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To all whom it may concern: |

Be 1t known that I, WiLLiaM H. O’KEEFE,
a resident of Lockport, in the county of Ni-
agara and State of New York, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in
Brooms; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same. |

My invention relates toan improved broom,
and more particularly to a bridle for brooms,
the object of the invention being to provide
a broom having its broom corn or brush ar-
ranged in concavo-convex formation.

A further object is to provide a bridle for
a broom which will not only strengthen and
support the broom corn or brush, but which
will hold the same in concavo-convex forma-
tion to tend to draw the sweepings toward the
center of the broom when the conecave side
vhereof is presented to the sweepings and not
scatter the same and raise a great amount of
dust, as is the case with brooms of ordinary
construction now on the market. ._

A further object is to provide an improved
bridle which can be readily placed in position
on a broom, reversed thereon, or removed en-
tirely and placed on another broom.

With these objects in view the invention
consists in certain novel features of construe-
tion and combinations and arrangements of
parts, as will be more fully hereinafter de-
seribed, and pointed out in the claim.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view illustrating my improved
bridle in position on a broom. Fig. 2 is a
view in horizontal section of the same, and
Kig. 3 is a view of the bridle removed.

1 represents a broom of ordinary construe-
tion, and 2 my improved bridle secured there-
on. Thebridle2islocated, preferably, about
the top of the loose broom eorn or brush, or,
In other words, just below the lowest binding
of the broom, as clearly shown in Fig. 1.
The bridle comprises a strip of preferably
spring metal, bent at two points between its
ends, as shown at 3, forming the rear curved

member ¢ and the curved ends b, which lat- |-

ter overlap each other at their ends and are
brovided with alined holes for the passage

of a threaded bolt 4. The bolt 4 is mounted
in a hole in the rear member ¢, and made with |

| a head at its rear end to hold it in the rear

member is passed through the broom and the
alined holes in the ends b, and a thumb-nut
6 18 mounted on the forward end of the bolt
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and adapted to force the front ends of the bri-

dle toward the rear member and clamp the
broom-corn between them, and said front and

rear portionsof the bridleare disposed parallel

and curved in the are of a circle when in po-
sition on the broom, thus holding the broom
corn or brush in concavo-convex formation,
as clearly shown in Fig. 2. |
When my improved bridleis in position on
a broom, the latter will, owing tothe concaved
formation of the side presented to the sweep-
ings, tend to draw the sweepings to the center
of the broom and not scatter them, as is
the case with brooms of ordinary construction,
and will also greatly strengthen the broom
and lengthen its life. When the broom is
worn out, the bridle can be readily removed
therefrom and placed in position on another
broom, or the bridle ecan be reversed on a
broom, so as to wear the broom-corn evenly.
Various slight changes might be resorted
to in the general form and arrangement of
the several parts described without depart-
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ing from the spirit and scope of my inven-

tion, and hence I would have it understood
that I do not wish to limit myself to the pre-

cise details set forth, but consider myself

' ab liberty to make such slight changes and

alterations as fairly fall within the spirit and
scope of my invention, |
Having fully described my invention, what

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, is— |

A bridle for a broom comprising a strip of
metal bent at two points to form a curved
rear member, a bolt connected to said rear
member and passed through alined holes in
the ends of the strip forming the front mem-
ber, and a thumb-nut on said bolt adapted to
clamp the bridle to a broom and dispose the
ends parallel to the rear curved member.,

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subsecrib-
ing witnesses. '

WILLIAM H. O’KEEFE.

Witnesses:
Roy H. ERNEST,
ALIOR K, MORGAN,
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