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To all whom z,t QY CONLCETT:
- Beit known thatI, JoHN CALDWELL, 2 mm-

zen of the United Sbetes residing at ane-'

apolis, county of Hennepin , and State of Min-
5 nesota, have invented certain new and useful

Improvementsm Leather-Streteching Devices, |

of which the followingis a Speelﬁeatlen

My invention relates to the clamps or de-'_
vices used in connection with leather-stretch- -
ing machines for holding the ends of the

10
leather during the operation of stretching it;
andtheob,]eetofthe presentinv entlenlseu in-
provement of the means for connecting such

priate parts of the stretching ‘mechanism.

L5
My improvements, stated in a general way,

eonsmt in providing the stretehe1-head with
a series of slots extending lengthwise of the

stretching-frame, the walls of the slots hav-
ing Verneal or smtebl} -slanting notches, cor-
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| ucretmns orlikeir regularities ef surface and

independent leather-holder coupling devices
consisting of plugs or small metal bodies hav-

ing their s1de walls adapted to fit in the slots

surfaces of the slot-walls, and thereby become
locked to retain the leather-holders in place,

and means for detachably and preferably piv-

- otally connecting leather-holders to the coup-
30 ling devices. Sueh devices are illustrated in
the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a plan view of a portion of a

stretcher head and frame equipped with my
improvements. Fig. 2 is a similar view, en-
35 larged, of a portion of Fig. 1.
tion and a leather-holder and its coupling de-
vice in side elevation, and Fig. 4 is a detail
of the coupling device viewed from beneath.
In the drawings the reference-number 1
designates one of the sides of an ordinary ree-
tan n'ular stretcher-frame, and 2 its stationary
: head secured thereto by bolts or in any suit-
able way.
tainin® the stationary head is selected for
convenience of illustration; but my improve-
ments are applicable as well to the slidable
head of the apparatus.
On the surface of the head (whlch may be
go of wood) is secured a metal plate 3, extend-
ing from ride to side of the head a,nd having
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leather-holders to, the heads or other appro-

at selected points and engage the irregular

Fig. 3 shows
a portion of the stretcher- heed in vertwal Sec-

T'he portion of the apparatus con-

‘the plate may turn freely on the plurr .,

freely under tension.

a series of slots 4 a sunable dlslance apart
and extending parallel with the frame sides
1—in other words, in line with the direction
of movement of the sliding stretcher-head. g5
The side walls of the slots 4 are provided with
notches, corrugations, orlike irregularities 3,
ettendmfr in vertical or suitably -slrmtmn‘ dl-

rection. | | |
"The coupling device eenelets of a pl'lﬂ' or Ge g

short metal body 6 of proper size to enter a
> 1 slot 4 and having on its side walls sunitable
irregularities of surface of the slot-walls to g
hold the plug against movement along the 65' ol

notches or 111efrular1t1e% 7 for engaging the

slot when sub]eeted to tension. On the up-
per surface of the plug is placed a plate or

other suitabie body of metal 8, and the two
members are connected by a pwet 9, so. that

convenience in handling the device the plate

‘8 is provided with a handle 10, which is pref- -
erably formed on the upper end of the pivot -
9. The forward end of the plate8 is prefer-- o
‘ably provided with a hook 11 for making con- 4

nection with the leather-holder The holder
selected for illustration.is of the clamp form,
comprising a base- plate 12 and an upper mov-

‘able jaw 13, the base member having a tail-

piece 14, prowdﬂd with an opening 15 con- 8o

vexed teward the coupling device and adapt- R
ing it to receive the hook of the coupling de-
vice and permit the holder to be adjusted lat-
erally on its pivotal connection and to swmo*

In a practical epphcation of the devwee, as
illustrated in Fig. 1, a series of the holders

‘may be made to enn'a,ﬂ'e portions of the irreg-

ular end of a sideor other division of leather

L and the leather and the holders placed on 9.9 a

the stretcher-head. The holders may then be
successively connected to the head by insert-
ing the plugsot thecouplingdevicesat proper
pomts in the slots 4 to cause the hooks 11 to =~ .
engage in the tailpiece-openings 15, The piv- 95
otal connection of the plates 8 to the plugs 6
enables them to be turned laterally, when nec-
essary, to proper position to engage the hold-
ers and thereafter permit free swinging move: -
ment of the holders with respect to the plu 30,
The subject-matter of invention herein d1s--
closed and not herein claimed 1elet1nﬂ' to
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means for adjustably pivoting the leather- ] provided with a body adapted to be inserted

holders to their coupling devices is reserved
to be claimed in my pending applications,
Serial No. 1,424, filed January 15, 1900, and
Serial No. 10,128, filed March 26, 1900.

Having described my invention, what I
claim is— ' | -

1. The combination with a stretcher-head
having a slot extending in the direction of
the machine’s tension, the side walls of the
slot having irregularities of surface, of an
independent leather-holder coupling device
provided with a body adapted to be inserted
and retained in suchslot toconnect a leather-
holder to the stretcher-head, substantially as
set forth.

2. The combination with a stretcher-head
having a slot extending in the direction of
the machine’s tension, the side walls of the

slot having irregularities of surface, of an |
independent leather-holder coupling device |
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and retained in such slof, and means for piv-

otally connecting a leather-holder to the coup-

ling device, substantially as set forth. .

3. The combination with a stretcher-head
having a slot extending in the direction of
the machine’s tension, the side walls of the
slot having irregularities of surface, of an
independent leather-holder coupling device
provided with a pivotally-connected body
adapted to be inserted and retained in such
slot, and means for connecting a leather-
holder to such coupling device, substantially
as set forth. S

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 15th day of November, 1901.

JOHN CALDWELL.

In presence of—
F. H. GEORGE,
P. II. GUNCKEL.
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