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To all whom it MY CONCermn:
Beitknown that I, ADOLPH VON SOHLUEM-_
BACH, a citizen of- the United States, and a
resident of Martinsburg, in the county of
5 Blairand State of Pennsylvania, haveinvent-

ed a new and Improved Crate, of which the fol- :
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description. .
Thls mventwn 1el&tes to a crate especially |

adapted for carrying. live fowls, the erate be-
‘1o ing constructed in a certain hemmaftm -de-
SBPled peculiar manner which enables it to
be folded when empty, so as to occupy a very
much redoeced space, thus fa,clhta,tmfr the
. transportation of the empty crate.
15  This specification is a-specific descnpt,mn
of one form of the invention, while the claims
‘are definitions of the actual scope thereof.
Reference is to be had to the a,ecompa,nymﬂ'f
drawings, forming a partof this specification,-
in which similar chamcter&s of reference indi-
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- cate cerrespondmﬂ‘ partsin all the views.

~ Figure 1 is a sectional view of the inven- | p

- tion on theline 1 1 of Fig. 2. Fig. 2isanend

elevation thereof. Fig. 3 is a section on the-

line 3 3 of Fig. 1, and Flﬂ' 4 is an end eleva- |

tion showing the crate closed. -
The battom of the crate is prefer &bly con-.

structed of an imperforate rectangularsection

- of material, as indicated at «, and the top of -

5 the crate comprises an 011ter or marginal
i be released and the end walls moved inward

frame b, the parts of which are rigidly ]omed:
:ton'ethm such frame having siats 6" and
strenﬂ‘thenmg cross-pieces Z’J2 as indicated.

35 introdunction and removal of the fawls, and

~ said opening is commanded by 2 suitable elo-
sure b°, hingedly mounted in place, as shown
best 1n Flﬂ' 3.
made up of top rails ¢ and bottom rails d,
with slats e extending between them. The

‘bearings b, attached to the inner walls of the

side parbmns of the marginal frame b of the |
top of the crate, and the ends of the bobtom_.

rails d arefitted toslide in transverse slots ¢,
formed in flanges or beads a? fastened to the
end edges of the bottom ¢ of the crate.
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the slots «'.  To fold the crate, the end walls

are pushed mwmd at their 10we1' portions, ‘;0;

| end of Fig. 1.)

| position.

| Then the bottom rails d of the side walls may
The top is provided with an opening for the

The side walls of the crate are:

ends of the top rails ¢ are mounted to rockin

Now |
it will be seen that when the crate is extend- |
ed, as shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 3, the rails d
lio with theu' ends in the outer extremities of |

that the bottom rails dshde.alonﬂ' the slots o/

and occupy the positionsshown in I‘w 4, This
enables the top of the crate to come > down 10 55
a position directly above the bottom. | o

" The end walls of the crate are made up of
top rails g and bottoin rails %, joined together ~
by slats?. The top rails g are rockably mount—_ .
| ed in the end portions of the side membersof 6o
i the marginal frame b of the top of the crate,
so that the end walls are free to swing from
the normal or active position (shewn at the

1 left-hand end of Fig. 1) inward to the folded or

‘horizontal posatmn (Shown atthe right-hand 65
The bottom rails / of the end
walls carry lock-plates 7/, which are fastened
to their inner sides and Whl@h when the end
walls are in operative position lie between the
lower or bottom rails d of the side walls to
prevent the side walls from collapsinginward.
| This arrangement is best shown 1n Fig. 5.

1 When, therefore the crate is opened, the_

arts lle as shc:wn best in Fig. 3, and the lock-
| plates 2 bear between the Dottom rails d of 75
‘the said walls to prevent the collapse of the
.¢rate. Any suitable devices—such, for ex-
ample, as hooks k—may be employed forre-
.movably holding the end walls in operative
When it is desired to knock’down 8o-
| or fold the crate, the hooks % or other fas-
tening devices used for the end wallsshoula

| to horizontal position, as explained above.

be moved inward along the slots ¢’ and the
top of the crate will fall down into close
proximity to the bottom. (SeeFig.4.) Any
desired device (not shown) may be employed
to hold the top and bottom sections of the
crate together when the erate is folded.
- If desmefl a water-trough 7%, of canvas or
‘other waterpmof fabrie may be emplﬂyed as
shown in Figs. 2 and 3. This trough is pro-
vided with a suitable jointed frame hi, fas- 935
tened to one of the walls of the crate, sothat -
the trough m‘ty be folded when:the crate is
folded. |

‘Having t]]us descmbed my mvemmn, I
claim as new and deqne to secure by Lettercf. 100
Patent—

1. A folding emte comprising a bott{}m,
top provided with side and end sections de-
pending therefrom, the end sections being
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free to fold against the’.top; and the side sec-

tions being free to fold against the end sec-

IO
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tions as thus folded so that the side and end
sections are free to open simultaneously, the

depending end sections serving as levers ot
variable powerforunfolding the side sections.

2. Afolding crate comprising a central flat
‘member,

a plurality of flat rigid sections
flexibly connected therewith and free to fold
upon the same directly, and a plurality of
flat rigid sections flexibly connected with said
flat member at right angles to the first-men-
tioned sections, and free to fold upon them
so that the first-mentioned sections in swing-

ing open serve as levers of Vamable power

for opening the other sections.

3. A folding crate having top, bottom and
side sections, eaeh respe(,twely rigid, the bot-
tom section having gunidewaysin it -ends, the

side sections having swinging connections:

with the top section and having parts slid-
ably engaging said guideways whereby said
top, side and bottom sections may be folded,

in combination with end sections pivoted to |

the top section and folding inwardly against
and parallel with the same and unfolding out-
wardly against and between the swinging

S—
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edges of the side sections so as to exert in-
creasing leverage upon the same as the said

ends are unfolded
4. A folding crate, emnpmsmn‘ a bottom, a

top provided with side and end sections de-
pending therefrom, the end sections being
free to fold 'against the top and the side sec-
tions being free to fold against the end sec-
tions, and a fastening for securing said end
sections, when unfolded, to said top section.

5. A folding crate, comprising a top, a bot-

tom provided with slots, end members pivoted

to said top and free to fold flatly against the

same, side members pivoted to said top and

free to fold flatly against said end members,
sald side members being provided with pins
for slidably engaging said slots in said bot-
tom, the arrangement being such that said
crate is free to open when the sald end mem-
bers are pulled asunder.
- In testimony whereof I have 51gned my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

ADOLPH VON SOHLUE\/IBAOII
‘Witnesses:
| H. H. I.YKENS,

THEO. D. SMUBERGER.
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