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- T6 .all whom it mwy coneern

Beit knownthatl, AIB. SHAW, ofMedford
in the county of Mlddlesex and Stete of Massa- |
chusetts, - have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Book Rests or Holders,
‘of which the following is a specification.
- - I'his invention relateb to improvements in
" adjustable book holders or rests, and has for
- -its object to improve that class of rests which

may be used in any chair, on a sofa or couch,

or in the bed and w1thoub attaching the 1eet.
“thereto or defacing the chair,
bed; also, to produee a resb whl(,h may "be
paeked in a small space when not in use or
when bem-:r transported from one plaee to an-

- other.
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- The 1nv entlon Lonsmt,s in the nmel cOon-
struetion, arrangement, and combination of

parts deserlbed heremaftel and set forth in

the claims.

- The invention 1s ea,rmed out eubstantldlly-

asillustrated on the accompanying drawings,
forming an essential part of this speelﬁeetmn

and whereon— -
Figure 1 represents a pelspectwe view of .
my 1mpr0ved rest in position to be used. Fig.
~ 2represents a side elevation of the rest folded
- as when not in use and when ready to be

- stored or transported from one place to an-
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other.
the rest on the line A Bin Fig. 2.

O D in Fig. 2.

Like ehmactels of referenee refer to like:

parts wherever they occur on the dlfferent

_perts of the drawings. |
 The invention is deswned more. espemelly'
to furnish a more eenvement and otherwise-
improved rest or holder for a book or pa-
per while it is being read, which will relieve

the person from the welﬂ‘ht of the book or pa-

per and will allow the free use of his hands
or arms for other purposes than the holding
of the book, if sodesired, and will tend to keep :*
the book or paper at a aniform distance from

the reader’s eyes, thus preventing unneces-

‘sary straining of the eyes. -

The rest may be used In a chew 2 sofa, a

- couch, a bed, or in many other places, and

850

_althou gh it is designed more especially as
~ holder for a book or paper it may be used for |

a support for wntmg matemel or as a table | w1thm the tubular pOI’tIOIl 5, and the pivotal

| 'without being atbached to said articles.

sofa, eoueh or

Fig. 3 represents a cross-section of
Fig. 4 rep-
resents a Cross- Seetmn of the re%t on the line

= - screw 8 or equivalent device.

Trest.

to be used in the bed fm an mvehd eud fm

‘many other purposes.

The base 1 is adapted to rest upcm the sea,t
of a chair, a sofa, couch, orother place where -
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the person using ‘the rest is seated or is lying

Thls

‘base 1s prefela,bly made with a frame 2, of

wire or other material which is strong end

not bulky, and the covering 3, preferably of

flexible material, such as cloth, leather, cane,
or similar material; buf said base may be

made of wood or other eumlar mateual if 80

desired. This baseispr eferably made square,

‘as shown, but it may be made in any other
To the edge of
| this base 1 and preferably at the corner there- |
‘of, asshown, is a standard, which for the pur-
pose of bemﬂ' able to pack the rest in a small

shape, if more convenient.

6o -
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space and for means of adjusting the posi-

tion of the restis made as follows; butif may

‘be made otherwise, if sodesired. The{frame

2 is provided at one corner thereof with the

short upward . projection 4, to which the tu-
| bular portion 5 is fulcrumed and adjusted, it
being held in its adjusted position by means

of the thumb-screw 6 or equivalent device.

Within the upper end of the tubular portion 5
of the standard is inserted one end of a rod 7,

which is bent at right angles and is free 1;0 |

turn within the pOlthll 5 and is adjustable in

its adjusted position by means of the thumb-

On the free

‘and out within said portion, it being heldin |

end of the rod 7 is mounted the rest or table -
proper, 9, which is preferably connected to the

rod by meens of a ball-and-socket joint, con-
sisting of the ball 10 on the end of the rod

and the brackets 11 on the under side of the
These brackets are perforated to em-
‘brace the ball and are provided with the
thumb-serew 12 orequivalent device,by which

the ballis firmly clamped between said brack-
ets in order to hold the table firmly when it

has been properly adjusted in relation tothe
support and to suit the eonvemence of the_

user..
It will be understood that by the combmed
actions of the ball-and-socket joint between

ard, the adjustment of the rod in and out
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the table 9 and the rod 7, the turning of the -
‘rod within the tubular portlon 5 of the stand- -
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2

connectionof thetubular portion 5 to the base
1 I am able to adjust the table to any desired
position in relation to the base to bring the
book or paper held on the table to the most
convenient position for the person using my
device.

In using my improved holder in a chair the
base portion thereof is placed upon the seat
of the chair. The person then seats himself

upon this base, which when provided with a

flexible covering depresses with the chair-
seat and holds the standard or supporting
portion of the holder as if rigidly secured to
the chair and so that it will move with the
chair either when the chair is tipped or
rocked. Thetable 9 can then be adjusted to
the most convenient p051t10n as above de-
seribed, and the person is free to read with-
out the fatigue of holding the book in his
hands, and at the same time his hands can
be used for other purpose, if desired. If he
1s ecalled from his seat for any purpose and
desires to leave the book and holder so that
he may return and use them, he simply loos-
ens the thumb-serew 8 and rotates the rod 7

within the portion 5 of the standard until the

holder and book are carried sufficiently to
one side to allow him to leave his seat. If
the person desires to lie upon a sofa, couch,
bed, or upon the ground and use the rest he

p]aces the base portwn 1 upon the sofa, eouch
bed, or ground, preferably in such a posumn
that the lower pal t of his body will rest upon
sald base portion, and he then adjusts the
holder to the desired position in relation to
sald base. in a manner similar to that de-
scribed above. Substantially the same oper-
ation will be necessary if the rest is to be used
in a bed to hold the meals for an invalid.
The frame 2 when used in making the base
portion of the holder is made of material suf-
ficiently thin that it does not interfere or in-

convenience the person using the holder; but |

Y™

at thesametimeitissuf
to make a rigid support.

When not in use, the holder may be folded
substantially as sh(m nin Figs. 2, 3, and 4 and
will be very compact when qtored or when
ready for transportation.

This my improved holder is very simple,
convenient, and strong, and it can be made

elently stiff and 110'1d

- very attr active in appearance by changing
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the material used for the covering 3 and by
plating the metal portions thereof or it can
be made very cheaply, if so deswed It is
not attached in any way to the article of fur-

‘niture on which it is used. . Thereforeit does

not deface the furniture and is free to be
used in connection with any desired and va-
rious pieces of furniture at will. Thus it will
be seen that I am able to produce a conven-

889,758

ient, strong, and portable book-rest which is
used in any desired place and in connection
with any desired piece of furniture without
being in any way attached thereto, which
rest, inaddition to a vertical adjustment with
the supporting-standard and a pivotal con-
nection to said standard, whereby it may be
rotated uponits pivotal connection and raised
or lowered, as desired, will have the upper
part of the standard bent at an angle to the
lower part of the standard and capable of be-

ing turned within the lower part of the stand-

ard 80 as to be able to adjust the rest toward
or from the reader or to swing the rest bodily
to one side and out of the way of the person
using the rest, whereby he may rise from be-
ing seated upon the base portion of the rest

or may seat himself thereon without coming

into contact with the rest. It will also be
seen that my rest or holder may be folded
into a very compact space when not in use.

IHaving thusfully deseribed the nature,con-
struction, and operation of my iuvention, I
wish to secure by Letters Patent and claim—

1. In a book rest or holder, a base portion

to rest upon a chair, sofa, couch or bed, upon

which base portion the person using the rest
seats himself or reclines, conmstmﬂ'of aframe
with a flexible covering, a standard project-
ing from said base portion and a table se-
cured to said standard, whereby said base
portion conforms to the depressions in the
seat of the chair or other article and holds
the rest rigidly upon the same, for the pur-
pose set forth.

2. In a book rest or holder, a base portion
to rest upon a chair, sofa, or bed upon which
base portion the person using the rest seats
himself or reclines, consisting of a frame
around sald base portion and a flexible cov-
ering secured to said frame and filling the
space between the sides of the frame, a stand-
ard pivotally attached to said frame, and a
table adjustably secured within said stand-
ard, for the purpose set forth.

3. In a book rest or holder, a base portion
to rest upon a chair, sofa, or bed upon which
base portion the person using the rest seats
himself orreclines, consisting of a metal frame
around said base portion and a flexible cov-
ering secured to the frame and filling the
space between the sides of the frame, a stand-
ard secured to the metal frame, and a table
rotatablyadjustable withinsaid standard, for
the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig-
nature in presence of two witnesses.

AI B. SITAW.

Witnesses:
HENRY CHADBOURN,
WILLIAM SHAW.
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