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To all whom it ma 1Y CONCETTL: |
Be it known that I, WILLIAM A. PROCTOR
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Lynn in the county of Essex, State of Mas-

sachusetts, have invented a Reversible Edu-
catlonalAppllauce or Game, of whlch the fol-

lowing is a specification.
The present invention relates to educa-

- tional appliances or game-boards, and more
particularly to that class of such devices
which embody movable blocks or counters

carrying different letters of the alphabet nu-

merals, or other suitable symbols or signs,

which upon being moved and placed in "dif-

ferent positions with relation to each other

produce any desired eombmanons of letters,
words, and figures.

The object of the plesent mvenuon is to
produce an amusing and instruective game-

board of simple form and arralngement com-

‘bining freely-movable blocks or counters,

which can be moved as desired from end to
end of the board and laterally with relation
to the longitudinal line of movement and
placed in any position Wlth relation to any
other group of blocks or counters, the ar-
rangement being such that in forming words
by the assemblage of a group of bloeks or

counters bearmﬂ' the required letters the for-

mation of the word i 18 capable of being pro-

duced by the proper and natural assembhnn'_

of the letters from left to right, as in writing
or printing.

A further object of the invention is to so
construct the board that it shall be much
lighter than those heretofore produced and
one in which the counters or blocks may be

~ readily removed and replaced in a revelsed
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position, if desired.

Further objects of the invention will ap-
pear hereinafter.

To the above ends the present invention
consists of the improved game-board or edu-
cational appliance whleh will be hereinafter
described and claimed.

The present invention is illustr ated in the
accompanying drawings, in which--

Figure 1 shows a plan view of the board
Wlth one corner broken away and turned
over to show the opposite face of the coun-
ters or blocks. Fig, 2 shows a transverse sec-

the blocks or counters removed

Similar letters of reférence will be em- -
ployed throughout the specificationand draw-

.1nﬂ'°; to designate corresponding parts. |
In the. dra,wmcfs a designates the board

any desired shape, but Whlch 18, as shown,
preferably rectangular and which may be

o tlon on the lme 22 Flb 1: and Fig. 3 one of"
.5-5-..-
.which consists of a fmme b which may be of' -

_.6_(_}_ _
made of any deswable material, that shown

being made of wood and ;Jomed together at

its corners in any suitable manner.

to receive centrally between its top and rear
faces the slotted bed c.

tonguesd, between which are formed the par-
allel passages e, which communicate with a

passage f, running at right angles to the pas-
sages e. 'The boald as shown in the draw-
ings, comprises & bed‘ ¢, having two groups

~of bars d and passages e, which extend from
opposite sides toward the central part and
open into the central vertical passage f; bub
‘it is obvious that but one group of bars and

"The
frame b is an open frame and of a thickness

_ The bed ¢ consists
of a plura,hty of parallel deflectable bars or
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passages may be employed, in which event
they would extend from one side nearly to the

opposite side of the frame b, the vertical pas-
sage extending aloncr and clos'e to cine side of

sald frame.

The bed ¢ may be made of any suitable

material; but for the purpose of lightness,
strength, and resiliency it is made of wire,
which is formed into a series of long loops,
forming the bars or tongues d, which at one

30

end are fastened info the mde bars of the |

frame ¢ along their inner faces.

In the passages e and supported by the bars

or tongues d, so as to be freely movable along

sald passageseand f, are the counters, blocks,
| or men %, which have a head ¢, a base 7, and

a shank %, the heads and bases being of a size
tooverlap the faces of adjacentbarsortongues
d,and the shanks,which are preferably round-

ed of a size to pass freely along the passages

Q0
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e and f. Forthepurpose of causing the count-

ers or blocks /to become properly alined when

positioned as desired, and thus retain the let-

ters or other signsin an upright position, the
head ¢ is made square, so that when brought
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into contact with the side of the frame or with
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the adjacent bloecks they will assume the |

proper position, as clearly shown in the draw-
ings. Preferably both the head and base of
each block is formed square in shape,although
it is obvious that so long as one issquare the
other may be of any suitable or desired shape,
as by making either the head or base square
the desired proper alinement may be pro-
duced. |
Viewing Fig. 1 of the drawings, the larger
portion of Fig. 1isintended to represent one
face of the board, showing the blocks as car-
rying the letters of the alphabet, while the
portion broken off isintended to representthe
oppositeface of the board, showing the blocks
as carrying numerals and other signs. |
It is obvious that any desired sign or sym-
bol or portion of pictures may be placed on
the blocks. |
It will be noted that by making the tongunes
d resilient they may be sprung down at their
outer ends to permit the blocks /v to be re-
moved and replaced at will. -
Having described my invention, I desire to
state that in sofaras I am aware of the state
of the art I am the first to produce a game-
board of the type hereinbefore described pro-
vided with freely-movably blocks or counters
arranged to be moved from end to end in a
longitudinal direction along said board and
laterally at various points along the longitu-
dinal line of movement so constructed and
arranged thatthey will when broughttogether
become properly alined, and while the form
which is specificallyillustrated and described
is the one preferred by me it is to be clearly

understood that my invention is notlimited |

thereto; but

£ ' 690, 664

I claim as new and desire to protect by Let-
ters Patent of the United States— .

1. Thecombination with a reversible frame
comprising resilient tongues or bars, secured
at one end only to the sides of said frame and
extending therefrom toward the longitudinal
medial line of said frame, and forming a lon-
ogitudinal passage extending from end to end
of the frame, and lateral passages extending
in parallel alinement from the longitudinal
passage, of double-ended blocks or counters
supported by the resilient tongues or bars and
freely movablealong the passages, said blocks
or counters having a squared end, substan-
tially as described. |

2. The combination with a suitable frame
of resilient tongues or bars supported by sald
frame at one end only and in parallel aline-

ment with each other, and movable blocksor

counters supported by such resilient tongunes

or bars and arranged to move along the pas-

sages between said tongues or bars, substan-
tially as described. - _ '
3. The combination with a suitable frame,
of resilient looped wires secured at one end
only to one side thereof and extending inward
from the side of said frame, said wires be-
ing properly spaced and forming supporting
tongues and intermediate passages, and dou-
ble-ended Dblocks or counters supported by
said tongues and movable along said passages.

In testimony whereof I have signed my

name to this specification in the presence of

two subseribing witnesses. |
WILLIAM A. PROCTOR.
Witnesses:
.. M. LANGWORTHY,
H. M. CLIFFORD.
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