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- To all whom z,t 17100 J concern:

Aurora, in the county of Kane,and in the Smte:'
~of Illlnms, haveinvented certam new and use-' !
ful Improvements in Letter-Boxes; and I do|
a fall, |

clear, and exactdeseri ptwn thereof, 1eference |

being had to the accompanying dtamng, in |
~which is shown in perspective a view of alet-

1o

Be it known that I, HENRY. HFTTINGLR of'

hereby declare that the following is

ter-box embodying my invention.

The object of my invention is to ﬁp'rowde:
~ aletter- box which is especially adapted for
use as a house letter-box, although capable

of other uses, such box ha,vmfr convemenf

-efficient, and nmseless means for holding ob-_.

jacts such as- letters, papers, and packfwes,

and to such ends my invention conslsts m the

| '_]etter-box hereinafter specified..
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In carrying my invention into. practice I
prowde a box A of any desired construction. |
Such box preferably has a top B, that inelines

from the rear to the front. A dom C, pref-
erably hinged at its bottom, affords aecess to
the mterlor of the box. The door has its
edges rounded by turning over a narrow strip
c a,lonn' each edge, so that the hands will not
be cut 1f de%ned the edges of the openmrr
in the box can be protectefl in a manner simi-
lar tothose of thedoor. An opening D, guard-
ed as by a lattice or glass, is provided in the

lower portion of the front of the box, so that
the interior thereof can be seen. |

Lugs E and E are formed on or secured to
the upper rear corners of the box. Arod I

is supported by the lugs E and E and is se- |

cured thereto, as by hav ing its ends passed

- through openings therein and headed over.

A spring-clip Gismountedontherod F. Such

clip consists of a central loop ¢, having a han-
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dle ¢’ projecting from its front portion and
having its rear ends connected with coiled
springs g°and g¢° thatare mounted on the rod

(.~ The ends of the springs ¢* and g® engage

the lugs E and E, as by being passed tthllﬂ'h
openings therem and hed,ded down. The

-~ springs are 8o coiled as to tend to press the
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loop toward the top of the box.. A plate H is
formed on or secured to the top of the box in

a substantially vertical-position, and such |

plate has a slot /2 in the line of movement of
the handle and which normally receives the
handle.

' cushmn plefeldb]y of rubber is seeme{] as
by foumun' such cushion of -a block I, that s
| w1del than the slot, and providing slits 7 and

v in the sides of the block, in whlch slits the

edges of the plate m; the cudes of the cﬂm: :we-_'_-j o

r ecewed

‘When. It 1&, deswed to 1nse1=t an ob,]eet be-'-' C
neath the spring-clip, the latter is raised by
| means of the handle, and the object is Insert- -
ed either laterally or from the front. |

6'0"-

Upon -

releasing the handle the object will be: se-

curely held from escape by the sprmf‘r-elm, in.
conjunction with the top of the box and the
lugs, and it will be prevented from accidental =
| d'splacement forward by the plate}I. When -
it is desired to release the object, it can be =~ .
drawn laterally from undertheclip. Theblow
of the elip on the box caused by its snapping
down as the object is withdrawn is received

on the cushion, and the. unpleasant sound of -

a blow on the hollow box is avoided.

(,hanﬂ‘es can be made in the COllth‘HCflOH:-
illustrated that are w1t11m t,he scope of my 111-_

vention.

Having thus desulbed my mventlon what_

I claim is—
1. In a lettel box, Lhe combma,mon of a

| spring-clip attached to the top of the box at
ornear the back thereof, and a plate project-

ing upwardly on the forward portion of the

said top, said eclip projecting forward of the
sald plate, &,ubstammlly as and for the pur-

pose described.
- 2. The combination in a leLter- box, with a
spring-clip attached to the top of the box, of

ing an upwardl,) -opening slot in which such
handle is normally received, substantially as
and for the purpose descubed

3. The combination in a letter- box, with a
spring-clip attached to the top of th_e box, of
a substantially vertical plate on the said top,

‘such clip having a handle and said plate hav-
ing an upwmdly opening slot in which such

handle 1S normally received, and a cushion in

said slot and beneath such handle, substan-

tially as'and for the purpose deseubed

4. The combination in a letter-box, with a

spring-clip attached to the top of the box, of

a substantially vertical plate on the said top, |

In the lower portion of the slot a | suchclip havmﬂ'a]mndle, and smd plate hav--

a substantially vertical plate on the said tOp, o
such elip having a handle, and said plate hav-
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ing an upwardly-opening slot in which such | have hereunto set iny hand this 1'3t]1 day of

handle is normally received, and a cushion in | November, 1900. |

said slot and beneath such handle, said cush- | T T

ion having slits in its sides by which 1t is en- | HENRY HETTINGER.
5 caged by the edges of the plate, substantially [ = Witnesses:

as and for the purpose desecribed. | W. II. MOREY,

In testimony that I claim the foregoing 1} PHIL. LOHRMANN.
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