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o all whonv it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE W. GOMBER, a
cifizen of the United States, residing at Co-
nyngham, in the county of Luzerne and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Can- Openers;

and I do hereby declare the following tobe a

full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the
same.

My invention has for its object the provi-
sion of a can-opening device, my special ob-
ject being to provide an instroment of the
characterspecified which may be very cheaply
and expeditiously manufactured and which
will comprise means for anchoring a device

- upon the end of a can, whereby an opening
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of any desired size may be cut therein and
bodily removed therefrom. |

Other objects and advantages will be made
fully apparent from the following specifica-
tion, considered in connection with the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figurelisa perspectwe view of my inven-
tion as applied to use upon the end of an or-
dinary tin can. Fig. 218 a perspective detail
view showing how the main or body portion of
my device 18 formed of a single piece of wire.

Fig. 3 shows a binding clip or collar for hold- |

ing the contiguous portmns of the wire in op-
erative relationship to each other. Fig. 4
shows the adjustable cutting-blade and con-
tiguous parts.
of Fig. 4 on line # .

In ordel to conveniently designate Lhe de-
tails of my invention and the pa,rts provided
to co6perate therewith, numerals will be em-

ployed, of which 1 indieates the handle por--

tion of my can-opener, which may be of any
preferred construction and provided with a
suitable bore adapted to receive the end of
the body portion proper of my can-opener,
which latter is formed of a single piece of
wire, as will be seen by reference to Iig. 2,
sald wire being first bent upon itself to pro-
vide the terminal 2, which lies parallel with
the sections 3 and 4, which latter comprises,
essentially, the main or body portion of my
device and upon which I adjustably mount

the movable collar or member 5, to which 18 |

Fig. 5 1s a tI‘aHSVE‘l::B section |

the cutting blade or knife 6.

Upon the npper side of the collar 5 I form,
upon the forward edge thereof, the depend-
ing tongue 7, which is of sufficient width to
lie between the parallel sections 3 and 4, it

attached or with which ‘is integrally fmmed

55

being understood that the inner face of each

of said sections may be vertically corrugated,
as indicated by the numeral 3, said corruga-
tions being designed to receive the end of the
downwardly-extendingtongue orlip 7, where-
by the knife will be held against casually slip-
ping from an adjusted position. Additional
means may be provided forthecollarsto hold

it in an adjusted position, said means pref-

erably comprising the locking device (illus-
trated in Kigs. 1 and 5) consisting of the

' cam-shaft 9, rotatably mounted in suitable

apertures in the collar 5 and provided upon
one side with the cam extension 10, which

latter is designed to engage the contiguous
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member or section 4 of the body portion, and

| it is obvious that since said shaft 1s provided

with the thumb-piece 11 it may be freely
turned by the operator so asto brmcr the cam
extension 10 securely into engagement with
the contiguous corrugated face of the mem-

ber 4 and insure that the collar will be secured

at any point desired upon said section.

The parallel sections 3 and 4, comprising

the main or body portion of my can-opener,

form an integral part of each other,inasmuch

a8 the handle extension is formed from the

same wire by bringing the members 3 and 4

snugly into engagement with each other, as
indicated by the parallel sections designated
by tne numerals 12 and 13.

After the section 4 has been formed it is
continued and properly shaped so as to pro-
vide the laterally-extending loop-section 14,
the wire being continued outward after said
loop-section is formed, so as to parallel the
section 2 to the outer end thereof, when the

wire is bent slightly downward, as indicated
by the numeral 15, and thence at right an-
gles, so as to provide the terminal 16, which

latter is sharpened, so as to readily enter the
lid of the can when it is desired to use the

device.

In order th:l.t the outer end of the section

3, the terminal 2, and the outer end of the
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section £ may be bound firmly in union with |
each other and said parts held against buck-
ling or spreading, I providethe collar 17 , (11lus-
trated in detail in Fig. 3,) consisting of a suit-
5 able piece of sheet metal properly shaped SO
as to enable the same to be bent to 1nelose
sald parts, as illustrated in Fig. 1.
The several parts of my mVentlon being
formed of very cheap material, mainly of sheet
10 metal and wire, may be produced at a very
low cost, and since said parts may be shaped
by sultable machinery it follows that large
quantities thereof may be produced by a sin-
gle machine controlled by a single operator,
15 1ea;vincr little additional work to be done ex-
cept; tha,t of assemblmfr the parts, as ebov’e
set forth.
1t is thought that for all ordinary pldttlcal
purposes t,he locking cam-shaft 9 maybe dis-
20 pensed with and dependenee alone placed
upon the lip 7 for holding the knife in an ad-
- Justed position upon the members 3 and 4,
though I mayin some instances find it desir-
able £o employ said locking device in addition
25 to said tongue, and 1 therefore reserve the
right to manufacture the device either with
- or without said cam-shaff, as I may consider
most desirable.
Itisthoughtfrom the foreﬂ‘eme‘ description
30 that the use of my invention will have been
made clearly apparent, though it may be
stated that after the parts have been properly
assembled in theirrespective operative places
and the point 16 properly sharpened said
35 point may be forced through preferably the
center portion of the can-lid, when the sec-
‘tions 3 and 4, comprising the main or body
section of the can-opener, may be brought
downward substantially parallel with the 1id,
40 which will incidentally force the point of the
knife 5 through a contiguous portion of said
lid, when thehendle may be moved laterally,
causing the blade to cut out a section of the
lid, whwh will still adhere to the point 16,
45 'and thereby enable the severed portion to be
lifted out without soiling the fingers or with-
~out other means being em"pleyed to remove
the same. "The loop-section 14 is designed
to prevent the body portion of the deviee from
5o turning or rocking while the knife is being
moved laterally.

-Believing that the construction and manner |
of using my device will be fully understood
I will dlepense with further reference to the

55 details thereof. |

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. The herein-described can-opener com-
prising the body portion formed of a piece ot
wire and bent to form the parallel sections
2, 3,4,12 and 13 and the laterally-extending

| loop-section 14, the downwardly-curved sec-

tion 15 and the pointed sphere-section 16, in
combination with & cutting-blade and means
to adjustably secure said blade upon the sec-
tions 3 and 4 and a suitable handle adapted
to receive the members 12 and 13, all com-
bined substantlally as epeelﬁed and for the
purpose set, forth.

2. In a can-opener, a suitable body portion
and a knife-section having a collar 5 attached
thereto adapted to receive said body portion
and a cam-shaft carried by said collar and
adapted to engage said body portion, all sub-
stantially as spemﬁe{:l and for the purpose set
forth.

3. T'he herein- deseubed can-opener com-
prising a main or body portion formed of the
parallel members 3 and 4; a suitable handle-
section connected tosald members and a loop-
section 14 forming an integral part of the
section 4, the wire fmmmtr sald section be-
ing sha,pefd to form the peinted terminal 16 1n
combination with a cutting-blade and means
to adjustably secure said blade in its opera-
tive position and additional means to hold
the sections 3 and 4 in union with each other,
all substantially as specified and for the pur-
pose set forth.

4. The herein- deqcrlbed can-opener con-
sisting of the main or body portion formed
of a smrrle piece of wire and comprising the
parts 3, 4, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16, all integral
and formed substantially as described, in
combination with an adjustable collar carried

by the sections 3 and 4; a knife carried by

said collarand aloekmw :cam rotatably mount-
ed in suitable apertmee_ in sald collar and
adapted to engage one of the members 3 and
4 whereby the collar may be secured in any
desired position thereon and the knife sus-
tained against casual displacement, all sub-
stantially as specified and for the purpose
set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE W. GOMBER
VVitnesses :

G. F. DRUM,
HARRY F. GOMBER.
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