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To all whom it maQy CORCErm.:
Be it known that I, FELIX S. TOWLE, a

citizen of the United States residing at Hack- |
ensack, in the county of Bercren and State of
New Jersey have invented a new and useful

Copy - Holder, of which the following is a
specification. o

The present invention relates to 1mp1m e-
ments in copy-holders; and one of the objects

thereof is to provide an article of this char-

acter which will hold a stenographer’s note-
book and may be used as a lap-support for
the same while taking notes, as well as hold
the book at an 1nclmat10n while the operator
1s transcribing the same. -

A further obJect of theinvention is to con-

- struet the entire device, with the exception
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- ranged to rest.
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ing 13, the ends of which are substantially |

ot 1ts supporting-leg f10m a single piece of
metal formed in a manner to faellllate the se-

cure retention of the book and having a sup-
porting-base sufficiently extensive to cause
the holder to stand solidly upon the support-
ing -surface reﬂ'ardless of imperfections in
the construetion or mountmﬂ' of the suppmt-
ing-leg.

To the aceomphshment of these ob,]ects
the construction deseribed in the following
Spemﬁcatlon and shownin the accompany ing
drawings is employed.

In the drawings, mee 1 is a front per-

spective view of a copy-holder embodying
the present invention. Fig. 2 is a rear per-
spective view of the same. Fig. 3 18 a longi-

tudinal section, and Fig. 4 is a cross section

taken on the line X X of Fig. 3.

Similar numerals of referenee designate
corresponding pa,lts in all the ﬁwmes of the
drawings.

In the constluctlon Shcmn in the dmwnws"

a platform 10is provided, having at its lower
end a ledge upon which the note-book is ar-
A pair of transversely-dis-
posed clips 12 are located near the upper end
of the platform and above the upper face |
and contiguous to the side edges thereof, the
outer ends of said chps belnﬂ' secured to the

platform and the inner ends free and ar-
ranged to engage over-the side edges of the
The platform above

rear cover of the book.
the clips is provided with a transverse open-

| the same distance from the edﬂ'es of the plat-

form as the outer ends of the chp
In the practleal construction the entire
platform is made of a single sheet of metal,

the ledge being formed by bending the lower

end of said &heet and the chps being cut
from the sheet and upset or bent 011t.wc11d1y
to proper form. The ledge extended for-
wardly from the metal plate constituting the
platform or rack is in turn bent longitudi-

nally to form a pocket 14 immediately adja-

cent to and in front of the plate,and a flange
11 downwardly ineclined from the front upper
edge of the pocl{eb and constituting a sup-
port in advance of the bottom of said pocket,

‘which latter also constitutes a supporting or

bearing part for the device. The angular dis-
position of this flange is such that in the nor-
mal position of the holder the bottom of the
‘pocket14andthelowerfrontedgeof the flange
will lie in the same horizontal plane and will
be in contact with the table or other support
upon which the holderis placed. The pocket
and flange thereby constitute a broad sup-

porting-base which wili cause the holder to

stand squarely and solidly, notwithstanding
any slight imperfections in the construction
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or ad]ustment of the supporting-leg 15, to be

described. 'The provision of this supportm -
base is a desideratum, because the support-
ing-legs of devices of thls character are usu-

30

a]ly. construeted of wire and are more or less

liable to become distorted, and thereby ren-
der the position of the copy-holder insecure.

For the purpose of holding the platform at

aninclination asupporting- leﬂ* 151semployed,
'which in the construction shown is formed of

bent to provide a honzontal shaft 16, that is
disposed tr ansversely across the real face of
the platform and is pivotally secured thereto
by means of the elips 17. This shaft carries
an offstanding stop-finger 18, that is arranged
to bear dn*a,mst the p]a,tform and limit the
outward movement of the lex. When the leg
i1s 1n 1ts operative position, as shown in Figs.
land 2, its lower end will be in the same hori-
zontal plane as the bottom of the pocket 14
and the outer edge of the supporting-flange

' a single piece of wire, the upper end being
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11, so that the dewce will be supported by |

three separated bearing parts, constituting
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an extensive and highly-effective supporting-
base.

The manner of using the copy-holder will
be apparent. The cover of a note-book 1s
passed down between the clips and the plat-
form and its lower edge rests upon the ledge
11. The operator may thus use it for taking

notes by folding the supporting-leg against

the rear face of the platform, so that it may
be held comfortably upon the lap. When
sald operator desires to transcribe the notes
taken upon the book, it is only necessary to
throw the supporting-leg to the proper oper-
ative position and place the holder upon a ta-
ble, whereupon it will be supported at the
proper inclination. As fastasthe notes con-
tained on the pages are transeribed said pages
are passed through the transverse opening
above the clips, and are thus held against any
accidental return movement.

By this construction it will be seen that a
copy-holder is provided which may be used
both as a lap-desk or as a support while tran-
seribing. Furthermore, the note-book 18 so
held that the leaves are entirely free, as the
clips only engage the cover. A further and
important advantage is that the entire device
is a simple article of manufacture which can
be constructed at an exceedingly low cost in
that portions of the platform are employed
for holding the note-book 1n place, thus dis-
pensing with the use of any separate holders.

From the foregoing it is thought that the
construction,operation,and manyadvantages
of the herein-described invention will be ap-
parent to those skilled in the art without fur-
ther deseription, and it will be understood
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that various changes in the size, shape, pro-
portion, and minor detalls of construction
may be resorted to without departing from

40

the spirit or sacrificing any of the advantaﬂes |

of the invention.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18—

A copy-holder comprising a metal plate
formed with a transverse opening, with a pair
of oppositely-disposed integral chps springing
from the plate adjacent to and directly below
the opposite ends of the opening, and with a
forwardly-projecting ledge at its lower ex-
tremity, said ledge being bent to form a
pocket arranged to rest dlrectlv upon the sup-
portmw—surface and a flange downwardly in-
clined from the front edge of said pocket and
disposed to contact with the supporting-sur-
face at an advanced point, and a swinging
supporting - leg secured to the back of the

plate and arranged to contact with the sup-

porting-surface at a point in rear of the
pocket, whereby the copy-holder proper is

provided with an extensive integral support-

ing-base contacting with the supporting-sur-

face at a plurality of separated points, and 1s

formed with a pocket for the reception of the

lower edge of the book.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

FELIX S. TOW LE.

Witnesses:
« GEORGE V. GIBBONS,
THEODORE M. GIBBONXNS.
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