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mates can escape.
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To all whom it may concermn:

 Be it known that I, THOMAS-G. GOODFEL-

LOW, a citizen of the United States, and a
reSIdent of Chicago, in the county of Cook
and State of Illinois, have invented certain
new and useful Tmprovements in Fire-KEs-
capes, of which the followmw 1S a full olear

and exact spemﬁcatmn -
It is usual in factories, hotels and large .
business blocks to provide fixed str ucbures_

on the outside of the building for escape in
case of fire. These structures must necessa-
rily be placed at the ends of corridors or halls,

where they can be reached by the inmates
16 frequently-
- happens that the halls leadmﬂ‘ to these fire-.

from any roomin the building.

escapes become lmpassable before all the in-
The escapes are unsightly
and mar the architectural lines of thetbuilding.

This invention relates to improvements in

fire-escapes whereby means of egress may be

~afforded from every room in the bmldmwand --
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if need be, from practically every Wll’ldOW
The means provided are so disposed in the
structure as to be normally out of view, and

consequently not detrimental to the appear- |

ance of the building.

The invention eonmsts in tho mattels here-'

inafter set forth, and more partleulally pomt—
ed out in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a view in ele-_

vation of a portion of a building fitted with

devices embodying the salient features of my.

invention, parts of the cornice being broken
away to ﬂ*we a clear view and the dewce be-

ing Shown both in its eoneealed and in its |
Fig. 2isa plan Vlew show-;'

working position.

i ing some of the det.:ulq of the device.
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. as a factory or hotel, surmounted at the top
with the usual cor mee B.. This cornice 1s of.
theusualhollowconstructionand ismade with
apluralityof pocketsatregularintervalsalong
the building, preferably corresponding to the |
unbroken portions of the wall adjacent to the |
- vertical lines of the windows.
-~ ets open downward, portions of the plancher
‘being cut away. In each of said pockets a
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Referlmn' to the drawings, A replesents a

portion of the wall of a la,rn'e building, such |
| may be used. A snatch block Q may be fas-

tened to-the lower portion of the wall under E
~As herein-shown, the '

pulley C.is secured to the under side of the

projecting end of a beam of the building.
~ On either side of th1s pulley 1eels D are cle-

1 when 16 1s allowed to. fall.

These pock-

| td,cha,blj &upported on 11011701113(1,1 pwats G,
between two vertical parallel guide- pla,tes*E |
These pivots extend thmmgh aper-

and H'.
tures orslots in the inner guide-plates E'into

pivot-sockets I in the reels and are secured

at their other ends to swivel-plates H, which -

oscillate horizontally on bolts I', by which they

aresecured to the frame of the bulldmn‘ Sald
plates, and consequently said pivot-pins G,

6o

are normally held in the position shown in
Fig. 2 by a spring I, one end ‘of which is se-

cured to one of the plates H and the other to. |
65
swung so that the pivots are withdrawn from -

the 1eelq D by means of a chain J, secured to =
The =

the side of the building. -Said plates may be

the plates, which is fastened to a wire.

latter passesover a fixed pulley K, and thence

down the wall to a convenient hewht above

the ground for operating. As a means of pro-

tectmn from the weather and to prevent mol-
estation to said chain it may be inclosed ina

pipesecured on the side of the bunilding. Its

Jower-end is provided with a weight, such as

a few feet of chain, which rests on the n*lass

'75.'_‘ .

bottom of a case or--box Q, secured to the

side of the building.

pwot pins G, out of engagement with the reels
A rope, cord, or

‘8aid weight is so pro-
portloned in reﬂ'ald to the pull of the spring

I as to move the plates, and consequently the 8o -

wire O is passed over the fixed pulley C, each - -

(‘end being detachably secured to one of the

reels D and the rope, cord, or wire bemn‘
smoothly wound upon them.
At thebottom of the wall under the poekets

of the cornice areas may be formed, in which
4 carrier P, having a reel of. heamer rope se- - -

[ cured to its handle, lines of hose, and other S
qmba,bleappa:mtus,may be stored, or theregu- - -~
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lar areas of the building under the windows

the reel- pockets.
snatch-blocks are secured 1D the area-wa,lls

‘bottom of the case Ois broken.

05

~ The operation of the device is as follows:
In case of fire or other emergency the glass =
‘This releases
the weight R, which falls and trlps the swivel-
plates, thereby moving pivots G out -of the = =
reel-sockets and aJllowmﬂ' the reels to fallto -
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‘the ground, uncoiling t_he rope or cord, so

that it hangs in a double line over the fixed . -
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pulley C from the cornice to the ground. One
end may be passed over the nearest snatch-
block and the other end secured to the rope
on the reel of a carrier, which latter may be
thereby quickly raised and swayed by means
of a suitable guy-line to the upper windows
of the building, thereby affording easy means

of escape; or lines of hose may be quickly:

run to the top of the building by aid of the
rope, and by nozzles turned by hand-lines
running to the ground firemen may direct
streams at will into the building. A line may
be provided for every window in the building.
It will be understood that the operative
arts of the device are made ot fireproof ma-

- terial. Themannerof coiling the rope around
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the comparatively heavy reels insures its
paying out easily, while the weight of the
reels is sufficient to bring the line to the
ground regardless of any wind which may be
blowing. | - |
The device is wholly concealed within the
cornice when not in use. As the chain con-
ductor may be built in the wall, 1t does nout

‘mar the lines of the building and affords a

ready means of escape without cumbering the
walls or taking up air and light space.
What I claim as new 18—
1. The combination with the cornice of a
building of a fixed pulley, secured within
said cornice, a cord passing over said fixed

pulley, vertical parallel guide-plates within

said cornice, reels carrying said cord detach-
ably secured between said guide-plates and

means for releasing said reels from said cor-

nice and guide-plates.

9. The combination with the cornice of a
building of a fixed pulley, secured within
said cornice, a cord passing over said pulley,
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nice, horizontal pivot-plates pivotally secured
within said cornice, reels carrying said cord,
detachably supported by said pivot-plates be-
{ween said guide-plates,means normally hold-
ing said pivot-plates in engagement with said
pulleys, and means for releasing said pivot-
plates from said reels. | |
3. The combination with the cornice of a
building of a fixed pulley secured within
said cornice, a cord passing over said pulley,
parallel vertical guide-plates within said cor-
nice, horizontal pivot-plates pivotally secured
within said cornice, reels carrying said cord
detachably supported by said pivot-plates be-

tween said guide-plates, a spring acting by

tension to hold said pivot-plates normally in

engagement with said reels, and a cord ex-

tending from said guide-plates to the ground
for moving said pivot-plates out of engage-
ment with said reels.

4. The combination with the cornice of a

' building of a fixed pulley secured within

said cornice, a cord passing over said pulley,
parallel vertical guide-plates within said cor-
nice, horizontal pivot-plates pivotally secured
within said cornice, reels carrying said cord
detachably supported bysaid pivot-plates, be-
tweon said guide-plates, a spring acting by
tension to hold said pivot-plates normally in
engagement with said reels, and a cord oper-
atively secured to said pivot-plates and de-
tachably secured to the building, and adapt-
ed when released therefrom to throw said

pivot-plates outof engagement with said reels.
THOMAS G. GOODFELLOW,

Witnesses:
M. FRIEL,
FRANK D. THOMASON,

| parallel vertical guide-plates within said COr- 40
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