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UNITED STATES P
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CARPET-STRETCHER.

EPEGIFKQ&TZ{ON':f'orn1ing part of Letters Patent No. 695,772, dated IMarch 18, 1802.
Application filed November 29, 1601, Serial No. 84,0600, (No model.]

Zo all whom it may concerz:
Be it known that I, JOHN WHIKEHART, a

citizen of the United States, and a residentof

Zanesville, in the county of Muskingum and
State of Ohio, have invented a new and Im-
proved Carpet-Stretcher, of which the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact deseription.
My invention relates to carpet-stretchers,
more particularly of the kind which are com-
pact and can be readily folded into a small
space and sold as articles of manufacture.

The invention consists in the novel con-

struction and combination of the several
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth,
and pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying

drawings, forming a part of thisspecification,

- 1n which similar eharacters of reference indi-
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cate corresponding parts in all the fisures.

Figure 1 is a plan view of my device, and
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section thereof.

A longitudinal member1 is provided at one
of its ends with a metallic anchor or claw 2
for the purpose of temporarily engaging the
floor and provided at its other end with an
upwardly-projecling bent portion 3, which is
pivoted at 3* to a board 4, the said board be-
ing provided with a cross-piece 15, thus hav-
ing substantially the form of a T.

Upon one end of the T-shaped board are
mounted a pair of brackets 5, bent upward,
as shown in Fig, 2, and pivoted at 6 to a le-
ver 7, provided with a longitudinal slot 8.
Oneend of the lever 7 is provided with a han-
dle 9 and the other end with a cross-bar 16,
which is in turn provided with teeth 10, dis-
posed after the manner of the teeth of a
hand-rake. |

A boss 11 extends across the slot 8 in the
lever 7, as indicated in Fig. 2, and upon a
pivot12in the T-shaped board 4 is mounted a
small hand-lever 13, provided with ratchet-
teeth 14 for the purpose of engaging said boss
11. The brackets 5 are secured upon the T -
shaped member 4 by means of fastenings 17.

T'he operation of my device is as follows:
The carpet to be stretched is placed upon the
loor and nailed'at oneedgein the usual man-
ner. The double claw 2 is driven into the

floor a short distance by a gentle tap from a
hammer or by the pressure of the foot,
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may be applied either di-re.ctlj to the claw 2

or to the longitudinal member 1 immediately
adjacent to said claw. This affords an an-
chorage forthe machine. The cross-piece 15
normally rests loosely upon the carpet. The
teeth 10 are now caused to engage the sub-
stance of the carpet and thehandle 9 ismoved
downward. 'This movement of course causes
the teeth 10 to approach the claw 2, as indi-
cated 1n dotted lines in Fig. 2, thus stretch-
ing the carpet, which is nailed in the usual
manner. The hand-lever 15 can be disen-
gaged from the boss 11 whenever desired,
thus enabling the handle 9 to be raised in
case another stroke isdesired. The ratchet-
teeth 14 by engaging the boss 11 hold all of
the parts in the position which they assume
when the handle 9 is depressed. |

It will be noted that while the general shape
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of the T-shaped member 4 is longitudinal,

yet the brackets 5 are of such form and are
so disposed that the pivot 6 is out of aline-
ment with the general planeof the T-shaped
board. It will also be noticed that the up-
wardly-bent end 3 of the longitudinal mem-
ber 1, which engages the pivot 32, forms a
considerable angle relative to said T-shaped
board 4. |

The object of the upwardly-bent end 3 of
the longitudinal member 1 and of the up-
wardly-bent ends of the brackets 5 is to en-
abie the apparatus to be folded into the
smallest and most compact form possible, so
that all of the principal members of the de-
vice can be brought practically into parallel-
1sm with each other.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim ag new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— L | |

1. As an article of manufacture, a carpet-
stretcher, comprising a longitudinal member

| provided at one end with an anchor for en-

gaging the floor and at the other with a bent
portion, a T-shaped board provided with a
slot in which said longitudinal member is
pivoted by means of said bent portion, brack-

ets mounted upon said T-shaped member, a

lever provided with a toothed bar and also

provided with a longitudinal slot through-

which said longitudinal member passes, a

which | second lever provided with a rack and piv-
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oted upon said T-shaped board, and a boss

upon said first-mentioned lever, forengaging
the teeth of said second-mentioned lever.

2. As an article of manufacture, a carpet-

stretcher, comprising a T-shaped board pro-
vided with a slot, a longitudinal member pro-
vided with an anchor for engaging a Ifloor

and pivoted within said slot, brackets secured

upon said T-shaped board and curved out of
alinement with the general plane thereof, a

lever pivoted in said brackets and provided

with a toothed bar for engaging a carpet, and
means for securing said T -shaped board and
said lever in predetermined relative positions
at will. | :
3. As an article of manufacture, a carpet-
stretcher, comprising a T-shaped board pro-
vided with a slot and also provided with up-

wardly-curved brackets, a longitudinal mem- |

695,772

ber provided with a fastening for engaging

“the floor, said member being bent upward at

one of its ends and pivoted at said end to said
T-shaped board within the slot in said board,
a lever pivoted to said brackets and provided
with a toothed bar for engaging the floor,

and means for securing sald lever and said
T-shaped board in predetermined positions

at will, the arrangement being such that said
lever, said T-shaped member and said longl-

tudinal member are free to assume positions

substantially parallel with each other.

In testimony whereof I have sicned my
name to this specification in the presence of

two subsceribing witnesses. |
JOHON WHIKEITART.
Witnesses:
A. J. ANDREWS,
M. IR. MAHER.
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