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To all whom it ma 1f COTLCLTTL: |
Be it known that I, GEORGE CHARLES LA-

- THROP, a citizen of the United States, residing

at the city of Washington, in the. Dzstmcb
of Columbia, have mvented certain new and
useful Improvemenfs 1n Portable Fences for

Chicken-Closures, of which the following is a.

specification.

The fence which fmms the sub,}eet of this
patent is designed for closures for poultry
and for removal from place to place.

Its

cheapness and convenienge for erection and
support are.the advantages due to the novel
features of its eonstrucmon and which the
claims appended hereto, in connection with
the accompanying drawings, will Speciﬁeally
state wherein the novelty resides.

In these drawings, Figure 1 represents a

- panel. of a portable fence and its mounting

spring-sill-bracing supports. Iig.2isan end
view of the same, wherein is illustrated the

automatic gripping action of the spring-sill-

bracing supports upon thesides of the wooden
base of the panel. Fig. 3 1s a side view of

the spring-sill, its braem o, and claw supports

for the panel.

The fence is made of sepamte panels of
which Fig. 1 is an illustration. The base of
the panel 1s of boards 1, closely joined and of
a height to prevent outside chickens fighting
with inside ones. These base-boards are
nailed to end battens 2 the height of the panel,
and a wire-netting 3 is secured s0 as to form
a cover for the panel between its base-boards

and a rail 4, which is secured to the tops of .
Intermediate lonﬂ‘ and short |

battens 5 and 6 connect the top Tail and the

the battens.

top edge of the base-boards on opposite sides
of the panel to give strength to its frame and
for properly fastemnﬂ' the wire covering
thereto. |

There are two sill-supports for each panel,

and resfing on the ground at right angles to

the panel each has a gripping funetion upon
the opposite sides of the board base.

- this purpose each sill forms a spring-board 7,

provided with a riser 8 on its under side at
eachend. Knee-braces9, ot straporrodiron,
are secured to the upper sides of the sill, so

that the vertical side 10 of each brace wﬂl- |

stand at right angles mediately of the length

of the sill, but sepamted a distance suited to |
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them and bind upon and give it support. It
is for this purpose that the sill has the funec-

tion of a spring-board, the spring of whichis

brought into action by the weight of the panel,

80 as to sink the middle of each board, which

forthatpurpose restson the risers S, and there-
by cause the knee-braces to approach each
other in a way to cause their vertical branches
10 $o bind hard against the opposite sides of
the base-boards. Supplementing this bind-
ing action of the knee-braces, they are aiso
provided with claws 11 at their upper ends,

: '1*eee1ve the board base of the panel between
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whichare caused by the sinking of the spring-

sill boards to pierce or be forced into the

panel-boards, and thereby increase the firm-
ness of theconnection of thesilland the panel
and give a betfer hold of the latter on the sill.

In Flg 2 the proper binding and claw aetion
on both sides of the base i3 seen, and the grip

of the claws is maintained by the wewht of

the panel.

Iclaim—
1. In a portable fence for poultl y-closur Eb,

the combination of fence- panels each having

a base- boarding and above it a wire covering,

75

with a pair of spring-sill boards, each having

a riser at each end, and & pair of knee-bm@es
rising from the sill about the middle of its
length each brace having a vertical binder
for receiving and supporting the panel be-
tween them, wher eby thesinking of thespring-
sills under the weight of the pa_nel will force
the vertical binderstoward each other against
the opposite sides of the panel-base boards.
2. In a portable fence for poultry-closures,
the combination of fence-panels each having
a base-boarding and above it a wire covering
with a pair of spring-sill boards each havmb

‘& pair of knee-braces forming vertical bind-

ers and end claws for receiving and support-
ing the panel between them, whereby the
sinking of the sill will force the brace-binders
toward each other and the end claws into the

‘panel-base.

In testimony whereof I a,fﬁt my swn&ture
in presence of two witnesses., -

GEORGE OHARLES LATHROP

A% 1tnesseb
A. RorAND J OHNSO\T
- GUY II_ JOHNSON.
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