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To all whom it may concerm:

Beit known that I, ENGELINA WESSELINA
LAMMERS, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Forestgrove, in the county of Ot-

5 tawa and State of Michigan, have invented a
new and useful Clothes-Tongs, of which the
.- following is a specification.

This invention relates to clothes-tongs, and

has forits object to provide an improved de-
‘10 vice of this character which is arranged for
convenience in lifting clothing from a boiler
and also for stirring the eontents of the latter.
It is furthermore de31gued to arrange the im-
plementsoasto firmlygrip the ertmles of cloth-

15 ing without exposing the hands to direct con-

- tact either with the hot clothing or the boil-
ing water and also to faelht_a,te the manipu-
lat,ien of the implement by one hand.

'~ 'With these and other objects in view the

- 20 presentinvention consists in the combination
- and arrangement of parts, as will be herein-

after more fully deseribed, shown in the ac-
companying drawin og, and pertlculerly point-
~ ed out in the appended claims, it being un-

25 derstood that changesin the form,proportmn

size, and minor detelle may be made within
the. scope of the claims without departing
from the spirit or sacrificing any of the &d-
vantages of the invention.

30 In the drawings, Figure 1 is a pelspectwe

view of a elothes-tonfrs embodymﬂ' the pres-
ent mventlon Tig. 2 18 a side elevation

thereof. Fig.3i1sa tra,nsverse sectional wew
on the line 3 3 of Fig. 2.

35 1ike characters of reference desio*na,te cor- |2

responding parts in all of the ﬁﬂ'uree of the
drawings.
Referring to the dra.wmﬂ's, it will be seen
that the preeent device comprises a pair of
40 duplicate jaw members 1 and 2, each of which
is formed from a single strip of wood that is
flat upon its inner face and rounded or con-
vexed upon its outer side, as best shown in
Fig. 1 of the drawings. ~Also the members
45 taper slightly from the_lr eorresp_o_ndlpg butt-
ends, which are connected by means of a suit-
able hinge or pivotal connection 3, whereby
the jawsor members are designed to be opened
and closed in the manner of a pair of tongs.
so Forconvenience in manipulating the tongs
~ there is provided a longitudinally-disposed
stubstantially U -shaped guard 4, which is

preferably formed from a single strip of wire

bent into a loop, with its opposite ends con-

nected to one of the members_adjacent to the
hinged end thereof and located upon theouter
side of the member for the reception of the
tips of the fingers, as indicated in dotted lines
in Fig. 2 of the drawmws

Slightly in advance of the guard there is
provided a guide and brace-loop 5, formed of
wire and embraelng both members Adja-
cent to one end of the loop the opposite sides

;thereef are bent outwardly in opposite direc-

tions, as at 6, so as to form recesses or seats
for the tight or snug reception of the oppo-
site edges of the jaw member 1, for the pur-
pose of fixedly connecting the loop to the said
member. By this arrangement one end por-
tion 7 of the loop is projected at the outer
side of the jJaw member 1 for the reception of
the thumb, while the opposite longer portion
slidably embraces the other member 2, sothat
the two members may be opened end closed
by manipulation of the thumb and fingers,
the loop being designed to brace the jaw mem-

bers and take lateral strain from the hinged
connection thereof. To insure free play of

the loop upon the member 2, the opposite
edges of the latter are notehed or cut away;
a8 a,t 8, for the receptlon of the respective

sides of the loop; or, in other words, the mem-
“ber 1s made slln'htly narrower at this point to

slide easily within the loop

Inusing the device the jaws may be brought

together, as indicated iii dotted lines in Fig.

also the jaws may be manipulated to grip one

or more articles of clothing to lift the same
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of the drawings; so as to form a stick for
stirring the-contents of a wash-boiler; and

90.-. |

out of a boiler without wetting or scalding

the hands by the clothes or the boiling water.
The jaws being of wood and of suitablelength,
the implement is comparatively light and at

the same time durable and the metallic parts
are not in position for contact with the cloth-
ing, so that the latter are not liable to become
rusted from the implement.

What is claimed is—
1. A clothes-tongs, compmsmn‘ a palr of
jaws, which are pivotally connected at corre-
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sponding ends, a longitudinal finger-loop car-

ried externally by one of the jaws, and a
guide and brace-loop embracing both jaws,
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fixedly connected to one of the jaws, and also
projecting externally thereof to form a trans-
verse thumb-loop.

2. A clothes-tongs, comprising a pair of
comparatively long and narrow wooden jaws,
a hinged or pivotal connection at correspond-

ing ends thereof, a longitudinal finger-loop

carried externally by one of the jaws and ad-

jacent to the pivotal or hinged end thereof,
and a loop-shaped guide and brace embracing |

both jaws and located in front of and adja-
cent to the finger-loop, one end portion of the

- loop slidably embracing the jaw having the

finger-loop, and its opposite end portion nor- |
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mally projeCting beyond the other jaw and 15

forming a transverse thumb-loop, the oppo-
site sides of the brace-loop having correspond-
ing seats snugly recelving the opposite edges
of the jaw having the thumb-loop, whereby
the latter is carried by said jaw.

In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

ENGELINA WESSELINA LAMMERS.

Witnesses:
A. V. Z. POPPEN,
H. IIoLusmt.
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