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To all whom it may concern:

Be it knownthat I, JouEN D. LEEN, a citizen
of the United States, res1dmg at Blaggvﬂle in
the county of Penobseot and State of Maine,
have invented a new and Improved Self-
Handling Nail-Cabinet, of which the follow-
ing is a speclﬁc&twn

This invention is designed particularly for

use in the retail handling of nails, screws,
bolts, and the like; and its object 1s to con-
stract a cabinet that will be neat in appear-
ance, easily operated, and so arranged that it
will take up very little room in a store, of
which the latterisan Important feature of all
cabinefs.

Heretofore it has generally been the custom
to provide bins in the bottom or lower part of
counters, in which nailsarekept; but with this
arrangement great trouble is experienced by
the clerks in getting the nails out, as it has to
be done entirely by hand, and as thenails are
‘““hooked” together, so to speak, few can be
taken out at a time, rendering the operation
slow and tedious, which consumes much time.
by myinvention I seek to avoid this difficulty
by arranging a cabinet partitioned so as to ac-
commodate different weights of nailsand from
which an exit or chute pwwded with a cut-
off is arranged for each separate compart-
ment. |

With various other objects in view I will
now describe my cabinet in detail in the fol-

lowing specification, reference being had to

thedrawingsforming part thereof, in which—
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved cabinet; Fig. 2, a transverse section

of the same; IKig. 3, a front elevation, parts
being broken away fmd others shown 1n Sec-

tion; Fig. 4, a defail section on about line 4
4 of Flg 2, showmfr one of the doors elevated.
Fig. 5isa detail view of one of the doors here-

inafter referred to, and Fig. 6 a detail view

showing a portion of one of the chutes.
My 1mp10ved cabinet is preferably made of

wood and is eonsbr ucted of a front section «,

a back section ¢', and two end pieces a? the

whole forming a Iect&nﬂ'ular casing or body--

A, A bott{)m B is securely held in the lower
part of the casing, being arranged obligquely

therein, with its highest point at the back and

1ts front end extending down through a slot

formed in the f101113 seetmn ¢ of the casing. | piece, as shown

I The bottom L also forms a bottom for a se-

ries of chutes, which will beexplained later on.
- Arranged securely within the body A is a
series of transverse division-plates C, which

run from the front to the back of the casing,

forming a series of compartments C', and hav-

ing their lower ends beveled to fit upon the

obllque bottom B. Xach of these division-
plates is formed with two or more grooves c,
that run the entire length of the pla,tes and
are adapted fo receive the ends of supple-
mental partitions D and D', which are ar-

' ranged at right angles to the plates C, thus

dividing each compartment into a series of
supplemental compartments, as shown., The
partitions D are of aless length than the par-
titions C and are each provided near their
upper ends with a hook d, that is adapted to
be caughton the top of the partitions C when
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the partitions D are raised, thereby holding

the latter in their raised position, thus allow-

ing an opening in the lower end of the com-

partmentb, which permits the contents of the
supplemental compartment back of the par-
tition that has been raised to escape and fall
down to the chute. - It may be stated here
that each series of compartments is of such a
size as to hold one keg of nails; and when the
first compartment is emptied the partition D
18 raised and locked, thus allowing a fresh
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supply of nails to drop down to a chute ready -

fordelivery. 'Thepur pose of these partition-
boards 18 to prevent an excessive weight
upon the needles in the chutes and to awmd
clogging. = As each series of compartments is
designed to hold three kegs of nails, the pres-
sure upon the needles, should the partitions

be removed, would tend to bend the needles

and inter fere with the easy wmkmo' of the
doors.

90

On the front of the cabinet __and arranged )

to communicate with the compartments C is
a series of chutes K. These chutes are con-
structed of atop e, that runs the entire width
of the casing, and the bottom b, which, as be-
forestated, is a continuation of the bottom B,
the ends belng closed by end pieces ad, as
shown. Partitions I are held between the

top and bottom sections of the chute and are
practically a continuation of the divisions C,
although I prefer to make them of a separate |
Doors & control the ounter
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open ends of the chutes, and the construction | titionsinan elevated position, thus providing
and operationthereof form a special featureof | atemporary communication between the sup-
my invention, and they are all consfructed | plementary compartments, and chutes com-
practically alike. The doors proper, G, are | municating with the compartments all ar-

- § made of atopg anda front¢g’. Thelatter por- | ranged Substantlally as shown and desecribed. 7o
tionis arranged atright angles to the top and, 2. In a cabinet of the character described,

- projectingdown throughaslote*inthe chutes, | the combination of a rectangular casing, di-
controls the exit thereof. The endsg®of the | vision-plates fixedly held within said casing,
front pieces are extended slightly past the | grooves formed in the said plates supple-

10 plane of the top and are adapted to work in | mental division-platesadapted toslide within 75
grooves f' in the partition F, thus forming | said grooves, and means for holding the said
steady-guides for the doors.. Securely held supplemental division-plates in an elevated

~ at their upper ends to the rear end of the top | position, chutes arranged on the front of the
section of the door are rods H, which extend | casing and havingdivisionsarrangedin aline-

15 down through openings in the bottom B of ment with the said division-plate of the cas- 8o
the cabinet a,nd are connected at their oppo- | ing, and means for controlling the outlets of -
site ends by a cross-bar £, upon which is held | the said chutes all arranged substantially as
a series of needle-points I. These points ex- | shown and deseribed. |
tend up to and through the bottom of the 3. In a cabinet of the character described,

20 chutesand form supplemental stops when the | the combination, of a casing, an obliquely-ar- 8z
doors are opened, as will appear later on. | ranged bottom formed therein, transverse
When the doors are closed, these needle- partltwns held in the casing, and having a
points are drawn down until their upper ends | plurality of grooves formed in the OppO‘Slte
are flush with the bottom of the chute, thus | sides thereof the ends of the said casing also

25 allowing the contents in the compmtments to | having grooves arranged in alinement with Qo
fall down the chutes against the front sec- | the grooves in the said partitions, and slides
tions g’ of the doors. Now should a certian | or partitions adapted to fit in the said
‘quantity of nails be wanted one of the doors | grooves, and means for holding said slides or

“is raised by the handle J and the nailsin the | partitionsin an elevated position, and chutes

30 chute, which were held therein by the door, | arranged upon the front of said casing allar- g3
immediately begin to fallout; but in raising [ ranged substantially as shown and described.
the door the needle- -points are &multaueously 4, In a nail-cabinet the combination of a
raised, thus preventing the nails in the com- | rectangular casing,transverse partitions held
partmenb from dropping out and allowing | therein, grooves formed in the inner sides of

35 only those in the chute which were held be- the end of said casing and on the opposite roo
tween the needle-points. . and the door to es- | sides of the parmtwns supplemental parti-
cape. When the door is again closed, the | tions held to slide in the said grooves and be-
needle-points recede, and the nails in the | ing shorter than the transverse partitions,
compartment are again allowed to fall down Wh‘ich permits them to be raised and lowered

40 against the door. ThlS operation is repeat- | in the said grooves, hooks secured to the top 163
ed until the desired amount of nails is re- | of the SUpplemental partitions for holding
cetved. Should the first supplemental see- | the latter in a raised p051t10u substantlally

‘tion of the compartment be emptied, the por- | as shown and deseribed.

- ~tion D is raised and the latch hooked over 5. In a cabinet of the character described,
45 the top of the partition C, thus allowing the | the combination of a ecasing, chutes held upon 116
- contents in the section back of the par tition the front of said casing, doors for controlling |
e D tofall down into the chute. The operation | the outer ends of the chutes, said doors con-
1s again repeated, when the third section is | sisting of a downwardly and rearwardly ex-
emptied and the entire supply is gone, when | tending portion, guide-rods depending from

50 the partitions D and D’ are lowered and the | the rear end of the rearward portion and be- 118
compartment refilled. ‘Ing of a greater length than the downwardly-

- I preferably use a funnel in refilling the | extending portion of the door, a cross-bar
compartment, as it prevents the spilling of | connecting the lower ends of the said rods,

- the nails when poured in the said compart- | needle-points held upon the cross-bar, and

55 ment from the keg. - extending into the chutes whereby when the 120

-~ Having thus fully described my invention, | door israised the needle-points will be corre- |
what I claim as new, and desire to secure b) spondingly raised intothe chutes,therebycut-
Letters Patent of the United States, is— ting oft the supply from the casing and a

1. In a cabinet of the character descrlbed handle held on the door, all arranged sub-

6o the combination of a rectangular body, a bot- stantially as shown and described. |
tom held therein, tlansvelse partitions ar-
ranged within said body forming compart- - JOHN D. LEEN.
ments therein, supplemental partitions mov- YWitnesses: |

HALBERT PP. GARDNER,

~ably held to the said transverse partitions, |
~ 65 and means for holding the supplementa,l par- |

Ivar M. WOODBURY.
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