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1o all whom it may concern:

- Beit known that I, JAMES COOMBER, & resi-
dent of New York, in the county of New York
and State of New York, haveinvented certain

5 new and useful Improvements in Elastic
. Floor-Coverings, of which the following is a
full, clear, and exact description.

The invention relates to floor-covering usu-
ally made of rubber or similar material for

10 covering floors.

It has heretofore Leen customary to form
floor-covering of a series of blocks of various
shapes, and more particularly of blocks com-
prisingradially-arranged portions adapted to

15 interlock with correspondingly-shaped pro-
jections of adjacently or contiguously ar-
ranged Dblocks. | o

The present invention designs to provide a

floor-covering which ean be cheaply manu-

20 factured and can be quiekly arranged and
placed in position to cover a floor of any de-
sired dimensions. |

The invention consists in the several novel
features hereinafter set forth, and more par-

z5 tieularly defined by claims at the coneclusion
hereof.

In the drawings;, Figure 1 is a plan view of -

a Hoor-covering embodying the invention.

| Fig. 2 is a view in vertical section taken on

3o line 2 2 of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a plan of one of
the sections of the covering.

A denotes a series of sections made of elas-
tic material, such as rubber. Each of said
sections is formed of a long central strip a,

35 from one side of which project laterally a se-
ries or row of integrally-formed tongues ¢,
between each of which a space or opening ¢?
1s formed. Irom the otherside of strip a pro-
ject an oppositely-arranged series of inte-
grally-formed tongues a?,-between each of
which a space or opening a* is formed. The
tongues are alternately disposed on opposite
~ sides of the central strip—. e., a space af is
arranged opposite each tongue a¢'and a space

45 a* i8 arranged opposite each tongue a3 As
shown in Fig. 1, the tongues of each section

A will fit snugly in the openings on the adja-
cent side of a contiguously-arranged section,
and thus form a complete covering fora floor.

40

5o Hach of the tongues is a little wider at its | sides with

| outer edge and of familiar ‘‘dovetail” shape,

and the intermediate spacesarereversely and
correspondingly shaped so the dovetailed
tongues of an adjacent or contiguous section
will fit snugly therein. By such arrangement sz
and shape the sections are securely inter-
locked when placed in position on a floor.
The end sections A’ and A? are formed of a
strip with but one series of tongues and inter-
mediate spaces, thus leaving a straight and 6o
finished edge. - | |

In practice the sections are molded or cut
of long strips formed with tongues and inter-
mediate spaces on opposite sides thereof. To
form a covering, the strips are laid together 65
to cover the desired space. .

The invention provides a floor-covering
which can be cheaply produced and can be
easily and quickly laid to form a complete
covering for a floor. By forming the tongues 7o
and intermediate spaces so they will fit into
and interlock with each other the sections of
the covering will be securely held together
and disarrangement and displacement will be
impossible. The alternate arrangement of 75
the tongues on opposite sides of the central
sirip provides a construction which will en-
dure severe lateral strains without tearing
the tongues from the strips. It will be seen
also that all of the strips are alike, (except- 8o
ing the end strips,) and the several sections
may be cut into desired length from a single
long strip. ' '

| The invention is not to be understood as re-

stricted to the precise form shown and de- 85
scribed, but may be varied without departing
from the spirit of the invention. -

- Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— .

1. An elastic floor-covering formed of a se-
ries of sections, each of which comprisesa long
central strip, formed on each of its opposite
sides with a series of tongues and intermedi-
ate spaces whereinto the tongues of a contigu- g5
ous section will fit. | -

2. An elastic floor-covering formed of a se- °
ries of sections, each of which comprises along
central strip formed on each of its opposite-

a series of interlocking tongues and 100

990



- 1ntermediate spaces whereinto the tongues of |
‘a contiguous section will fit, and whereby the

10

2

sections will be secured together.

3. An elastic floor-covering formed of a se-
ries of sections, each of which comprises a long
central strip formed on its opposite sides with
a series of tongues and intermediate spaces
whereinto the tongues of a contiguoussection

-will fit, the said tongues on said strips being

alternately disposed on opposite sides of the
strips.
4. An elastic floor-covering formed of a se-
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ries of sections, each of which comprises a long
central strip formed on each of its opposite
sides with a series of interlocking tonguesand
intermediate spaces whereinto the tongues of
a contiguous section will fit, and whereby the
sections will be secured together, the said
tongues on sald strips being alternately dis-
posed on opposite sides of the strips.
JAMES COOMBER.

Witnesses:
FRED GERLACH,
CHARLES R. LOBDELL.
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