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Application filed May 14, 1901, Serial No. 60,206, (No model *.

To all whom ¢ may concern:

Be it known thatI, WiLLray H. YVILLIAMS,"

a citizen of the United  States, residing at
Slateford, county of N orthampton, and State
of Pennsylvania, haveinvented a certain new
and useful Improvement in Mail-Pouch Fas-
teners, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. | |

My invention relates to a new and useful
improvement in mail-pouches, and has for its
object to provide a mail-pouch which will be
simple and cheap
same time be durable.

A further object of my invention is to pro-
vide a fastening device for this pouch which
will also be simple in construction and give
great security to the contents
after the same has been locked.

With these ends in view this invention con-
sists in the details of construction and com-
bination of elements hereinafter set forth and
then specifically designated by the claims.

Inorderthatthoseskilledin the art towhich
this invention appertains may understand
how to make and use the same, the construc-
tion and operation will now be described in
detail, referring to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part of this specification, in
which— |

Figure 1 represents a front elevation of my
pouch, showing the same locked. Fig. 2 iz a

- Vertical section of Fig.1; and Fig. 3 is a view
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 tlons are cut the samae

similar to Fig. 2, except that the pouch is
open ready for filling. Fig. 4 is a side cleva-
tion of a portion of a mail-bagholder, showing
howmyinvention would protect thelower end
of the mail-bag while in this position.

~ In carrying out my invention as here em-
bodied, A represents the front of the pouch,
and B the back. Both the front and back sec-
shape. The back sec-
tion B has a tapering portion C at the top,

~ Which acts as a flap for closing the mouth of
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the pouch. The front section A has a similar
flap D; but this flap is folded over back upon

the portion A and is riveted tothe sameand is

for the purpose of
at this point. |
K is a collar, made of leather oy like mate-

giving additional strength

of construetion and at'the

of the pouch |

1

‘cated at e, The front of

the front section A

ple to secure all the parts in

rial,which surrounds the
pouch and is riveted to the back B, as indi-
this collar is not riv-
eted,but is free from the front portion A and
the folded-over portion D. L

K is an extension whieh is formed with the
front of the collar E and extends downward
a slight distance below the collar. A slot G
18 formed through this extension F, and this
slot may be reinforced by a stiffened plate H.

I is astaple which is secured firmly through
‘ and the folded-over por-
vion D by rivets or otherwise. This staple is
adapted to register with
mally protrude throu gh the same.

T'he flap C,

section B, is adapted to fold over when it is

~desired to close the pouch and be inserted be-

which is formed with the back

upper portion of the so

55

6o

the slot G and nop-

tween the front of the coller Eand the folded-

over flap B. This flap C also has a slot J
formed through the same neap its end, and
when this flap is folded over and
down to the extreme limit this slot J is also
adapted to register with thestaple I. In lock-
ing the bag the extension
will be pulled outward to disengage the sta-
ple I from the slot G, and then the slot J in
the flap C can be passed over the staple, and
the slot G in the extension F will then resume
1ts normal
Ing through said slot. obvious that
when in this position the flap C cannot be

withdrawn without the extension F first be.

place. |
K is a ring, which may be secured to the
back of the collar E for the purpose of secur-
ing the pouch to mail-bag catchers along the
rallway. | |

A strap L may be secured to the flap C for

the purpose of withdrawing the flap when it

18 desired to unfasten the pouch. .
The advantages of my invention are that
both the front and back sections can be died

as a reinforce and the
section ecan be used as a

means for closing the mouth of the pouch,

pulled

IF of the collar E

bosition, with the staple protrud-
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and the flap on the front g
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and by constructing the poﬁch in this man- |

" ner it is made up of comparatively few parts,

IO

g0 that it will be cheap to manufacture, the
leather collar giving that part of the bag hav-
ing considerable wear
this collar, together with the flap C, forming
a very effective and secure means for closing

‘the mouth of the bag and protecting the con-

tents of the same. -
Of course I do not wish to be limited to the

. exact construetion here shown, asslight modi-
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fications could be made without departing
from the spirit of my invention. |

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new and useful Is— '

1. A mail-pouch consisting of two sections
adapted to be secured together so as to form
, a flap formed with the rear extension,
a reinforcement

section back upon itself, a flexible collar
adapted tosurround the upper portion of the
pouch and be secured to said pouch at the
rear, an extension formed with said collar
and extending downward therefrom 1n the

front, the flap adapted to be inserted between
the front portion of the collar and the pouch,

means for locking the flap both to the pouch
and the extension extending downward from
the collar so as to prevent the withdrawal of

‘said flap, substantially as described and for

the purpose specified:

oreat durability, and

formed upon the front sec-
tion by folding an extension from said front

of the collar extension, substantially as

692,398

9. A mail-pouch consisting of a front and
rear section, extensions formed upon the up-
per end of each of these sections, the exten-
sion upon the rear section to be used for the
flap for closing the mouth of the pouch, the
extension upon the front section adapted to
be folded upon said section and secured there-
to, a flexible collar adapted to surround the
upper end of the pouch and be secured. to
the same at the rear, an extension extending
downward from the front of the collar, a slot
formed through said extension, a staple se-

| cured rigidly to the front of the pouch and

adapted to register with and normally pro-

| trude through the slot in the collar extension,

the flap adapted to be inserted between the
collar and the pouch for the purpose of clos-
ing the mouth of the pouch, a slot formed
through the end of the flap and adapted to

register with and passover the staple and lie

between the collar extension and the front of

shackle of which

the staple outside
de-

the pouch, and a lock, the
is adapted to pass through

seribed and for the purpose specified.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto af-
fixed mysignature in the presence of two sub-

seribing witnesses.

WILLIAM H. WILLIAMS.
Witnesses: - ,- |
W. H. WERST,

_ TuoMAS A. L. HAY.
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