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- oyster-culling hammer. Fig
view taken at right angles to Fig. 1.
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~ ignates the head of the tool, which head is

‘which the following is a specification.

-tions and arrangement of the parts hereinaf-

which—
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To.all whom it may concermn: ]

Be it known that I, JoEN W. RUSSELL, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Balti-
more, in the State of Maryland, haveinvented
certain new and useful Improvements in
Hammers and Rakes for Culling Oysters, of |

Thisinvention is an improved hammer and
rake for culling oysters; and its object is to |

provide a culling hammer and rake in which
the fastening means for securing the head to I
the handleis so constructed as to protect the

latter and prevent it from being worn by the

abrasive action of the oysters when u:si:a_g;:_i

| teature of the invention, for by this construe-

either the rake part or hammer part.
The invention consists in certain construc-

ter fully described and claimed, reference be-
ing had to the ‘accompanying drawings, in |

Figure 11is a side elevation of the improved
Fig. 2 is a similar
| Fig. 3
18 & detail plan view of the head detached
from the handle. o | |

Referring to the drawings, the letter A des- |

provided with a hammer end ¢, a pick or rake
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18 provided with a transverse portion £ in the
‘sald hole ¢ and with two parallel guard mem-

form hooks in contact with the said head,

end b, and a handle-eye ¢, in which are formed
two diametrically opposite recesses d in aline-
ment with the two ends of the head, as best
shown in Fig. 3. o -

The wood handle B of the tool has one end
inserted in the eye c of the head and is pro-
vided at a point remote from said head—for
instance, one-third to one-half the entire
length of the handle-—with a transverse hole
e extending entirely therethrough, and a fas-
tening C, preferably of stout malleable wire,

bers g extending longitudinally along oppo-
site sides of the handle to the head. The
ends of said guard members pass through the
recesses d to the outer face of the head A and |
are there bent laterally, as indicated at %, to

whereby the head is fastened securely to the
handle, - S -

It is to be especially noted that the guard
members of the fastening-wire C, that ex-
tend longitudinally along the handle B, are

not recessed in said handle, but are entirely |

head, the latter, by means of its recesses d,

exposed along the handle below the metal .

which receive the wires, making suitable pro-
vision for the passage of the wires there-

through without recessing or embedding the
wires in the handle. This is an important

tion and arrangement said fastening-wire, be-
sides serving as a means for holding the head
securely on the wood -handle, also serves to
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from the rough oyster-shells as the pick end
of the tool rakes the oysters from the pile,
and then the hammer end of the tool knocks
apart several oysters that may have adhered
together or knocks off barnacles or empty
shells. | o S
Without the wire-guard members on the

sides of the handle below the head the shells

and sharp stones would cut the handle, so

that it would soon break, and when the ham-
mer part of the tool is used for opening oys-

it should strike against the sharp ¢ break” on

which the oyster is held while its mouth is

being broken off. _ -
THaving thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire tosecure by Letters
Patent, is— o
An oyster-culling hammer and rake com-
prising a metal head provided with a pick end

-and a hammer end, and also provided with a

handle-eye in whose walls are formed dia-
metrically opposite recessesin alinement with

3o

the said two ends of the head; a wood handle

fitted in said eye and provided at a point re-
mote from said head with a transverse hole;
and a fastening-wire secured in said hole and

‘provided with two guard members extending

00

longitudinally along opposite sides of the han-

projecting beyond the said sides of the han-
dle and each of said members passing through

one of the recesses in the head, with its ex-

tremity forming a hook in contact with the

outer face of the latter, as set forth.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature

in the presence of two witnesses.

- JOHN W. RUSSELL.

Witnesses: o
CHARLES B. MANN, Jr.,
CHARLES L. VIETSCH.

‘dle below the head and entirely exposed and
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e
ters the wire guard will protect the handle if o
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