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Apphcetmn ﬁled March 21, 1901, Serlel No. 52 146, . (No model.) -

To all whom it may concern:

Improvements in Klectrically - Illuminated

Signs; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a fuall, clear, and exact description

thereof, reference bemu' had to the accompa-

nying drawin ag, and to the letters of reference

marked thereon whleh form a palt of this
specification.

This invention relates to 1mp1 oV ements in

~electrically-illuminated signs.
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- aremadeof thinsheet material bent or molded
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The invention consists in the matters here-
inafter set forth, and more particularly point-
ed out in the eppended claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a view in per-
Speetwe of a sign whmh embraces the main
features of the 1nvent10n
cross-section on line 2 2 of Fig. 1. Fig.3isa
view in longitudinal section of a portion of
Fig. 4 i3 a view of a
portion of the frame, showing the lamps stag-

‘gered and a consequently narrow socket-in-

closure. [Kig.d1isaview incross-section, par-

tially broken away, showing an arrangement
1 extend from socket to socket in the usual

of the lamp-sockets when staggered.

Referring to Figs. 1 to 3 of thedrawin ge, A

represents themain body of a sign, which may
be of any preferred shape. As herein shown,
said body has the form of a rectangular plate
and may be made of glass, porcelem metal,

or like material, on which is peinted or oth-
erwise dlspleyed the subject- matter of the.

sign. Said mainbody Ais inclosed by a frame
B, and said frame is made tubular to receive
sockets for electric lamps, by which the sign
is illuminated. Said frame is shown as made
of side pieces bb', adapted to be joined at their
inner and outer margins in a manner to pro-
vide a waterproof inclosure. Said side pleces

into the form illustrated in Fig. 2. = An ap-
proved material for making the frame is sheet
metal. The inner margins b%of the two side
members are soshaped as tooverlap, as shown
in Fig. 2, and form a rabbet or groove when

assembled to receive the margin _of the sign-

body and tohold said sign-body in place In the
frame. The outer margins 62 are bent radi-

Fig.21s aviewin_

| side members of Lhe frametowethel |

- Beit known that I, JOEN H. GOEBST, of Chi- |
~eago, in the county of Cook and S_Late of Illi-
nois, have invented certain new and useful

overlapping margins of the side members are

preferably covered by metallic Weether-strlps-'

| Sa,id

55
C of U form in cross-section, the bolts pass-

ing throughsaid strips and seeuring the whole -

ton'ether and providing a water- tlght joint.
The side members are still further secured

by a plurality of bolts B', which pass through

the socket-inclosure from side to side, as.
‘'shown. Within the tubular frame thus con-

structedare located a plurality of socket-sup-

ports E. Each of said supports may consist

of a metal strip bent to form two angularly-
disposed- arms ¢ ¢'. In such construction
the shorter arm e of each support is secured
to the inner face of the perimeter-wall of one

of the side members b by rivets or other suit-
able fastening means, and the longer arm ex-

tends inwardly eentmlly of said 1nclos ure and
generally parallel with the sign-body. In-
candescent-lamp sockets F of any suitable or
standard pattern are secured by screws f to
both sides of the arm ¢ of each support.
Said sockets, as herein shown, are provided
at. either side with prOJectlnﬂ' clips f/
which are secured the conductors G G, which

manner. 'Theside membersareprovided op-

posite to said sockets with apertures b

through which pass the electric lamps con-
nected with said sockets, said lamps being ar-
ranged in two similar groups, one projecting
from each side. of the frame. The lamps
are provided with suitable packing-rings H
of suitable material, which are ad;usted to
closely encircle the ﬂ‘lobes of the lamps at the
points of contact mth the edges of the side
apertures, so as to form Iswht joints to pre-
vent the ingress to the melosure of water or

| SHOW. |
As shown in Fig. 1, the conductors G are

'

brought into the socket-lnclosure through a
sultable opening b° at the side thereof. The
frame may be conveniently supported by suit-
able hangers I, suspended from a bracket-rod
K. The latter may be made hollow or tubu-
lar and may have an outer ornamental hol-
low end piece k. Conveniently the conduc-
tors G may be led from the building on which
the sign is supported through sald [ rod to the

ally outwardly in overlapplnﬂ' relation, and | sign.
bolts D pass through said margins to hold the

In case it is pret‘erred to have the lainps on
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‘the construction.

3

the opposite sides of the socket-inclosurestag- | in line with the sockets with lamp-receiving

gered with relation to each other and When
1t is desirable to have the socket-inclosure
with as little width as possible the construc-
tion indicated in Ifigs. 4 and 5 may be fol-

lowed. Ierein the socket-supportsareshown

in the form of blocks N of snitable material,
secured to the inner faces of the side pieces.
Kach block is fastened to one of the side
pieces opposite an aperture in the other side
plece, the blocks (where the staggered con-
struction shown in Fig. 4 is employed) being
alternately secured to opposite sides of the
socket-inclosure. This construction admits
of a socket-inclosure but slightly wider than
the socket, the advantage in width gained be-
ing clearly shown by a comparison of Figs. 2
and 5, which are drawn to the same scale.
Obviously when the sign is to hang against
a wall the lamps and apertures may be omit-
ted from one side of the inclosure, which may
then be made with one side unperforated.
The construction herein shown prowdes a

~water-tight inclosure for the lamp-sockets,

eonnectlons and conductors and at the same
time 1S SO made as to allow ready inspec-
tion of said parts and easy renewal of the
lamps. The sign may be readily and eco-

‘nomically constructed and is very durable,

not being affected by eclimatic changes. It
will also be observed that thesign is ﬁreproof
and moist-proof, due not only to the construc-
tion described,.but to the absence of wood in
Another advantage of the
construction isits durability, and yet another
advantage is its adaptability to various pur-
poses for which signs are used by simply re-
moving the body A or sign proper from the
frame and inserting one of a different design
or designation, as required, without other-
wise disturbing or rearranging the lights,
irame, or connections. It will also be mani-
fest that the lamps do not cover the sign
properor letters, and thus this sign is as use-
ful by day as by night.

I claim as my IDVEIltIOIl—

1. An electrically-illuminated sign com-
prising a central sign-body and a surroundmﬂ*
tubular socket- mclosmg frame having mter-
nal socket-supports, and sockets mounted on
the opposite sides of said supports, said frame

being provided on the opposite sides thereof |

890,649

TN

apertures.

2. An electrically-illuminated sign com-
prising a central sign-body, and a surround-
ing tubular socket-frame comprising side
members separably joined at their margins,
socket-supports inclosed by said side mem-
bers, and sockets mounted on said supports,

sald members being provided with lamp-re-

celving apertures, and the inner margins of
sald side members being shaped to form a
groove constructed to receive and retain the
margin of the sign-body.

3. An electrically-illuminated sign com-
prising a tubular socket-frame, said frame

55
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comprising separable side members joined at -

their margins, socket - supports inclosed by
sald side members, and sockets supported

| thereon, the outer margins of said side mem-

bers being overlapped, and a strip of U shape
In cross-section applied over said overlapping
margins, said side members being provided
with lamp-receiving apertures.

4. An eleettIeally-lllummated sign com-
prising a tubular socket - inclosure having
separable sheet-metal side members made
with overlapping flanges on the outer mar-
ogins of said side members, fastening devices
passing through said flanges, socket-supports
secured to one of said side members, and

sockets mounted on said supports, said in-

closure being provided inline with said sock-
ets with lamp-receiving apertures.

5. An eleetrically-i-lluminated sign com-
prising a central sign-body and a surround-
ing tubular socket-supporting frame having
internal socket-supports, and sockets mount-
ed on sald supports, said frame being pro-

vided on opposite sides thereof in line with

the sockets, with lamp-receiving apertures
through which are adapted to project in op-
posite directions lamps mounted in said sock-

- efs,

In testimony that I elaim the fo1err01ng as
my invention I affix my signature, in pres-
ence of two witnesses, this 16th day of Mar ch,

1901.
| JOHN HH. GOEHST.
Witnesses:

TAYLOR K. BROWN,
CLEMENT R. STICKNEY.
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