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To all whom it may concern:
Beitknown thatl, CHARLES HENRY SCHOP-

BACH, of Aurora, inthe county of Kane and
State of I1linois, heve invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Co'reets';' and I
do herebydeclare that thefollowing is a*full,
clear, and exact description ‘rhereof refer-

‘ence being had to the accompanying draw-

ings, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
tion. .

This invention relates to 1mplovements in
corsets, and refers more. pertlculerly to the
eonstructlon of the stays used to .give stiff-
ness to the corset and to a constl nection of
the stay - pockets intended to prevent the
ends of said stays from breaking through the
walls of the pockets.

The invention consists in the matters here-
inafter set forth, and more particularly pomt-
ed out 1n the eppended claim.

In the drawiags, Figure 1 is a front per-
spective view of a corset made 1n accordance
with my invention. Fig. 2 is a fragmentary

front elevation of the upper marginal part of
the corset shown 1n Fig. 1, with parts broken
‘away to more clearly 1llustrate certain fea-
~ tures of the 1nvention.
~ tilon taken on line 3 8 of Fig. 2.
view of one of the corset stays removed from
the corset.
As shown in said drawings, A designates
the fabric composing the main or body por-

Fig. 3158 adetail sec-
Fig. 418 a

tion of the corset, the same being shown in
this 1nstance as Ioem'-:r made-of a smo'le layer

or thickness.
B B designate vertical stay- pockets Wthh

‘are formed by means of strips of cloth C,

sewed at their side edges tothe outer surfeoe
of the body A. Wlthm said pockets are lo-

cated stiffening-stays.

~ the front meeting edges of the two sides of

A’ A’ designate the usual steels placed at

the corset, one of which is provided with a
plurality of studs a¢ and the other of which is
provided with an equal number of eyelets or

loops a', adapted to engage said studs and.
by which the front margins of the ooreet are:

- jolned in a familiar manner.

&0

The strips C, forming the outer walls of the

stay-pockets, will preferably have their side

| lower end to thelower end of the inner one by

pockets..

i

l1In I‘lg 2, sald 81de margins meet.lnﬂ‘ or over-

lapping at the center of the strip, and there-

by providing a double layer or thickness of
the material for the outer walls of the said

pass through the folded side margins thereof
The said stlffemnﬂ'-ste,ys referred toare made

of metal, preferably spring-steel, and extend

33

‘Said strips are secured to the body -
{ of the corset by lines of stitches a? which

60

from the upper to the lower margin of the .

corset in the usual manner. They are shown
as provided at their upper and lower ends
with the usual protecting-caps d, which pre-
vent the sharp ends of the stays from com-

ing in contact with the cloth forming the =

walls of the pockets.

width. The outer strip D’ 1s attached at its

a suitable attaching means, so that the etrlp

may slide freely endmse on ed.oh other, as the

stayis bentinall parts except at their a,tba,ched
ends.

‘thelowerends of both strips.
D’ will desirably be made of less length than

what ﬂ'reeter than one-half the length of said
strip D. The upper and lower ends of sald
pockets are provided with reinforeing means

‘adapted to strengthen the same and prevent

the ends of the stays from breaking through
the material forming the outer Walls of said
pockets.

is so made. : As shown in said figure, E desw-
nates a strip of cloth, which is attached to the
main body of the fabric A of the corset par-

As a separateimprove-
‘ment, said stays each consist of two layers or
strlps D and D', both preferably of the same

75
The two strips are shown as secured to-
gether by a rivet d’ and also by the lowermost: -
proteéting-cap, which is arranged to embrace
Theouterstrip
8o
the strip D, it being herein shown as some-

This oonstruotron is illustrated in -
detail in Figs. 2 and 3, which shows the same

applied to the upper pert of the corset; but
it will be understood:that the lower margin
of said corset may be provided with the same
| construction, and the corset shown in Fig. 1

QO
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allel with the upper edge thereof and trans- -

versely of the stay-pocket strips C. -There

are two strips E, one on each lateral side or

half of the corset. Each of said strips E is

| secured to the body of the corset between the

strips C and said body and will preferably

100

be folded longitudinally upon itself to form =

margins or edges folded inwardly, as shown | adouble layer or thlokness, asshowninl I‘lu' 3.
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Said reinforcing-strip is of such width that
when folded and secured in place, as shown
in Fig. 3, it overlaps the adjacent ends of the
stays and is located between said ends of the
stays and the strips forming the outer wall
of the stay-pockets. Said reinforcing-strip
E will usnally be primarily secured in place
by basting, and the adjacentendsof the strips
C after the stays have been inserted in place
are lapped over said reinforcing-strips and
sewed in place by the laterally-separated
lines of stitches a? said stitches passing
through said transverse reinforeing-strip L
in the part thereof between the strips C and
the body of the corset and serving to perma-
nently secure the same in place. It willthus
be seen that the outer wall of the said pock-
ets at the opposite ends thereof are composed
of four layers of material, so that said walls
are greatly strengthened and the ends of the
stays are prevented from breaking there-
through. | -
When the pocket and reinforecing - strips
Lave been sewed in place in the manner de-
scribed, a binding-strip If' is applied over the

upper edge of the corset and engages on one |

side the pocket and thereinforcing strips and
on the other side the body of the corset and
is secured thereto by lines of stitches passing
through the several layers, as clearly shown
inFig. 3. Anornamentalembroidering-strip
G may be attached to the upper edge of the

-eorset, if desired. o

35
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The provision of the additional layer or
strip D', attached at one end to the strip D,
is of much importance, as it affords a metal
stay having a great degree of resiliency com-
bined with ample strengh, it being obvious
that a stay so made while possessing thesame
strength is at the same time more flexible
than a stay which is equal in c¢ross-section to
the combined cross-sectional areas of the two

“layers D and D', and is therefore much more

6o

comfortable to the wearer. Moreover, such
two- part construction is more durable, as
stays so made are not so likely to break un-

der extreme or continued flexure as 18 a sin-.

gle stay possessing the same strength. An
important advantage is gained by attaching
two stay-strips together at their ends, be-
cause thereby the conjoint or united action
of the strips is obtained, which would not be
true if said lower ends of the strips were de-
tached and relatively movable. In the lat-

ter ease, furthermore, the flexing strain on
the stay would not-be uniformly distributed
as is true of the construction illustrated.
Moreover, the detachment of the upper ends
of the two strips constituting the stay from
each other is of considerable importance, as
it enables said stays to readily conform to

890,665

| the shape assumed by the corset, and thereby

ogreatly increases the comfort of the garment.
If both ends of said strips were attached to
each other, the strip on the inner side of the
curve when said stay is flexed would, owing
to its longitudinal immovability with respect
to the other strip, act to restrict the flexure
of the strip on the outside of said curve and
to that extent impede the movements of the
wearer. 'The constructiondescribed enables
both of the attached ends of said strips to be
covered by one protecting-cap d, which obvi-

- ously simplifies and cheapens the consiruc-

tion. The length of the outer or shorter strip
may be varied to suit the requirements ot
each particular case.

The strips I, which are contained partly
within the upper and lower ends of the stay-
pockets and are located at such places be-
tween the ends of the stays and the pocket-
strips C, prevent the ends of said stays from
cutting through said strips and becoming ex-
posed. The construction wherein the rein-
forcing parts contained within said stay-pock-
ets form part of a strip which passes around
the corsetisadesirableone, for the reason that;
it greatly simplifies the construction and also
strengthens the part of the corset to which1t
is applied. If such reinforeing parts, form-
ing part of the stay-pockets, were made sepa-
rately from each other, it would obviously
require the expenditure of a greater amount
of labor and time to form said parts and in-
sert them in place than where said parts are
a part of a continuous strip which may be at-
tached at one operation.

I claim as my invention—

A corset comprising a body - layer, a plu-
rality of superposed strips attached to the
body-layer and forming stay-pockets, stays
in said pockets, and a reinforecing-strip of
substantially uniform width attached to the
marginal part of each side of said body-layer
beneath the strips which form the stay-pock-
ets and extending continuously from the
front to the rear margins thereof, the outer
margin of the strip extending in all its parts
beyond the extremities of the stays, and the
strip being parallel with the margin of the
body-layer, the parts of said reinforeing-strip
beneath said pocket-strips being located be-
tween the ends of the stays therein and said
pocket-strips. |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention [ affix my signature, in pres-
ence of two witnesses, this Gth day of June,
A. D. 1899. | |
CHARLES HENRY SCHOPDACH.
Witnesses:

W. . PEASE,
JNO. C. WEILAND.
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