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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be it known thatI, SETH F. HASKINS; a citi- .

zen of the United States, residing at Peoria,
in the county of Peoria and State of Illinois,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Ticket-Daters; and I do here-
by declare that the following is a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, which
will enable others skilled in the art to which
It appertains to make and use the same.

Thisinvention pertains to hand-stamps for
dating railway or other tickets, and has for
1ts object to provide a device with which tick-
ets may be dated at the selling-station in such
a way that the date given them cannot be al-
tered by ticket-scalpers. |

Usually railway-tickets are dated by using
ordinary type and a ribbon and so manipu-
lated that a blow strikes a very weak Impres-
sion on the ticket; but thisimpression can be
easily altered by any one. The annoyance
and loss to the railway companies is consid-
erable and it is my purpose to obviate this
difficulty.

My further object is to provide a ticket-
dater of novel construction, which will be
readily understood from the following speci-
fication by the aid of the appended drawin gs,
in which— | |

Figure 1 is an elevation of one form of my
ticket-dater in part section. Fig. 2 is an en-
larged view of a portion of the same with
paris broken away to show construction. Fig.
3 18 a perspective view of a ball used for mak-
ing a loose joint within the device. Fig. 4 is
a cross-section of the stamp on line « z, Fig.
2. Fig. 51is a perspective view of the portion
carrying the type, showing a retaining-slide
slightly withdrawn from its normal position.
Fig. 6 is a perspective view of a type-block,
showing points which form the letters and
figures. Fig. 7 is a plan view of a series of
type removed from the stamp. Fig. 8 is an
elevation, in part section, of a second form of
my improved dating-stamp. Fig. 9isa plan
view of the handle, showing a slot for receiv-
ing acatch shownin Fig.8. Fig. 101is a cross-
section of Fig. 8 through line Z Z. Fig. 11
18a bottom view of Fig. 8 much enlarged, but
showing the handle and stem therein only.

|

Kig. 12 is a perspective view of knife-edged

type. _ |
A indicates the handle of the form of stamp

shown in Figs. 1and 2,into which is screwed

at the bottom a threaded pin or stem B, whose
lower end is formed with a ball C, slotted at
D. H represents a bed having a conical seat
for receiving the said ball C. A ecap F is
bored out to allow the passage of the pin or
stem B therethrough. This hangsor rests on
the ball and incloses the boss G of the bed.

A screw H passes through the cap and: boss

into the said slot D and serves to hold the
bed to the cap and prevents rotation of the
parts about the said pin or stem E. The bed
has a dovetailed groove in its bottom to re-
celve a type-carrier I, formed to correspond
with such dovetail. This carrier is slotted
at J and the edges thereof are beveled to re-
ceive type of a corresponding form. (Shown
in Kigs. 6 and 7.) Thestation-mark consists

of knife-edged letters on the carrier, as shown

in Fig. 12. The dating-type, already referred
to, consist of steel points K set in the type-
block. The type-blocks are inserted in the
carrier I from beneath, and when the latter is
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pushed into its place in the body the said type

are firmly held in place. I provide a screw L
at one end of the body, against which the car-
rieris pushed. A screw M atthe opposite end
of the deviceserves tokeepthe carrierin place.
The head of this serew is filed off at one side,
30 that when turned so as to bring the flat-
tened surface flush with the plane of the bed
the carrier can be readily withdrawn from its
seat. DBy turning the screw slightly the said
carrier is held in place. In use the stamp is
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first inked by means of a common inking-pad

and is then brought with some force upon the
ticket, which is preferably placed upon a soft
pad, by which means the pointed type can
perforate the ticket and carry ink into each
mark or pin-prick. - |
The knife-edged type before described are

designed to.merely make an impression on

the ticket, while the dating or pointed type,
which are made slightly longer, pass through
the ticket. If the former were made to cut

through the ticket, the letters would be cus
. out in all probability.
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It is intended, there- 100
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for the reasons explained.
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fore, that they merely cia,t'ry ink into the de- | means of a pin &, Fig. 10, which passes en-

pressions which they themselves malke.

I am aware that. heretofore notarial seals
and such like devices serve to emboss letters,
ficures, and other characters on paper, but
they employ a pair of dies one of which strikes

into the other; but in my improved stamp I

use only one of such dies, as described herein.

Railway-tickets are usually made of heavy
cardboard, which cannot be impressed by a
seal such as I mention above. Therefore a
form must be employed that will handle heavy
material,and my arrangement has been found
to do this perfectly, and especially when used

with a thick rubber sheet, which is solid and

at the same time permits the pointed type to
enter it. | |

In use the stamp is first inked by means of
an ordinary inking-pad, as above described,
and then brought down upon the ticket, to
This
cannot be done by the older forms and 1s new
- Although knife-edged type and type com-
posed of needle-points are old, they have not
been used in conjunction for the purposes de-
scribed. Neither a seal nor ribbon-stamp
cut into the paper, and even if they did were
a ribbon used therewith it would be rendered
useless in a very short time. = An-advantage
in my form of typeis tosoarrange the points
that an impression made thereirom upon a
ticket cannot be altered as fo any letter or
ficure, for the reason that such points are

peculiarly arranged, whereby the insertion

of even a single puncture in the paper will
be easily detected, since the spacing will be

changed if such changes are undertaken.

Furthermore, Isoarrange the seriesof ‘‘mark-

ing - blocks,” as I term them hereinafter,.

that they cannot be altered, and thus be mis-

taken for a figure or letter notintended to be

there. By this means it is impossible to
change the date on the ticket, as is evident.

-As shown in Fig. 7 at P, I provide marking-
type at each side of a single date, so that no
other ficure can be inserted. The ball-and-
socket joint permits allthe type to bear alike

upon the ticket, even though the handle may
not be perfectly vertical. Inthis way nopar-
ticular care is necessary in using the device.
When using a wooden handle, I prefer to add

- weight to it by using a filling—such, for in-
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stance, as iron or lead, as indicated at A’ in
Fig. 1. This is held in place and neatly cov-
ered by means of a plug A=

Figs. 8, 9, 10, and 11 show a modified form

~of the arrangement, in which I use a hollow
- handle of metal ¢, within which is a stem 0,

with a groove or keyway ¢. 'The lower end
of the latter is provided with a ball, as in the
other form and for the same purpose. The
upper end is notched at d to receive a cateh
e, pivoted in a slot f in the upper end of the
handle. A collar ¢ is secured to the stem by

tirely through the collar and stem, but for the
purpose of better showing the groovec in said
stem is broken off in the figure named. A
collar +1s set into the lower end of the handle,
being held therein by means of a screw j or
other good means. The handle is prevented
from turning on the stem by the use of a pin
/c passing through the collar into the groove,
as indicated in Fig. 11. The collars g and ¢
prevent the stem and handle separating.
When these parts are locked together by the
cateh, the stamp is inked, as deseribed, and
then brought with sufficient force upon the
ticket to cause the same to adhere to it by
means of the needle-points of the type. Then
by releasing the stem by means of the catch
the handle is raised and brought down to give
the stem a smart blow sufficient to perforate
the ticket in the manner before explained.
The contact is made between the end of the
stem and the bottom of the recess, and thus
operates after the manner of a nail-puller of
the common form. I may use either form of
the stamp, and in the form shown in Fig. 3
the cateh need not necessarily be employed,
asitis found that thedevice can be used with-
ouf 1t. B

By using the dating portion only of the
stamp the return portion of the round-trip
ticket may be dated, so that no change can be
made any more than in the going portion.

I claim—

1. In a dating-stamp of the character de-
seribed, the combination of a bed-plate hav-
ing a dovetailed groove in its surface, a type-
carrier adapted to slide into said plate and
be retained therein, a series of knife-edged
type on the carrier and a series of type for
said carrier consisting of removable blocks

having points secured therein, such points ar-

ranged to form letters and figures so as to
perforate the paper in the manner described.

2. In a dating-stamp of the character de-
scribed comprisinga bed-plate, havinga dove-
tailed groove in one of its surfaces, a type-
carrier adapted to seat in said plate and be

secured therein, knife-edged type made with

the earrier and designed to indicate the issu-
ing-station on the ticket, and a series of type
consisting of blocksremovablyattached to the

carrier and having a series of points inserted

in the blocks to form perforations in the ticket
for the purposes set forth and described.

3. In a dating-stamp, the combination of a
bed-plate having a dovetailed groove in one
of its surfaces,a type-carrier for entering the
plate and made in the form of a wedge to cor-
respond with such groove, a series of knife-
edged type on the surface of the carrier, a se-
ries of type-blocks interchangeably and re-
movably seated in the carrier and having char-

acters inserted in the spaces between the let-

tersor figures, ordinarily left toseparate such

[ letters or figures, whereby the intended dates
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or wording in an impression made from the |

stamp cannot be altered. _
4. In a dating-stamp, a hollow handle, &
stem adapted to enter the same, a collar on

the stem, a collar on the handle for limiting

the movement of sald stem, a notech in the la,t-
ter, a catech in the handle for engaging the
noteh and a type carrier on the lower end of

the stom all arranged substantially as and
for the purposes set forth. 10
In testimony whereof I affix my sw'natme
In presence of two witnesses. |
SETH F. HASKINS.
Witnesses: ' '
J. H. BLUTCH,
C. JOHNSON.
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