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To all whom it maz j COTLCETTL:
Beitknownthatl, AUGUST ZWICKER aeiti-

zen of the United States residing at Rusk in

the county of Cherokee and State of Texas
have invented new and useful Improvements
in Knives, of which the following is a spem-

- fication.
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- pruning implement for shrubbery and trees. -
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My invention relates to pruning - knives;
and its primary object is to plowde a devme
of this character of simple and inexpensive
construction which will be light, but strong
and durable and capable of gener&l use as a

Theimprovement may be used with or with-

out a rod or pole and is provided with means |
for suspending it from the clothing of the

user when temporarily not required Tor use.

The construection of the improvement will
be fully described heremafter in connection
with the accompanying drawings, which form
part of this speeiﬂeamon and Il}‘& novel fea-
tures wiil be particularly pointed out in the

- appended claims.
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In the drawings, Fin*me 1is a view in per-
spective of the invention applied to a pole.
Fig. 2 is a vertical section of the same.

ing the knife from the person of the user.

Fib 41s a side elevation of the securing-yoke
employed detached. Fig. 5 is a perspective
view of the upper end of the pole. Fig. 6 is

a horizontal section illustrating the means
for securing the knife-handle and yvoke to the
pole. Kig. 7 is a fragmentary sectional view

taken thro ugh oneend of the handle and illus-

trating the relative positions of the point of
the knife and the guard-plate; and Fig. 8 is
a side elevation of a knife, 111ust1at1nﬂ' the
means of fastening the same to a ﬂ'arment
Thereference-numerall deswnates the hol-
low knife-handle, formed from : a single pleee
of metal and having atits front 81de a slot 2
extending throughout the length of the han-
dle. The upper ends 3 of the sides of the

handle are extended and bent inward upon

themselves to form friction-jaws 4, between
which the blade 5 is pivotaily secured by a
rivet 6. A shoulder 7 is formed at the upper
end of the handle to serve as a stop against

- which the shoulder 8 of the blade abuts When
the blade is fully opened, as shown_ by dotted

lines in Fig. 1. The blade 5 is of hook form,
as shown, and its point 9 when the blade is
closed rests u pon a guard-plate 10, of suitable
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material, set into the bandle, as shown in

Fig, 7.

The knife comprising merely the handle
and blade as thus far described is a conven-
ient implement for garden use; but when the

device is to be employed as a pruning-hook
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for trees the blade is turned to the position

shown in Fig. 1 and a pole 11 is inserted into

the hollow handle, which serves as a socket
for the pole. The upper end of the pole is
formed with a longitndinal slot 12 and a trans-
verse opening 15 for the purpose hereinafter

explained.

14 designates a yoke fitting over the blada

and havlnﬁ’ an arm 15, formed with .a perfo-

rated lug 16 and a curved finger-piece 17.
The lug 16 extends through the slot in the
handle, and its perforation registers with the

opposite holes 18, formed in the handle. A
colter- pin 19 e'{tends through the handle,

| pole, and lug 16, thus securing these parts
Fig. !
3 is front elevation of the knife with the pole |

- removed and attached toaspring for suspend-

firmly togethel and maintaining the blade in
the position shown in Fig. 1.
The utility of the device will be 1e&d11y ap-

| preciated from the foregoing deseription, in

S |

connection with the ﬂlustratlon in the draw-
ings. |

The pele 11 may be of any desn-ed length
and the ease with which the pole may be at-
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| opening 13 of the handle and diametrically
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tached and detached constitutes an important

feature of the invention.

In Fig. 8 I have shown means for suspend-

ing the knife from the person of the user,
which consists of a coil-spring 20, formed at
its ends with inwardly - pro;jectmﬂ' pins 21,
adapted to engage the clothes of the user.

Qo

The colls of the spring may be forced botween

| the sides of the handle 1, and by resting with-

in the slot 2 the knife will be refained in a
supported position—that is, by eonfining the
spring within the handle the liability of the
knife becoming misplaced or dropping will
be reduced. -

Iclaim—

1. A pruning - knife eomprlsmﬂ* a slotted
handle and a pivoted blade, in combination
with means for holding said blade in a par-
tially-closed positmn, comprising a yoke fit-
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ting over the blade and a depending handle
and means for detachably securing the said
depending handle to the handle of the knife.
2. A pruning - knife comprising a hollow
slotted handle having registering openings
and a pivoted blade, in combination with a
pole fitting within the handle and having an
opening registering with the openings in the
handle, asecuring-pinextending throughsaid
openings, and means for securing the blade
in partially-closed position. |
- 3. A pruning -knife, comprising a hollow
slotted handle having registering openings
and a pivoted blade, in combination with a
pole fitting within the handle and having an
opening registering with the openings in the

handle, asecuring-pin extending through said

694,814

| opénings, and means for securing the blade

in partially-closed position comprising a yoke
fitting over the handle and having a perfo-
rated ear extending thrdugh the slot in the
handle, and a slot in the pole and held by

the pin which secures the pole to the handle.

4. The combination with a pruning-knife
comprising a slotted handle and pivoted
blade, of a suspending device thereior con-
sisting of a coil-spring having pins project-

ing from the ends thereof.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature

in presence of two witnesses.
| AUGUST ZWICKER.

Witnesses: |
-~ T. H. SINGLETARY, Jr.,
T. . KILLINGSWORTH.
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