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‘3o Asshown in the drawings, the device com-

o 40 wwe is secured to that portion of the margin

© - that its arms extend lengthwise of the foot.

.45 the stocking and hold the guard in place.
.+ .. The clip is made with its upper jaw b straight
- and its lower jaw 0’ curved slightly upward

the toe. As the guard is so fashioned that

UNITED STATES

PateENT OFFICE.

THOMAS E. SOMERVILLE,

OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

SHIELLD FOR STOCKINGS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters 'Patent No. 689,600, dated December 24, 1901,
App]icaﬁon filed March 15, 1901. ~Serial No, 51,264, (¥o model.)

To all whonm it may concern: B I

Beitknown thatI, THOMAS E. SOMERVILLE,;
of Chicago, in the eounty of Cook and State
of Illinois, haveinvented certain newand use-

g ful Improvements in Shields for Stockings;
and I do hereby declare that the followingisa
full, clear, and exact description thereot, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-

- ings, and to the letters of reference marked

16 thereon, which form & part of this specifica-
tion.

This invention relates to a shield for stock-
ings.

- Theinvention eonsmts in the matters here-
iz inafter set forth, and more particularly point-
ed out in the appended claims.,

This invention relates especially to a device
for covering the toe of the stoeking, so as to
protect it from wear against the shoe-lining, |

20 and therefore to prolonn' the period of wear
of the stocking as a whole.

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a por-
tion of a stocking-foot with the shield secured
thereon. Fig. 2 isa view, partially in section

26 on line 2 2 of Fig. 1 and partially in eleva-
tion, showing the 1 manner of securing the de-
vice in place ‘Fig. 3 is aview in perspeetwe
of the shield.: Flg 4 is a view of the spring- |
clip for retaining the device in position.

prises a guard or tip A, mad_e of asingle piece
of flexible soft leather, such as chamois,
formed to cover the mdes and tip of that por- |
tion of a stocking C whleh covers the -first
35 toe when on the wearer’s foot, the seam ¢ nec-
essary to secure the proper form being so po-
sitioned as to be over the outer part of the
nail of the wearer, so that no inconvenience
‘isoccasioned. A U -sha,ped clip B, of spring-

o' of the guard which is arranged to lie pret-
erably bebween the first and second toes, soO

‘Said guard is so shaped That it will engage l

. near its inner end to conform to the ball of

so the clip engages the position of the stock-
ing between the first and second toes of the
wearer and the jaws of the clip do not come
between the shoe and the foot, there is no dis- |

comfort occasioned to the wearer, Theguard |
55 fits snugly over the foot and because of the |

11ghtness of the leather is worn without an:
noyance. It isa perfect protection to the toe
of the stocking and prevents the usual exces-
sive wear there-of at that point. Astheguard
is found to wear unevenly, it is made with a

reinforcing strip or patch d?, which is placed

at that portion of the guard which is most
liable towear. Saidreinforcementissecured
in position by cement,; preferably, and may
be renewed from time to time as required. It

| will be understood that the guards are made

in pairs right and left.

- Iclaim as my invention-— |
1. A stocking-shield -comprising a guard

made of a thin Hexible material and shaped

to cover the portion of the stockmg which

covers the first toe when on the wearer’s foot; -

said shield being provided with a lateral open-
ing which 18 ada,pted to pass over the portion
of the stocking between the first and second
toes of the wearer and means for reétaining the
guard in position.

2. A stocking-shield coniprising a guard
made of thin ﬂemble material and sha,ped to

cover the portion of the stocking whwh cov-
ersthe first toe when on the wearer’s foot, said

shield being provided with a lateral opening
adapted to pass over the portion of the stock-

ing between the first and second toes of the

wearer and provided also with a reinforeing-
strip secured to said guard and means for re-
taining the guard in p031t10n

3. A stocking-shield comprising a guard of
thin, flexible material shaped to cover ‘the por-
tion of the stocking whwh covers the first toe
when on the wearer’s foot, and a spring-clip
secured thereto f01 reta,mmn' the guard in po-
sition. |
4. A stoekmﬂ' shield comprlsmga guard of

‘thin flexible material shaped to cover the por-
tion of the stocking whlch covers the first toe-
‘when on the wearer’s foot, and a spring-clip

secured .to the inner margin of said guard

adapted to engage the portion of the stoek-

ing between the fir st and second toes of the
wearer.
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In testimony that I claim-the foregoing as '

my invention I affixmysignature, in presence

of two witnesses, this12th day of March, A. D.

1901.

THOMAS E. SOMERVILLE

Wlmesses
GERTRUDE BRYCE,
BERTHA A. PRICE,
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