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To all whomn it may concer: -

Be it known that I, GEORGE W. STARRETT,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Co-
lumbus, in the county of Franklin and State
of Ohio, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvementsin Fruit-Clippers, of which

the following 1s a specification, reference be-

ing had therein to the accompanying draw-
ings.

This invention relates to fruit-clippers, the
principal object of the invention being to pro-

videasimple, practical, and inexpensive hand

device for severing or cutting the stems of
fruit, the cutter being supported upon one
hand, so as to leave the other hand free to

cling to a ladder or to separate the foliage in

order to expose the hidden fruit. The cutter
is so mounted on the hand as to leave all of
the fingers of said hand free with the excep-
tion of the forefinger and thumb, which are
used to operate the cutter, and in this way

the fingers which are left free may be utilized

to grasp the fruit and guide the same into the
mouth of the 1eeeptdcle |
With the above and other objects in view,

the nature of which will more fully appear as

the descripfion proceeds, the invention con-
sists in the novel construction, combination,
and arrangement of parts hereinafter fully
descrived, illustrated, and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 11s
a perspective view of the improved fruit-clip-
per, showing the same applied to a hand and
illustrating the advantage of placing the up-
per pwoted blade upon the inside of the lower
stationary blade. Fig. 2 1s an enlarged detail
elevation of the cutter loocking tmmrd the in-
ner side thereof. Kig. 3 is a cross-section
through the cutter on the line 3 3 of Iig. 2.
Fig. 4 is a sectional plan view of the cutter
on the line 4 4 of Iig. 2, illustrating the ob-
lique disposition of the flanges to w hwh the
fixed cutting-blade is attached.

Similarnumeralsof reference designate cor-
ficures of the draw-

ings.

The clipper contemplated in this invention
comprises a pair of blades 10 and 11, 10 rep-
resenting the stationary bladeand 11 the mov-

5o able blade, which is pivotally connected to

the fixed blade. In order to provide a broad

bearing which will insure the proper working

Fig. 2.

of the blades, both of said blades are provided
at their adjacent ends with enlarged disk-

shaped portions 12, which lie side by side and
in contact with each other and are connected
by a pivot 13. 'T'he pivoted blade 11 is nor-
mally upheld by means of a spring 14, con-
sisting of a piece of wire having a portion
thereof coiled, as at 15, around ‘nhe pivot 13,
with one terminal e‘s:bended and bentlater ELH}T

~where it passes through an opening 16 in the

heel end of the ﬁxed blade 10, as shown 1n
The other terminal of the spring is.ex-
tended lengthwise of the blade 11 and passed
through a guide or eye rivet at 17 and under

the flange or thumb-piece 20 and i1s passed
through opening 18 and secured therein, the

ﬂanﬂe forming an integral part of the blade
11 and bent to extend lwtamlly therefrom, as

shown in Fig. 3, the said flange 20 fmmlng a,

thumb- pieee adapted to leeeive the pressure
of the opelatm thamb in the manner indi-

cated in Fig. 1 when the device is mounted
upon the foreﬁnﬂ*el, as shown.

The blades are supported by means of &
split ring or thimble 21, consisting of a pair
of spring-plates substantially semicircularin
shape and provided at one side with angular
flanges 22, which lie flatwise togetherand,re-

ceive one or more rivets 23, by means of -
which the stationary blade 10 of the cutter 1S
rigidly connected to the ring or thimble.
ametrically opposite from the flanges 22 the
sections of the split ring are ovetlftpped as
shown at 24, so as to admit of the expansion
and conhactmn of the ring for adapting 1t

Di-

to fit fingers of different sizes and to hold
itself hlmly thereon. An jmportant detail

of construction which better ﬂddptb the cutter
for the purpose specified resides in mount-
ing the pivoted blade 11 so as to operate

against the inner surface of the stationary
blade 10 rather than against the outer surface

| thereof, as is universally the case with shears

and scissors now in use. The advantage of
this arrangement is that the stem of the frmt
passes across the cutting edge of the fixed
blade in a downwardly- 111(311111110* position, so
that the fruit may be grasped by the fingers
of the hand, after which the pivoted bl.—.zde 18
pressed downward, the tendency being to fur-
ther depress the stem of the fruit until such

 stem 18 actually severed.

55

6o

70

75

80

QO

103



10

IS

20

30

35

From the foregoing description it will be |

seen that I bave provided a simple, praectical,

and inexpensive fruit-clipper capable of be-

ing operated entirely by one hand, while at
the same time leaving three of the fingers of
sald hand free to grasp the fruit being cut.

At the same time the other hand is left en- .

tirely free to carry a basket, cling to a lad-
der, or separate the foliage in order to grasp
the hidden fruit. E |

- Another very important advantage of the
invention resides in disposing the flanges 22
of the ring or thimble obliquely to the plane

~of the opening therein for the reception of

the finger, which oblique disposition is clearly
shown in Fig. 4 of the drawings and enables
the cutter to be presented at the proper an-
gle to the stem of the fruit for securing the
best results, enabling the stem to be passed

at right angles across the cutting edges of

the blades preparatory to severing the stem.

Another important advantage resides in
providing the blades with the enlarged heel
ends where they are pivotally connected, thus
giving a broad bearing sufficiently large to
insure the proper codperation of the cutting
edges of the blades, keeping the same at all
times in alinement. By placing the pivoted
blade upon the inside of the fixed blade the
stems may be readily severed while in an
inclined position, and in addition to this ad-
vantage the pressure of the thumb tends to
urge the pivoted blade toward the fixed blade
asitis depressed. Thespring 14isconnected
directly with the two blades of the cutter
and cannot become displaced and at the same

time cannot interfere with the operation of

the blades. |
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It will be apparent that the device as a |

whole is susceptible of changes in details of
construction and arrangement, and I accord-
ingly reserve the right to make such changes
a8 properly fall within
pended claims.

Having thus described the invention, what
18 claimed as new, and desired to be secured
by Letters Patent, is—

1. In a fruit-clipper, a cutter comprising a

‘two-part split spring ring or thimble the sec-

tions of which are provided with angular

flanges fastened flatwise together, a station- |

ary cutting-blade fixedly connected to said

flanges, a pivoted cutting-blade connected to |

the scope of the ap- |

693,753

the fixed blade and provided with a laterally-
extending flange forming a thumb-piece, and
a blade-opening spring connecting the fixed
and pivoted blades and having one terminal
thereof bearing against the thumb-piece, sub-

stantially as deseribed.

2. In a fruit-clipper, a cutter comprising a
two-part split spring ring or thimble, the sec-

tions of which are provided with angular

flanges extending obliquely with respect to
the finger-openingin the thimble or ring and
secured flatwise together, a fixed cutting-
blade rigidly connected to said flanges, a mov-
able cutting-blade pivotally connected to the
fixed blade and provided with a laterally-pro-
Jeeting flange along its outer edge which
forms a thumb-piece, and a blade-opening
spring having one end connected with the
fixed blade and the other end connected with
the pivoted blade, substantially as described.

3. In a fruit-clipper, the combination with
a self-adjusting spring ring or thimble com-
prising sections having parallel flanges set at
an oblique angle to the plane of the ring and
fastened flatwise together, of a fixed blade
rigidly connected to said flanges, a movable
blade pivoted to the fixed blade and arranged
to operate upon the inner side of the fixed

blade or that side adjacent to the operator,

and a blade-opening spring having one end
connected with the pivoted blade and the
other end connected to the fixed blade adja-
cent to and in rear of the pivotal connection
of the blades, substantially as described.

4. In a fruit-clipper, the combination with
a ring or thimble, of a fixed blade rigidly con-
nected therewith, a movable blade pivotally

connected to the fixed blade and provided

along its outer edge with a laterally-project-
ing flangeforming athumb-piece, and a blade-
opening spring connected at one end to the
fixed blade and extending lengthwise of the
pivoted blade, said spring passing through a
guide and under the flange or thumb-piece
with the end secured in an opening at or near
the end of the blade, substantially as de-
scribed. - | -
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
- - GEORGE W. STARRETT.
Witnesses: | |
GEORGE W. RHOADES,
- W, P. SHAW,
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