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~ SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 691,895, dated January 28, 1902.
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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ARTHUR D.

ston Spa, in the county of Saratoga and State
of New York, have invented certain new and

~useful Improvements in Folding Car-Steps;

and I do declare the following to be a full,

clear, and exact description of the invention,

- such as will enable others skilled in the art
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to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-

~ ing drawings, and to the letters of reference
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marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification. | . |

This invention relates to new and useful

improvements in folding steps for cars in
which provision is made for moving the fold-
ing step horizontally underneath the lower
end of the fixed steps, means being provided
to hold the folding step extended for use, or
folded, and lever connection for operating
same. o '
‘Theinvention will be hereinafter more full y
deseribed,and then specifically defined in the

‘appended claim, and is illustrated in the ac-

companying drawings, which,with the letters

of reference marked thereon, form a part of

this application, and in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the
car-step extended for use. Fig. 2 is a view
showing the step folded underneath the fixed
steps. |

Reference now being had to the details of

the drawings by letter, A designates the.

bottom of the fixed steps having the side
pleces B B. To the bracket-arms C, project-
Ing below said side pieces B, is journaled a

rod D, and on this rod is mounted, near each
end, a hinge-arm E, the outer face of each
being cut away or recessed. A pivotalrod F
1s journaled in the bifurcated ends of said

hinged arms E, and to said rod F are jour-
naled the contracted ends of the hinged mem-

bers (x, the upper face of each of sald mem-
bers being recessed to receive the step H. For
holding said step H horizontal the upper edge

of the contracted portion of said hinged mem-
bers above their bearing portions contact
with the inner walls of the bifurcated ends of

so the hinged arms E. p

Secured to the lower ends of the side pieces

arbra—

] whiﬁharé.;]'om*naled the e'ﬁ_ds of the strips L.,
_ | | _ COON, a |
citizen of the United States, residing at Ball-

each of which is cut away on its inner face, as
shown at N, and to the opposite ends of said

P are journaled at corresponding ends to said
rod M, and their other ends to the project-
ing ends of the rod F. Said links P are re-

‘cessed or cut away on their outer surfaces,
having diagonal shoulders, forming stops

against which the edges of strips L contact

‘as the step is folded. Fastened to one of

sald strips L, longitudinally therewith and
projecting beyond its pivoted end, is a lever
Q, to which a pawl R is pivoted, said pawl
being double-ended and convexed on its up-
per surface or edge. [Fastened to the outer

| Tace of one of said side pieces B is a curved

bar T, which is recessed on its convexed sur-
face, as at T', near each end, said recessed

‘portions being provided to receive one end or

the other of said pawl when the operating-
lever is thrown to one or the other of its lim-
its. Said pawl is so positioned that the fin-

‘gers of the hand of the operator may conven-

lently tilt same to release the pawl when it
1s desired to swing the lever to fold or extend
the step. -

The manipulation of my folding step is easy,

and when folded all parts will be out of the

way, and the various parts are held against
rattling and prevented from swinging when

held by the locking-pawl against the bottom

of the fixed step.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim to be new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— . |

A folding step for cars, comprising in com-

‘bination with the fixed step, the angle-plate
C, the strips'E pivotally mounted thereon,
‘each strip E having a recess along its outer
edge, the rod F mounted in the lower ends of
‘sald- strips, the folding step H having end

pieces pivotally mounted on said rod F, the

tread of said folding step H being slightly

above the strips G, at the end thereof, and
adapted when folded, to enter the recessed
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stripsis journaled a rod M. Connecting-links -
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portions of said strips E, the lever L pivoted

to the side pieces of the fixed step, a pawl R
pivoted to said lever, a segment T fastened
to the side pieces of the step, and having two
notches at its opposite ends, adapted to be

I5, on the outer faces thereof ,are pins K, on | engaged by one or the other ends of said pawl

100
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to hold the step either extended or closed, the | In testimony whereof I hereunto aflix my
link P pivotally connecting the end of sald swnmtme in presence of two witnesses.
lever with the rod F, said links and levers P
being cut away or recesqed as shown, where- |
5 by they will not interfere with each other in Witnesses:
- thefolding of the step, substantially as Sh()WIl  W. J. KNICKERBOCKER,
and described. - | B T. Y. NICHOLS.

ARTHUR D. COON.
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