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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, WILLIAM A. FIN J, & 'cm-}

zen of the United States, and a resident, of
Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State

s of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Locks for Mail-Bags

and other Purposes, of which the followmt’r'

is a specification.
- The object of this invention is to provxde a
10 cheap, simple, efficient, and easily- Opelated

fastener for mail-bags or like articles; andit
- comprises a lock so arranged in connection
with the flap that no strap is required in clos-
ing and locking the bag; butitissoarranged

15 that the lock itself has a finger which passes
through the slot or opening in the flap andis

thon turned around in such a position that it

locks and holdsthe. ﬂa,p, all of which will now
| be set forth in detail.

20 In the drawings, qure 1is a I)erspectw
view of the upper end of a mail-bag, showing
the locking-fingers in position; Kig. 2, a verti-
cal cross- secuon of a bag with the lockmn‘-
finger turned down and showmﬂ’ the rela,twe

25 pomtwn of the slot in the flap; I‘lt, 3, a sec-
tional view of the lock attached to the body of

the mail-bag with the finger locked in one po-
sition, and Fig. 4 a sectional view of the lock

with the key applied to unlock same. .
30 In construeting my invention I prefer to

have the mail- bao* 5 provided with a flap 6, -

which has a series 5 0f vertically-disposed slot‘s
7 near its lower end, these slots being so lo-
cated that the ﬁnfreis 8 of the lock will readily
- 35 pass through When the fingers are turned up

to a Vertlcal posmon as shown in Figs. 3
and 4.

- 9 of the mail- bafg‘ It compmsesabase plate
40 10 of suitable size, to which is attached or cast
| -theremth the tubular shell 11, which is of
sufficient lengh to pl’OVlde for the thickness

of both flap 6 and body 9 of the bag.
shell has oppositely-disposed notches or de-

435 tents 12. Within this shell is fitted a cylin-
der 13, having at its rear end a disk head 14,
and its forward end projects beyond the end

~ of the shell 11 and passes through and is rig-

idly attached to the finger 8 by bemrr 1weted -
This eylinder 5o -

thereto, as at 15, or othel wise.
1S SO placed Wlthm the shell 11 that it wﬂl._
readily turn. Alongitudinalslot 16 is formed
on one side of the cylinder 13, within which =
is hinged a bell-crank lever, one end of the

bell-crank lever having a point or nib 17, 55 S
‘which is designed to enter the notches 12in

the shell, a,nd opposite thereto is a point or

‘nib 18, which enters the notch 19 of the key
20. The other limb of the bell-crank lever =
has a nib, which is designed to engage with 6o

the end of the key, and behmd thlS hmb is a

spiral spring 20, designed to normally throw
out the other hmb of the lever and keep the.

nib 171in eno'a,o'ement with the notch in the

shell.
isplaced in the slotted aperture of the lock
the end thereof will press againstonelimbof -

the bell-crank lever, thus disengaging the

other limb of the lever and permlttmﬂ' the =
eylinder to turn, and when the cylinder is 70.
thus rotated one- ‘half of a revolution the nib
17 on the bell-crank lever w111 engage the:
other noteh in the shell. - |

Any form or character of lock a,nd key suit-

able for the purpose may be employed, and I 75

merely show a typical form herein to illus-

| trate the manner of applymﬂ' and opelatmﬂ'_

the same. -
What I claim as new is—

1. A fastener for mail-bags eompusmg a 8o i-
tubular shell attached to the body of a mail-
‘bag, having therein a rotatable eylinder pro- |

vided mth a projecting finger on its outer

-end, and locking mechanism within saideyl- -~
| mder in combination witha flap onsaid lock- 85
The lock itself is attached Lo the flonb body S

mo'-cyllnder said slot beingso located as to

receive the finger therein only When the cyl- .
‘inder is unlocked as set forth. | |

2. A lock for ma,ll bags or s1m1la,1 a,ltlcles |

| comprising a tubular shell open at both ends 90 -
This | |

integral with a base-plate, having interiorly

oppositely dlsposed detents, in combma,tmn-i_
with an interior rotatable cylinder provided - -

at its forward projecting end with a finger, a

bell-crank lever within said eylinder hinged 95
| within a IGCBSS, one llmb of smd 1ever llw--_ o

The key 20 is so designed that whenit 65
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ing a nib to engage with the detents of the | Signed at New York, in the county of New
outer shell and a nib to enter the notch of a ¢ York and State of New York, this 4th day of
key on 1ts other side, and the other end of { October, A. D. 1901.
sald lever having a nib to engage with the | WILLIAM A. I'INN.

5 key, and a spring to normally keep the bell- Witnesses: |
crank lever in engagement with the detents | J. D. ZERBE,

in the outer shell, as set forth. | R. THOMPSON.
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