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Io a/ZZ whom it mal J CONCeri: -
Beit known that we, JOHN B. MAHANA and

- ANDREW IRVING ROBBINS, citizens of the

1O
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United States, residing at Kelso, inthecounty

of Cowlitz and State of Washington, havein-

vented certain new and useful Improvements

in Clasps for Garment-Sapporters, of which

the following is a specification, reference be-

ing had to the accompanying drawings and

to the numerals of reference marked thel eon.

Our invention relates to unprovements in
clasps for garment-supporters, and is charac-
terized by an arrangement of prongs which
are adapted to pierce the cloth and support
the garment and is also characterized by pe-
euhar mcaus for euwanmg and dlsenwwmrr
the prongs |

The LlaSp forming the subject-matter of
this invention 1is p1efembly made of sheet

metal, in two parts—a looped main portion

alranwed to straddle the upper edge of the

garment and having a su pporting-eye or but-

ton and a hinged plate, with prongs which
may be caused to pierce the garment and
thus support it.. The pronmeamym plate

is hinged to the main portion, and the two are

80 arranﬂ‘ed that the prongs may be caused
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to pierce the cloth or be removed therefrom,

as may be desired. The clasp is attached to
the supporter either by a loop or button, as
either a permanent or temporary fastemno'
is desired.

In order to better describe the natme of

the invention, reference is made to the ac-.

companying sheet of drawings, forming a

part of this qpeclﬁca,twu and in whmh——-— g

Figure 1 isa view of a pair of braces, show-
ing our clasp applied thereto. Fig. 2 1s an
enlarged perspective view of the cl&sp Fig.
3 is a sectional view of the same as applled
to the garment and showing the prongs in the
130511310115 they will occupy when engaged and
when disengaged.

to Fig. 2, but with the parts separated. Iig.
518 a front view of the elasp modified by the.
~addition of a button.

~ In all the views like parts are desmmted
by the same figures of reference.

- The body of the clasp is made of a met&l'
plate forming a front 1 and a back 2.

and occupy the position show
either forming the bend in the upset ends 99
after the plates are assembled and in place

.pOSlthH shown.

point 9 of the plate 10.

Fig. 4 is a view s1m11ar,

(No mndel )

—_—— umama

pcuts are connected at 3, to whleh or adja-
cent to which is attached a supporting-loop
4 or a button 5, or both, as may be desired.
The front of cla%p is slotted vertically at
6 6, forming the supporting-legs 7 7 and the
mtermedlate spring 8. The free end of the

| legs are outturned at 9 to form supports for

the prong-plate. The latter is indicated by
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the reference-numeral 10 and carries the two.

prongs 11 11, arranged at an an gle, as shown.
The latte1 IS best Immed as a staple of wire
and enters. two holes punched through the

| plate 10, the part 12 of the staple bemn* sol-

dered onto the plate. An inturned ﬁuf‘rer 13
is formed upon the lower edge of the plate

and engages behind thefree end of thespring 8.

6o

This ﬁnﬂ'el is pointed, as shown, for the pur-

pose of engaging with the fabrw, and.thus
assisting lhe “action of the ~prongs 11 11. A
thumb-piece 14 is formed mteglal with the
upper edge of the plate.

The par tfs, as shown in Fig. 4, ar eas&embled
in Fig. 2 by

or by bending the finger 15 upward after they
are in place. The plate 10 is provided with
legs 15 to support the parts in the relative
The plate 10 is held in po-
sition either against the face 1, as shown by
full lines, or away from the same, as shown
in broken lines in Fig. 3, by the resilient ac-
tion of the spring 8. It will be seen that the
inturned finger 13 is to one side of the pivoted

that as the plate is moved outward to the po-
sition shown in broken lines of Fig. 3 the fin-
ger 13 must first rise and compress “the spring
by the elevation of its free extremity. The

spring will continue to be compressed until

It follows, therefore,
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the plate reaches the medial position, when

the finger will be lowered, allowing the spring
to expand thus 1eta1111nfr the plate inits new
pOSlblOIl

In use the clasp is applied by bemﬂ* slipped

over the upper.edge of the garment, the front
1 and back 2 stmddlmn’ the same, with the

prong-plate in the poswmn shown by broken
lines in Fig. 8. The prongs are then caused

95

The | to pierce the garment, pressure being applied 100
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to the plate 10, and are held in place by the
Joint action of the spring 8 and the engage-
ment of the finger 13 with the garment. The
supporting action of the prongs is assisted to
a great extent by the angle at which the

prongs enter the garment. -~ The clasp is dis-

engaged by moving the prong-plate away
from the face-plate. This action is facili-
tated by thethumb-piece 14. When the clasp
Is permanently attached to the supporter by
the eye 4, it must be removed from the gar-
ment with the supporter. When the modifi-
cation with the button 5 is used, the sup-

porter is applied and serves as a permanent
button on the garment.

gaged in the usual manner.

Having now ascertained and described our
invention and in what manner it is to be ap-
plied; what we claim as new, and desire to

- secure by Letters Patent, is—
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~ of a back plate and a front plate, with a plate

1. A garment-supporting clasp, consisting

of a back plate and a front plate, with a plate

10, hinged {0 the free extremity of the front
plate and carrying
set forth.

2. A garment-supporting clasp consisting

of a back plate and a front plate, with a plate
10, hinged to the free extremity of the front
plate and carrying angularly-set prongs, sub-
stantially as set forth. | -

5. A garment-supporting clasp consisting

10, hinged to the free extremity of the front
plate,and carrying prongs which work through

- the front plate, substantially as set forth.

4. A garment-supporting clasp consisting
of a back plate and a front plate with a plate
10, hinged to the free extremity of the front

40 plateandecarrying angularly-set prongs which |

T'he clasp may be
left in place and the braces engaged or disen-

prongs, substantially as

692,160

work through the front plate, substantially
as set forth. . |

5. A garment-supporting clasp consisting
of a back plate 2, and a front plate 1, slitted
to form legs 7, 7, and an intermediate spring
3, and a plate 10, supported upon the legs 7,
/, and carrying the prongs 11, 11, and the
finger 13, engaging with the spring 8, substan-
tially as set forth. - | |

6. A garment-supporting clasp consisting
of a back plate 2, and a front plate 1, slitted
to form legs 7,7, and an intermediate spring
8, and a plate 10, supported upon the legs 7,
7, and carrying angularly-set prongs 11, 11,
and the finger 13 engaging with the spring 8,

substantially as set forth.

7. A garment-supporting clasp consisting
of a back plate 2, a front plate 1, with slits
6, 6, forming legs 7, 7, and an intermediate

| spring 8, and a plate 10, supported upon the

legs 7, 7, and carrying prongs 11, 11, which
work through the slits 6, 6, the plate 10, hav-
ing also a finger 13 which engages with the

spring 8, substantially as set forth.

5. A garment-supporting clasp consisting
of a back plate 2 and a front plate 1, with
slits 6, 6, forming legs 7, 7, and an interme-
diate spring 8, and a plate 10, supported upon
thelegs7,7,and carryingangularly-set prongs
11, 11, which work through the slits 6, 6, the
plate 10, having also a tinger 13 which en-
gages with the spring S, substantially as set
forth. |

In testimony whereof we hereunto set our

hands. |
JOHN B. MAHANA.
ANDREW IRVING ROBBINS.
Witnesses: -
W. P. ELY,
P. C. KIBRBE.
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