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To all whom Tt may concern:

Beitknownthat I, WILLIAM MARTIN, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Salem,
in the county of Kssex, State of Massachu-
setts, have invented a certain new and use-
ful Improvement in Window-Blind Fasten-
ers, of which the following is a specification,
reference being had therein to the accompa-
nying drawings.

The object of the invention is to produce a
simple, inexpensive, and durable window-
blind fastening requiring nospecial skill and
but a trifle of labor in applying the same,
which shall be efficient in use and free from
drawbacks and disadvantages which are in-.
cident to various forms of fastening devices
at the present time in use. |

I have illustrated my invention in the ac-
companying drawings, in which—

Figurelis a view showing in elevation por-
tions of a window-casing and a blind applied
thereto, with one embodiment of my inven-
tion, a small part of the lower cross-bar of the
blind being broken out for the purpose of
illustrating features that otherwise would be
hidden. Fig. 2 is a view in vertical section
on the plane indicated by the dotted line 2 2,
Fig. 1, looking in the direction indicated by
the arrows. Fig. 3 shows in vertical section
and 1n elevation one of the eyepieces of Figs.
land 2. Kig.4isan elevation of the stop and
retainer. Fig. 5 is an elevation similar to
Fig. 1, but showing another embodiment of
the invention. .

Having reference to the drawings, 1 desig-
nates a window-casing, 2 a sill, and 3 a blind,
hinged in the usual maunner at 32 to the said
casing.

My improved fastening device usually is
applied in connection with the lower cross-
bar 31 of the blind and preferably is arranged
below said cross-piece, between the latter and
the sill 2.

My invention comprises, essentially, a
weighted or gravitating pivoted latch-lever,
extending lengthwise of the lower cross-bar
51 of the blind and codperating with a eom-
bined stop and retainer applied to the sill 2.

The gravitating lever ais connected with the |

4, having a shank 5, which is driven upwardly
into the under side of the cross-bar 31. The
gravitating lever « fits at one end thereof
within the eye 41 of the said eyepiece and
18 notched at its under side at ¢’ to fit the
lower end 42 of the said eye, whereby dis-
placement of the lever relative to the eye is
prevented. The upper portion a?of the lever
within the eye is rounded, so as to permit free
rocking movement of the lever, it being of a
height to serve by its contact with the upper
part of the eye to prevent the lever from un-
seating itself. A second eye orguide 6 is em-
ployed in connection with the lever adjacent
thefreeextremityof thelatter,whichisshaped
suitably, as at 7, to receive the finger of the

- lower cross-bar 31 by means of an eyepiece 5o
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hand by means of which the lever is manipu- -

lated. The combined stop and retainer b, ap-
plied to the sill for engagement by the lever,
has the notceh 8, into which the lever enters to
lock the blind in its closed position, as in Fig.

2, the bevel 9, against which the lever strikes

in the closing movement of the blind and up
which the.lever rides just before dropping
into the said notch, and the back-stop 10,
against which the lever strikes for the pur-
pose of limiting the closing movement of the
blind. The dropping of the lever may be lim-
ited either by the eye or guide 6, adjacent the
free extremity of the lever, or by the contact
of the upturned tail 91 of the lever with the
cross-bar of the blind.

In some cases the gravitating tendency of

the lever may be aided by the action of a
spring. Thus in one form of the invention

(see I'ig. 1) a spring, as 11, is employed in

connection with the tail of the lever. The
spring may be employed to act elsewhere
than on the tail; but the advantage in apply-
ing the same to the tail is that I am enabled
by extending the tail upward into a hole C,
formed upwardly in the cross-bar of the blind,
to locate the spring in the said hole, also, so
asthereby tohouse and shield the said spring,

i thereby concealing and protecting the same.

In the arrangement illustrated in Fig. 1 the
tall of the lever is provided with a downward
extension fitting within the coil of the spring,
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- ting within and filling the eye,

10

15

=)

-which latter rests against the plate d, that is

fastened by the screws e ¢ to the 1111(1@1" side

of the cross-bar.

I claim as my invention—

1. The improved window-blind fastening
comprising, essentially, the eyepicce adapted
to constltute a pivotal support, the lever fit-
having the
notch or seab engaging with said eyepiece to
prevent dlsplaeement and adapted to extend
lengthwise of the lower cross-bar of the blind,

and the combined stop and retainer a,da;pted

to be engaged by the said lever, substantially
as described.
2. The improved window-blind fastening
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comprising, essentially, the evepiece adapted
to constitute a pivotal support, the lever fit-
ting within and filling the eye, having the

notch or seat engagiug the eyepiece to pre-

vent displacement, and adapted to extend
lengthwise of the lower cross-bar of the blind,
the spring acting upon said lever, and the com-
bined stop and lefmnel srbstantml y as de-
seribed.

20

~In testimony whereof I affix my signature 2j

in presence of two witnesses.
WILLIAM MARTIV

\Vltnessea
CHaas. F. RANDALL
MICHART, COUGHLN
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