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| | Appheetmn ﬁled Jenuery 30, 1901 Serla.l No 45 363, (Ne model) |

__ TO all whom m? ??MJ CONCOTTL: B '_‘the_u pper section 6 are secured. The upper

_mounted end on saﬂd sleeves 4.2 the ends ef

U Be it known that I, ARTHUR M BURNHAM section 1s composed of sheet. metal or cast
~ aresident of Ga1d1ne1 in the county of I{en-. ‘metal, or both, and is of approximately the
nebec and State of Mame, have invented cer- | same shape as the lower section 3, but larger, 55
5 tain new and useful Irnpmvements in Mail-'| so as to inclose the upper edge thel eof. aud
-~ Boxes; and I do hereby declare the following | prevent the entrance of rain, snow, and sleet
 to be afull clear, and exact description of the | therein, which might daman*e the mml mattel
- invention, sueh as will enable others skilled 'a,nd the box. |
. in the art to which it epperteme to make end { - Theshaft5is provlded atintervals bhmuﬂ'h- 6o
10 use the same. - | | out its length with curved fingers or wires 7,
- My invention relates to an 1mpmvement in ‘adapted te ‘pass freely thr oueh the slots in
E '-'_.:mml boxes, and more pmtleulerly to private | the partmon 4 when the box is empty, and a
- mail-boxes for use in rural distriets, the ob- | rod 8 is secured on one end of the shaft 5 out-
~ jectof the invention being to provide a mail- side the box and adapted to be thrown back 65
15 box which can be easily Opened by the carrier | by a lug 5* on the upper section 6 and carries
- and mail deposited therein withoutdismount- | at its free end a signal 9, preferably colored,
- ing from his vehicle and which will when | so as to be seen flOLI] a dlstanee, and bent in
| 'closed by the carrier automatically lock and | the form of a right angle to enable it to be
o dlspleyeel onal notlfymﬂ' the owne1 that mall seen from any duectwn and when the boxis 7o
2o matter is in the box. = - -closed and there is no mell matter therein the -
- A further object is to plowde a mell box | ingers 7 will pass through the slotted parti-
~ with meansfor preventmw the loekmn' thereof ;.tmn and rest on the bottom of the box, thus
‘when the box is empty. : holding the signal down to the position shown
- With these objects in view the mvenmon in dotted lmes in Fig. 1; but when a letter, 75
25 eons1sts in certain novel features of construe- | as indicated by 10, is in the box it will rest |
~ tion and combinations and arrangements of | on the partition 4 and cover at least one of
~ parts, as will be more fully heremeft.er de- ‘the slots therein, so as to prevent the fingers
- scribed, and pomted out in the claims. 7 from passing 131110110*11 the same, and thus
 In the accompanying drawings, Figure 11is | hold the signal in a V@ltl@&l position to indi- 8o
30 a view in section, illustrating my 1mproved cate to the owner or car rler that mail-matter
~ box closed. Fig. 2 is a- frout view partly | is in the box. |
- broken away and in section. Fig. 3is a top| In order to secure the top in a closed POSi-
viewinsection, partly broken away; and Figs. | tion and prevent unauthorized tampering
- 4 and 5 are views of a m0d1ﬁed form of my' with the contents thereof, I provide a lock, 85
'35 invention. | | which latter comprises a easing 11, seeured
1 represents a post or upuwht to whlch a | tothe front of the lower section 3 and adapted
~ depending lug 2 on a strengthening-rib 22 on | to be partially inclosed by the overlapping
- the lower seetlon 3 of the meﬂ box is secured, | edge of the top or upper section 6, and a suit-
~ the lug 2 being in the shape of one-half of a _able notched bolt 12 is secured to the lnner go
40 'eyhnder and secured in a similarly-shaped | face of the upper section and adapted to pro-
. noteh in the upner end of the post by bolts,: Ject through a slot in the top of the lock-cas-
~ as shown. { ing 11 and be engaged by a toothed catech 13,
- Thelower sectlon 3 of the box is pleferably secured at its lo_wet end on a revolubly-sup-
- Ssemicylindrical in- shape, composed of sheet | ported shaft 14, projecting into the lower see- gs
45 or cast metal, or both, and provided with a | tion 3 of the bex and having a bearing in the
~ slotted pertltlon or slats 4 for a pnrpose_ partition 4. A rod 15 is seeured to bhe shaft
which will more fully hereinafter appear.. | 14 and extends at right angles thereto and
- Thelower section 3 is provided near its reer projects beneath the partition 4 and in the
S 'edﬂ'e in each end with alined holes for the re- | path of one of the fingers 7, so that when the roo
.50 eeptlon of sleeves 4°, in which a shaft 5 is { box is empty the ﬁncrers 7 wﬂl pass through

the partition 4 end_ depre_se rod 15; thus tum-—




2 .

ing the shaft 14 and moving cateh 13 out of
‘the path of the bolt 12-and prevent the lock-

ing of the latter when the box 1s closed; but

When a letter is in the box and the ﬁnn‘ers 7
are not permitted to pass through the pa“tl-
tion the cateh 13 will be mov ed by a coiled

- spring 13* on shaft 14 to engage the bolt 12

10

‘the bolt 12;

and lock the same, as the movement of the

rod 15 will not be interfered with by the fin-

gers 7. A sliding bolt 16 is located in the
lock-casing 11 and connected with the catch

13 and is provided with a pin 17, normally

held by spring-tumblers 18 in such position
as to hold the catch 13 in engagement with
but said tumblers are operated
by a suitable key 19 to release the sliding

bolt 16 and permit the operation of the cateh.

- These tumblers 18 can be so shaped as Lo re-
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~ally throw the same to its open position.
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quire a separate key for each lock, but per-

mit the use of a ma%tel -key by the matl- car-
rier.

Instead of constr uetmn" my 1mpr0vement3-

as above described I mmhb make the same
as shown in Figs. 4 and 5. In this form of
my invention t,he sta,t,lonary bottom 20 1s se-

cared on a frame 21 and the latter to a post,
and said bottom 20 is curved upward at its
front edge and made with depending flanges |

22 at each end, through alined holes in which
sleeves 222 are passed and in which a shatt

23 1s mounted. A semicylindrical top 24 in-
closes the bottom 20 and is secured on the

sleeves 222, and a coiled spring 27 is mounted
on one of said sleeves 22* and connected at
one end to the top 24, so as to automatic-

shaft 28 is supported in the frame 21 and car-

in engagement with a keeper 30 on the inner
face of the front of the top 24 by a coiled
sprmﬂ 31, so as to hold the top in its closed
position, a,nd a handhold or knob 32 is pro-

vided on the free end of shaft 28 to permit

the carrier to readily turn the same and open
the box without alighting from his vehicle.
The shaft 23 is'provided at intervals through-
out its length with fingers 33, adapted to

move freely through slots in the bottom 20,

and with a signal 34 at one end, adapted 130
be thrown back by a lug 24* on top 24, and
when a letter is placed in the box the ﬁngers
33 will be held thereby in position to main-
tain the signalin a vertical position to notify
the owner or carrier that mail- m&tter 1s con-
tained in the box.

Yarious other Shi}*ht changes mwht be re-

sorted to in the {reneml form and arrange-

ment of the several parts descr ibed without

depal ting from the spirit and scope of my in-

vention, and hence I would have it under-
stood that I do not wish fo limit myself to

the precise details set forth, but consider my- |

self at liberty to make &ueh slight changes
‘and alterations as fairly fall within the bplt‘lt
and scope of my invention.

Having fully described my mventlon Wh&t

A | retaining the signal-arm raised when mail-
‘matter has been deposﬂed into the box and

- ries at one end a cateh 29, adapted to be held |

B 692,178 "

I clalm as uew and desn e to seuure by Letterb
Patent, is— -
1. In a mail- bo*{ the eombmatwn of a re-
ceptacle for mail, a door or cover therefor, a
signal, means on the door orcover for raising
tho swn&l when said door orcover is opened
and meansinthe 1eceptacle to codperate with
mail-matter deposited in the receptacle to re-
tain the signal raised after the door or cover
has been closea |
2. Inamail-box, the combmatwn wmh a re-
ceptacle, a door or cover therefor and a lock,

~of means in the receptacle and cooperatmw

with the lock to retain the door or cover un-

‘locked when the 1eceptacle 1s empty and to
permit the operation of thelock when mail-

matter has beendeposited intothe 1eceptaele
and the door or cover closed.

3. In amail-box, the combination mth a re-

ceptacle, a door or cover therefor, a lock and
a signal, of meaus in the reeeptacle con-

structed and. arranged to be controlled by
mail-matter mserted into the receptacle, for
permitting the operation of the lock to lock

the door or cover and to retain the Slﬂ'nal 1n

displayed p051t10n when the door or cover IS
locked. |

4. Inamail- box, the combma,tlon with a re-
ceptacle and a cover therefor, of a pivotally-

supported signal - arm adapted to project.

above the box, a pin on the cover to engage

‘thesignal-arm and raise it when the coveris
| opened, and means within the receptacle con-

structed and arranged to be controlled by
mail-matter inserted into the receptacle for

the cover closed. -

5. Inamail-box, the combination w1th a sta-
tionary 1eceptacle and a hinged top or cover
therefor, of a shaft pmjectinﬂ' through said
statlona,ry receptacle and carrying a swnal at
one end and fingers on said shaft in the recep-

tacle to be held by a letter or parcel deposited
therein, in a vertical or other position to sig-
nify the presence of the contents of the box.

6. Inamail-box, the combination with a sta-
tionary receptacle and a cover or top hinged
thereto, of a shaft projecting through Sald
stationary receptacle and carrying a signal
at one end, fingers on said shaftin the recep-
tacle to be held by a letter or parcel deposited
therein in a vertical or other position to sig-
nify the presence of the contents of the box
and means for locking the cover or top in its

‘closed position.
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7. In a mail-box, the combination w1th a

support, a slotted platfm m for mail, and a
hinged top covering said platform, of a shaft
carrying a signal at one end,-fingers on said
shaft adapted to move through the slotted
platform and permit the Slﬂ‘nal to fall, but
which will be held in p051t10n by a letter oY
pal cel on the platform to maintain the signal
in a vertical position:

- 8. Ina maﬂ-box the eombmatlon with a sta-
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- tlonmy reeeptacle .amd a lunrred top or cover
" therefor, of a slotted platt‘mm in said recep-
tacle for mail, a shaft mounted in said recep-
tacleand extendmﬂ'ael oss the platform, a sig-
nal on one end of smd shaft and ﬁnn‘ers on’
7 said shaft adapted to move freely thr oucrh the
glotted platform when the box is empty to |
‘permit the signal to fallbut whose movement
. will be hmlted by a letter or parcel on the
10
- sition. - |
9. Ina mml—box the eombmatwn W1t,11 a re-

platform to. hold the signal in a ver thdl po-

eeptacle and a cloqure therefor, of a bolt, a

cateh to codperate with the bolt to lock the_
closure, a finger projecting from the cateh

" and means cooperatmn' with said finger for

preventmn‘ the operation of the lock when

‘the box is empty, said means constructed and

“arranged to be controlled by mail-matter in

20

the box for permitting the engagement of the.-'

cateh with the bolt to lock the closure

10. In a mail -box, the combination Wlth a |

receptacleanda closure therefor, of a notched

~ bolt on the closure, a

','-25

spunmaetuated catch |
fOI‘ enﬂ'awmn* the bolt a slmft a swnal thele—-',

on, & ﬁncrel on the shaft adapted when the
box is. empty to hold the catch out of engage-
meat with the bolt but which will be held out |
of engagement with the catch when a lefter
or pawel is in the box and in pomtlon to seb
the signal.

5 .

30

11, In a mall box the combma,tlon W1th a
receptacle and a closure ther efor, of a bolton

the closure, a lock on the 1eeeptacle for en-

| gaging the bolt a shaft in the receptacle, a

sw'nal carried by said shaft, a finger on said
shaft in such position as to 1elease the lock-
ing mechanism when the box is empty and to
set the signal when a letter or parcel is de-

posited in the box and permit the operation
of the lock tosecure the elosure against move-
‘ment until the lock is operated by a key. |
- In tesmmon} whereof I have signed t]us -

a 335
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spemﬁcatmn in the plesence of two subscnb-

--1110' mtnesses

ARTHUR M BU RN HA’\I

W1tnesses
A M. SPEAH, |
- G. D. LIBBY.
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