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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

PAUL KREX OF SOUTH BETHLEHEM PENNSYLVANIA

CLOTH ES- LINE REEL

SPECIFICATION formmg pa,rt of Letters Patent No. 690,588, dated J anua,ry 7, 1902.
.B.pplleetlen filed d 1113,r 24,1901, Serial No. 69;545. (No model. ) |

To all whom it may concerv:
- Be it known that I, PAUL KREX, a citizen
of the United States, remdmg at Seuth Beth-

lehem, in the county of Northampton and

State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new
and useful Clothes-Line Reel, of which the

following is a specification.

The 1nvent10n relates to improvements-in

| clothes-line reels.
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"T'he object of the present invention is to
improve the construction of clothes-line reels

and to provide a simple, inexpensive, and

efficient one adapted to be readily handled

and capable of enabling a clothes-line to be

quickly wound up when 1 not in use and to be

readily unwound when pnttmn‘ it up for use.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a reel of this character in which the shaft

may bereadily locked against rotation for pre-

venting the clothes-line from being accident-

ally unreeled.
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~of a portion of the ratehet-wheel.

The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of

parts hereinafter fully deseribed, illustrated -

in the accompanying drawings, and pointed

out in the claim hereto appended

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a reel eonetrueted In accordance with
this invention. Fig. 2 is a sectional view of

one end of the reel. FKig. 3 is a detail view
Fig. 4 is

~ a sectional view of the pawl, 111ustret1ntr the
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manner of securing the same to the plvet
upon which it is mounted Fig. 5 is a detail
view of the pivot. Fig. 6 is a detall view of
the keeper.

Like numerals of reference deswna,te COr-

-responding partsinall the figures of the drew-

in oS

1 designates an epprommetely circular |

frame composed of circular ends 2 and 3, and
connecting-strips 4, which may be of any de-
sired number and whlch are suitably secured
to the peripheries of the ends 2 and 3. The
ends 2 and 3 are provided with central bear-
1n0'-open1ngs for the reception of a longitu-
dinal shaft 5, upon which the elothee-llne is
to be reeled and which is provided at one
end with an exterior crank-handle 6 for en-
abling the clothes-line to be readily wound
up. Theshaft is provided at one end with a

circular head 7, and it has a thin circular

i secured to the mtchet-wheel

1 h_ea,d 8, located at its other end and arranged

at the inner face of a ratchet-wheel 9, which
18 located between the head-8 and the adja-
cent end 2 of the frame. The ratchet-wheel
1s keyed or otherwise secured to the adjacent
end of the shaft, and the head is preferably
In order to
enable a clothes-line to be readily connected
to the shaft, a strap 10 is provided, and one
end of the sl;rep I1s secured to the shaft at the
center thereof. The strap is provided near
its other end with a buckle 11, which is ar-
ranged to receive the adjecenb end of the
strap, which is designed to be passed around
the clothes-line, whereby the same is de-

‘tachably connected to the shaft.

-"T'heframe is provided at the center of one

of its strips with a projecting handle 12, by
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means of which it may be conveniently held |

in one hand, while the shaft is being rotated

by the other hand. Theshaftisheld against
accldental retrograde rotation by means of a
pivoted pawl 13, whieh is arranged to engage
the ratchet-wheel and which isheld out of such

engagement when the clothes-line is beingun- .

reeled to permit the shaft to rotate freely.
T'he pawl 13, which is slightly curved, is pret-
erably conetrueted of a piece of resﬂlent sheet,
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metal, having one end 14 bent upon itself to

prowde a ]eaf or flange for engaging a loop
or bend 15 of a pivot 16. The pivot 16, which

1s passed through a perforation of the end 2
~of the frame, is prov1ded at its outer end with

anarm 17,and its inner end is bent upon itself

to provide the loop or bend 15, which is ap-
proximately U-shaped and about which the
The inner leaf or portion

pawl 1s secured.
formed by the end 14 is bent inward between
the sides of the loop or bend 15 to secure it
to the same; but it may be riveted or other-
wise festened thereto. The arm 17 forms a
handle and is engaged by a keeper 19, and
the latter is preferably constructed of a smgle
piece of wire, which is bent to form an inner
seat or recess 20 and an outer seat or recess
22. 'The keeper is provided between the re-
cesses with an outwardly-projecting portion,
consisting of an approximately U -shaped
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bend 21 and fermlnﬂ'epposweeheulders The

terminals of the wire of which the keeper is
constructed are embedded in the head 2, which
is preferably constructed of wood. When
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the arin 17 of the pivot is swung inward from
the position illustrated in dotted lines in Kig.
4 of the drawings to that shown in full lines
in the same figure, it is carried from the outer
seat or recess 22 to the inner seat or recess
20, which holds the pawl in engagement with
the ratehet-wheel. When the pawl is in en-
cagement with the ratchet-wheel, it has suffi-
cient resiliency to permit the teeth of the
ratchet-wheel to pass it when the shaft is ro-
tated forwardiy. The outer seat or recess 22
is adapted to receive the arm 17 for holding
the pawl out of engagement with the ratchet-
wheel to permit the shaft to rotate freely in
either direction.

It will be seen that the clothes-line reel is
exceedingly simple and inexpensive in con-
struction, that it is strong and durable, and
that as the frame, the shaft, and the heads
thereof are constructed of wood there will be
no metal for rusting a clothes-line. Also it
will be seen that the device will enable a
clothes-line to be quickly reeled on the shaft
and that the pawl may be held out of engage-
ment with the ratchet-wheel to permit the
shaft torotate freelyinunwinding the clothes-
line. Also it will be seen that after the

clothes-line has been unwound to a greater
or less extent the reel mayvbe locked to p re-
vent the shaft from rotating and the device
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| may then be left attached to the line. When

the line is entirely unwound from the shaft,
it may be detached from the strap and the
device may be put away until it is necessary
to rewind the line, and any suitable means
may be provided for enabling the clothes-line
reel to be hung up out of the way when it i
not in use.
What I claim 1s—

- In a clothes-line reel, the combination of
a frame, a shaft journaled in the frame, a
ratchet-wheel mounted on the shafft and lo-

| cated withintheframe,apivotpassingthrough
‘the same and provided with an exterior re-

silient arm, a resilient pawl.secured to the
inner end of the pivot and engaging the
ratchet-wheel and adapted to be swung out
of such engagement, and the keeper mounted
on the exterior of the frame and having inner
and onter seats to receive the arm and pro-
vided with an intermediate projecting portion
forming opposite shoulders, substantially as
described.

In testimony that I c¢laim the foregoing as

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.
PAUL KREX.
Witnesses:
BERT K. KUSGE,
PATUL SERFARS.
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