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To all whonv it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE I. CRESSLER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Fort
Wayne, in the county of Allen in the State
useful Imp1 ovementsin Poeket—Caseq for Cig-
arettes or Cigars; and I.do hereby deelare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact
description of the invention, which will en-
able others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
which form part of this specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
pocket-cases for cigars or cigarettes.

It is well known that in the pocket cases or
boxes now in general use for cigarettes and
certain kinds of cigars it 1s inconvenient to
extract the contents for use, particularly if

the Dox or case is filled, for the reason that

the topsof thecigarettes are slightly below the
top of the case 01 box, an arrangement made
necessary by the style of lid or closing end
flap 1n general use in such cases or boxes.
The object of my present invention is to
provide an improved portable cigarette case

or box 1n which the cigarettes can be readily

elevated 1n thelr containing-case to facilitate
thelr removal. |

My invention consists of a pocket case or
box for cigarettes provided with a fixed in-
ternally-arranged lifting-flap normally rest-
ing upon the bottom and adjacent sides of the
box and adapted to raise the contents suffi-
ciently above the top of the box to be readily
orasped by the fingers of the operator.

The novel feature of my invention resides
1n the means for elevating the contents of the
box above the top thereof for the convenient
selection and removal of a cigarette or cigar.

In the accompanying drawings, in which
similarreference-numeralsindicatelike parts
throughout, Figure 1 is a perspective view of
a common form of cigarette-box, broken away
in part, showing my improved lifting-flap in
its normal position therein. Fig. 2 is a side
view of a cigarette box or case filled, with the
sald flap shown dotted In position and one
side of the box broken away. Iig. 3isa side
view of a filled case or box, pmtly broken

away, showing the appr 0"«{1mme position the

the broad sides of the box.

contents assume when the 11ft1utr - flap 1s
raised.

The box or case 1 of any suitable form, di-
mensions, or material, but preferably of rec-
tangular form, ad‘apted-to contain ten ciga-
reftes 2 in two rows and made of one-piece
paper blanks, has its open top closed by a
folding flap 3, whose outer portion 4 is adapt-
ed in closing the top to-be received snugly
within the said top in a well-understood man-
ner, said flap 3 being arranged along one of
To the inner face
of one of the narrow upright sides 5 is pasted
or otherwise secured the inner end 6 of the
lifting flap or strip 7, which rests loosely on
the bottom of the box or case 1, is continuned
npward adjacent to the inner face of the op-
posite side, and has its free end 8 outwardly
bent and of a proper length to form a handle

for operating the said lifting-flap 7 and pro-

trudes from the top of the box or case when
the lid 3 is closed. It will be observed, how-
ever, that the free end § of the strip 5 projects
beyond the box 1 at a point adjacent to the
closing-flap 3 and works in a plane at right
angles to the plane of movement of the flap
3. Asit is the purpose of the present inven-
tion to maintain the end S always at the ex-
terior of the Dbox to be readily grasped when

desired, it is obvious that this position of the

end S enables the same to always project be-
yond the box, so that the flap 3 when being
closed is not liable to fold upon the end 8.
The latter therefore always remains exposed.

- The mannerof employing my improvement
thus described 1s obvious and, briefly stated,
is as follows: When the cigarettes are in po-
sition in the said box or case, they rest upon
the horizontal inner portion of the said flap,
which in turn rests upon the bottom of the
sald case, and the top of the cigarettes will
be fiush with the top of thecase. Whenitis
desired to extract a cigarette 2 for use, the
operator lifts up on the said flap-handle 8,
thereby elevating the said contents into ap-
proximately the position shiown in Kig. 3, at-
ter which they can readily and conveniently
be removed at pleasure. The operator then
pushes downward on the flap 7 and forces the
contents back to their normal position, as
shown in Fig. 2,.after which thelid 3 can be
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closed, leaving the free end S pmtrudmg at | position to be grasped for elevatmw the con-

all tlmes

Evidently the containing-case 1 may be
made 1In a crrea,t variety of f01 ms and can be
made of many kinds of material, as of alu-

miniam or leather or other ﬂemble'matenal
The lid or top 3 can be omitted, if desired,
and the said case can be adapted to be used

~ for cigars as well as cigarettes, the said lift-
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ing-flap performing the same function in

either case.
Having thus described my invention and
manner of using the same, what I desire to

‘secure by Letters Patent is—

1. As an improved article of manufacture,
a case or holder for cigarettes and analogous

articles, comprising a box having one of its

ends closed and a closing-flap hmﬂ'ed to its
open end, and a flexible llftlnw-strlp arranged
in said box and having one of its ends pro-
jecting on the exterior of the box and at a
point to move in a plane at right anglesto the
plane of movement of the closm O'-ﬂa,p, where-
by said projecting end is .-;uw.ays maintained
at the exterior of the box and in convenient

tents of the box.

2, As an improved &113101@ of manufacture,

a case or holder for cigarettes and analowou%
articles, comprising a “box having one of its

ends closed and a closing-flap hlnwed to its

30

open end, and a flexible hftlnﬂ‘-stup arranged

in said box and having one.of its endssecur ed

to one side of the box sald strip traversing

the bottom and sides of the box and prOVId—

ing a support for the contents, the free end
of s.:ud strip projecting on the exterior of the

box and at a point to movein a plane at right

angles to the plane of movement of the cloa-
mn"—ﬂap, whereby said projecting end is al-
ways maintained at the exterior of the box
and In eonvenient position to be grasped for
elevatmﬂ' the contents of the box.

Swned by me at Fort Wayne, Allen county,
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State of Indiana, this 15th day of August, 45

A. D. 1900.
 GEORGE H. CRESSLER.
Witnesses: |
ALICE KEARNS,
WwWarTs P. DENNY.
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