlargements 4 the
gafi-hooksare formed with the projections 15,
which contact with the sides of the latch-lug
O when the device is sprung, thereby bringing
onthe plate 6 a portion of the strain caused by
the sudden closing of the gaff-hooks.

The operation of the device will be readily
understood. When closed, the parts of the
device assume the relative positions shown in
Fig. 3. 1t will be noted that the latch-lug 9

is held against the lower end of the semicir-

cular enlargements of the gaif-hooks and that
the projections 15 contact with the sides of
sald lug.
the lower ends of the gaff-hooks are grasped
and drawn outwardly away from each other.

Asthe hooks move outward the lateh-lug will
ride on the edges of the enlargements 4 until
the hooks have reached the ountermost posi-
tion, when said latch-lug will be drawn into
the notches 5 by means of the spring 8. It

secured the depending bait-hook 7, and to the | will thus be seen that the gaff-hooks will be
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When it 1s desired to set the trap,
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automatically locked in their open position, | ward and downward from their pivots in op-

1t being simply necessary to draw them out-
ward away from each other to the proper dis-
tance. A slight downward pull on the bait-
hook will be sufficient to withdraw thelatch-
lug from the notches 5, and thereby permit
the spring 10tosuddenly close the gaff-hooks.
It will therefore be seen that should a fish

only slightly nibble at the bait the trap will-

be sprung and the gaff-hooks forced inward
quickly to secure the fish. . *
Instead of cutting the notches 5 in the en-

largements 4 of the gaff-hooks a downward-
extending finger 16 may be formed on each
enlargement, said fingers being so located
‘that when the hooks are in their outermost |

position said fingers will register with each
other.. The slide 6 in this form of the device
will be provided with a forward-exteuding

transverse loop 17, which is adapted to fit

over the fingers 16, and thereby lock the gaft-
hooks in their set position. Instead of the
transverse loop 17 it will be readily under-
stood that a pair of forward-extending lips 18
may be formed on the slide between which
the fingers 16-are adapted to fit. In thisform

of the device lips or enlargements 19 may be

formed on the outer edges of the gaff-hooks
in such a position that when the device is
sprung or closed the finger 16 of one hook will

contact with the stop-lug or finger 19 of the |
other hook, whereby the strain caused by the

sudden closing of the hooks will be in part
taken up by the hooks themselves.

From the foregoing it is obvious that this
device 1s of simple construction, that it may
be readily set without any danger of injuring
the hands by contact with the hooks, and

that the strain caused by the sudden closing |

of the gaff-hooks will be evenly distributed
throughout the various parts of the device.

Having thus described my invention, what

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A trap-hook comprised of a supporting-
plate, a pair of gaff-hooks pivoted thereto and
formed with curved enlargements on their

~inner edges adjacent the pivot, a notch being

50

- to the sliding plate and to the supporting- |
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formed in said curved enlargements, a sliding

plate mounted on the supporting-plate and
formed with a lateh-lug adapted to fit the

notches in the gaff-hooks, a spring secured

plate to normally draw the sliding plate up-
ward whereby the latch-lug will be held in
the notches against accidental displacement

and will be held against the curved surface

of the enlargements of the gaff-hooks when
the said hooks are in their closed position
and will ride on said enlargements while the
gail-hooks are being opened, a bait-hook car-

ried by the sliding plate, and a spring nor- |

mally closing the gaff-hooks.

2. A trap fish-hook comprised of a support-
ing-plate,a pair of gaff-hooks pivoted thereto,
the pivots thereof being in substantially the

same axial line, the gaff-hooksextending out- |

posite directions each gall-hook being formed
with a latch-receiving jaw, said jaws being

adapted to register when said hooks are

70

moved outward to their set position, aspring

normally acting to close said hooks, a latech
device adapted to slip into engagement with
said jaws when they are in register to lock
sald hooks in their open or set position and
a bait-hook connected to said lateh device,

the gaff-hooks.

3. A trap-hook comprised of a supporting-.

plate, a pair of gaff-hooks pivoted thereto,

the pivots thereof being in substantially the

75

1 whereby a pull on the bait-hook will release

30

same axial line, the gaft-hooks extendingout-

ward and downward {rom the pivots in oppo-
site directions, each gaff-hook being formed
with a lateh-receiving part, said parts being
adapted to be brought into position to be si-
multaneously engaged by a latch when said
hooks are moved outward to their set posi-
tion, a spring normally acling to close said

19

hooks, a latch device adapted toslip into.en- -

gagement with said latch -receiving parts

~when the hooks are in their outer or set posi-

tion to lock said hooks in their open or sef
position and a bait-hook connected to said
latch device whereby a pull on the bait-hook
wlll release the gaft-hooks.

4. A trap-hook comprised of a supporting-
plate, a pair of gaff-hooks pivoted thereto,
the pivots thereof being in substantially the
same axial line, the gafi-hooks extending out-
ward and downward from the pivots in oppo-
site directions, each gaff-hook being formed
with a lateh-receiving part, said parts being
adapted toregisterwhensaid hooksaremoved
outward to their set position, a spring nor-
mally acting to close said hooks, a latch de-
vice adapted to automaltically slip into en-
gagement with said lateh’-receiving parts
when they are in register to lock said hooks
in their open or set pogition and a bait-hook
connected to said latch device whereby a pull

| on the bait-hook will release the gaft-hooks.

5. A trap-hook comprised of asupporting-

plate, a pair of gaff-hooks arranged to cross

each other near their upper ends and pivoted

| to the supporting-plate at their point of in-

tersection, and formed with the uppershorter
arms o and the lower longer arms 2, a latch-
receiving part formded on each of the gaff-

| hooks at their point of intersection said parts

being adapted to register with each other
when the gafi-hooks are in their open or set
position, a sliding lateh device carried by the
supporting-plate and adapted to engage. the
lateh-receiving parts when they are in regis-
ter to hold the gaff-hooks in their open posi-
tion, a bait-hook carried by said sliding latch
device, a spring normally closing the gaff-
hooks and a stop-lug on the supporting-plate
between the upper arms of the gaff-hooks
and adapted to act as a stop to limit the in-
ward movement of said arms.

6. A trap-hook comprised of a supporting-
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to register with each other when the gaff-
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3

plate, a pair of gafi- hooks arranged to eross | tersection and formed with lower hook-arms 25

each other near their u pper ends and pivoted
to the supporting-plate at their point of in-
tersection, and formed with the longer arms
2 and the upper arms 3, a lateh - receiving
part formed on each of the gaff-hooks attheir
point of intersection said parts being adapted

hooks are in their open or set position, a slid-
ing latch device carried by the supporting-
plate and adapted to engage the latch-receiv-
ing parts when they are in register to lock the
hooksin their open or set position, a bait-hook
carried by said latch device, a spring con-
nected to the upper arms of the gaff-hooks

and normally closing said hooks, and enlarge-

ments formed on the inner edges of the
smaller arms of the gaff-hooks, said enlarge-
ments being adapted to contact with each
other when the latch is released.

7. A trap-hook eomprised of a supporting- |

plate, a pair of gaff-hooks arranged to cross
each other near their upper ends and pivoted
to the supporting-plate at their point of in-

|

2 and the upper shorter arms 3, a latch-re-
ceiving part formed on each of the gaff-hooks
at their point of intersection, said parts be-
ing adapted to register with each other when
the gafi-hooks are in their open or set posi-

‘tion, a sliding latch device carried by the

supportmw—plate, and adapted to engage the
latch-receiving parts when they are. in regis-

ter to lock the hooks in their open or set po-

sition, a bait-hook carried by said latch de-
vice, a spring connected to the ends of the
shorter arms of the gaff-hooks and normally
closing said hooks, said spring extending up-

ward and being formed at its upper end into-

an eye for the reception of the line.
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my

signature, in the presence of two Wltnesses,
thls 8th da,y of January, 1902. |

GEORGE H. DOERING.

Witnesses:
- WM. R. DAvVIS,
- R. WHITE.
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