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To all whonv it nualy CONCETIL:

Be it known that I, ELMER K. KISTLER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Phila-
delphia, in the county of Philadelphia and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Ear-Protec-

tors, of which the following is a full and com-

plete specification, such as will enable those
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same. S

This invention relates to ear-protectors;
and the object thereof is to provide a device
of this class which is designed to be inserted
into the outer ear and to cover or protect the
opening or canal of the ear, and 1s particu-
larly designed to prevent foreign substances
from entering the ear and to prevent salt
water or other water from entering the ear
while bathing, a further object being to pro-
vide a device of the class specified which will
exclude all harsh sounds and noises from
the ear. |

The invention is fully disclosed in the fol-
lowing specification, of which the accompa-
nying drawings form a part,in which the sepa-
rate parts of myimprovement are designated
by the same reference characters in each of
the views, and in which— -

Figure 1 is a side view of the ear, showing
my improvement applied; Fig. 2, a longitu-
dinal section removed from the ear, and Fig.
3 a plan view thereof.

In the drawings forming part of this speci-
fication, reference being made to Kig. 1,1
have represented at 5 the human ear, and In
the practice of my invention I provide a Ge-
viee of the class specified which comprises a
spherical body 6, provided at one side with a
transverse slot or opening 7 and at the oppo-
site side with a neck 8, having an enlarged
elliptical end portion 9.

This device may be composed of any desired
material, but is preferably composed of rub-
ber or other elastic, so that the body 6 may

In Fig. 1 I have shown the device applied,
the spherical body 6 being inserted into the
ear-opening or into the entrance to the canal
of the ear and being held in place by the front 50

but backwardly-directed lobe 11 of the ear,

while the part 9 of the device is inserted be-
hind and held in place by the rear outer fold
12 of the ear. |

‘“When this device is made and applied, as 55
described, it is impossible for insects or for-

“eign substances or articles to-enter the ear,

and water will also be excluded, while the ear
will be practically closed to noises or rum-
blings which frequently annoy and cause 6o
oreat inconvenience, |

Having fully deseribed my invention, what
I claim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, i1s—

1. An ear-protector, comprising a spherical 65
body portion provided on one side with a neck
ending in an enlarged flattened end portion,
and on the side opposite to the neck with a
diametrical open slot formed in the same
plane as the flattened end portion of theneck, 7¢
substantially as shown and deseribed. |

2. An ear-protector comprising an elastic
spherical body provided in one side with a
transverse slot, and at the opposite side with
2 neck the end of which is enlarged and flat- 75
tened, substantially as shown and described.

3. An ear-protector comprising a spherical

| body portion provided in one side with a

transverse slot, and at the opposite side with
a projecting neck having a flattened end, sub- 3do
stantially as shown and described.

In testimony that I claimn the foregoing as
myinvention I have signed my name, in pres-

“ence of the subseribing witnesses, this Sth

day of April, 1901.
ELMER E. KISTLER.

Witnesses:
CHARLES K. KISTLER,

45 be compyéssed, and thus made to fit in the CHARLES L. MORROW.

}

ear-opening. |
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