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To all whom it may concern:
Beit known that I, O1T0o HOFFMANN, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
Portland, in the county of Multnomah and
State of Oregon, have invented a newand use-
ful Improvement in Grass-Catcher Attach-
ments for Lawn-Mowers, of which the follow-
ing is a specification, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings as constituting
a part thereof.

My invention relates to the receiver or re-

ceptacle attached tolawn-mowers for the pur-

pose of catching the grass-clippings thrown
off by the knives; and my invention has for
1tsobject to obtain a simple, inexpensive, and
serviceable contrivance and to provide for re-
movably suspending the same from the yoke

of the handle-bar of the lawa-mower in such

position as to be well adapted for the work it
has to perform. |

To this end my grass-catcher comprises a
wire frame of suitable shape having ears
formed at its mounth end, and the extremities
of the yoke of the handle-bar are bent down-
ward at an oblique angle and provided with
laterally-projecting stud-pins, on which the
mouth end of the catcher is removably sus-
pended by its said ears. These features and
the general construction and operation of m y
Invention are illustrated in the drawings.

In such drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion of a lawn-mower of common type. pro-
vided with myimproved grass-catcher attach-
ment. Fig. 2 is a front elevation of a lawn-
mower provided with my improved attach-
ment, and Fig. 3 is a perspective view show-
ing the handle-bar and the yoke whereby the
same 18 aftached to the. machine and the

trough in which to catch the cut grass.

The letters designate the parts referred to.

The yoke o, connecting the handle-bar b
with the machine, consists of two parts o’ a2,
The
lower end of the handle-bar does not come
down to the horizontal portions of the yoke,
S0 as to admit of the laterally-projecting arms
or members of the yoke being sprung togethexr
at the ends for the purpose of inserting the
perforated ends on the stud-pins ¢ ¢/, project-
ing laterally from the interior sides of the
wheel-casings of the mower.

?

| of the two arms of the yoke project stud-pins

e ¢, on which to insert the ears f 7’ of the
grass receiver or receptacle g. Such catcher
consists of a frame /i made of wire of suffi-
cient rigidity and shaped as shown in Fig. 3.
Ears £ 7' are formed at the front end of the
frame, and to such frame is attached in any

- convenient manner a bag made of canvas,

substantially of rectangular form, and enlarg-
Ing so as to be deepest at the farther end.
A hook 7 is attached to the frame, and in the
handle-bar is affixed a screw-eye, in which
the head of the hook may be inserted. To re-
move and reattach again the catcher, the ears
Jf' are sprung apart, so as to disengage the
same from the stud-pins e ¢’. It will be ob-
served that the extremities of the members
¢ &* of the yoke are bent down at an oblique
angle. The object of this arrangement is to
support the grass-catcher in a position suit-
able to its work. It also enables the grass-
catcher to be made of ample depth, and the

‘open front thereof is by such provision so po-

sitloned as to catch the grass-clippings as
thrown off by the rotating knives. As here-
tofore arranged the mower threw a consider-
able portion of the grass-clippings over the
catcher, and the lawn had frequently to be
raked and swept to remove such clippings,
which consumed considerable time. -
A convenient way of obtaining the earseé
on the front end of the frame isshown in the
drawings and consists in crossing two sec-
tions of the wire frame to form loops.
Besides the convenience afforded by the ar-
rangement of the stud-pins on the yoke of the
handle and the ears formed on the frame such
arrangement holds the grass-catcher steady
agalnst swinging sidewise, which rocking of
the catcher while using the mower frequently
causes considerable annoyance.
Having fully deseribed my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is— - o
1. Thecombination,in alawn-mower, of the
handle-barand the yoke thereof havin g down-
wardly-bent extremities pivotally connected
with the mower, stud-pins laterally project-
Ing from the yoke, and a grass-catcher com-
prising a wire frame and fabric body; ears,

Erom the sides | or perforated portions, at the upper front end
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“of the frame removably inserted on said stud-
pins; and means for suspending the rear end

of the catcher, substantially as described.

2. Thecombination,inalawn-mower,of the |
handle-barand the yoke thereof having down-

wardly-bent extremities, pivotally connected
to the mower; stud-pins laterally projecting

from the yoke, and the grass-catcher com-.

prising a wire frame and fabric body, the por-
tions at the upper front end of the frame be-

ing formed into loops, or ears, removably in-

' serted on said stud-pins; and means for sus-

pending the rear end of the catcher, substan-
tially as described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto af- 13
fixed my signature, inthe presence of two wit-
nesses, this 3d day of April, 1901.

OTTO HOFFMANN.

Witnesses:
T. J. GEISLER,
E. M. HOWATWON.
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