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- form of holder.
Fig. 8, showing the holder constructed of

- wire.
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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, EUGeENE I. CHURCH, a
citizen of the United States, residing at West
Hanover,in the county of Plymouth and State
of Massachusetts, haveinvented certain new
and useful Improvements in Trace-Holders;

and I do hereby declare the following to be a |

full, elear, and exact description of theinven-

tion, such as will enable others skilled in the"

art to which it appertains to make and use the
same.

This invention providesasimple and effect-
ive means for supporting the loose ends of
traces and holding them close against the
breast-strap, thereby obviating the feafture
which detracts from the trim appearance
which is essential to a fine rig or turaout.

Traces are generally of a lenn'th to fit the
largest-sized hm se, and when a small horse
is used or the traces stretch the shortening of
the traces resultsin lengthening the end pro-

jecting beyvond the buekle and ad,] acent billet-

loop. These ends flapping and swaying with
every motion of the horse presentan awkward
appearance and detract materially from the
neatappearance of the team. Thisinvention
provides a holder for these loose ends to keep

them close against the breast-strap and pre-

vent their swaying and flapping, which is'ob-
jectionable, as stated.

For a full deserlptlon of the invention and
the merits thereof and also to acquire a
knowledge of the details of construction of

the means for effecting the result reference

is to be had to the following description and
drawings hereto attached.

Yhile the essential and characteristic fea-
tures of theinvention are necessarily suscep-
tible of modification, still the preferred em-
bodiment of theinvention isillustrated in the

accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the end
portion of a breast-strap and trace, showing
the application of the invention. F¥ig.21is a
Iongitudinal section of the parts shown in
Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a perspective view of one
Fig. 4 is a view similar to

Fig. 5 is a longitudinal section show-
ing a dlffment construetmn and manner of

applymﬂ' the holder.

Fig. 6 is a perspective |

| view of the inner end portion of the holder

shown 1n Fig. .

CorreSpondmw and like parts are referred
to in the following deseription and indicated
in-all the views of the drawings by the same
reference characters.
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The breast-strap 1, trace 2, buckle 5, and

loop 4 are well-known parts of harness for
comparatively light draft vehicles and are

| illustrated to demonstrate the application of

the invention.  The loose end of the trace is
indicated at 5, and is shown.supported by the
holder 6, which may be a plate or flat strip,
as illustrated most eleatly in Fig. 3, or formed
of wire, as shown in Fig. 4. This holder 61s
attached to the strap adgacent to the buckle
3 and passes through the loop 4, and its outer
end is provided w1rh aneye 7, Thronn'h which
the loose end 5 of the trace is pd,ssed The
holder-is curved slightly to conform to the
curvature of the bPedb[-StI apl and press the
loose end 5 of the trace thereagainst, so as to
give a neat and.trim appearance to the har-
ness. The holder is possessed -of sufiicient
spring, so as to readily conform to any varia-
tion in the curvature of the breast-strap, and
is applied to the latter in such a manner as
to be readily detached when not required for
use, as when the trace is lengthened, so as
to leave but a very short end pro;eetmn‘ be-
yond the loop, which will not fly outward, be-
cause of the stoutness of the material from
which the trace is formed.

When the holder 6 is formed of a strip or
plate of metal, the end opposite that provided
with the eye 7 is formed into a hook 8 and is
prov ided with a slot 9, the hook 8 embracing
the inner cross-bar of the buckle and the fold
of the strap fitted thereto and the slot 9 re-
celiving the tongue of Lhe buckle, as indicated
most cleally in Flﬂ' 2.

The holder passing through the loop 4 is
retained in place by the end portion of the
trace, and when the latter is disconnected
from the buckle 3 an inward movement. of

‘the holder 6 will suffice to detach it from the

buckle and strap. It will thus be seen that
the holder can be quickly placed in position
when required for use and instantly removed
when not required for immediate service.

In the form of holdm shown in Kig. 4 the

60

70

75

30

Qo

95

100




10
5
20
3
30
35

410

=

end portions 10 of the single length of wire |
from which the device is constructed are

adapted to be separated or moved apart to

admit of the bent ends 11 being engaged with

the fold of the strap adjacent the buckle,

sald end portions springing inward and serv- |

ing to hold the bent ends 11 in the space
for med between the fold of the strap, as will
be readily understood.

The holder 1s adapted for application to
harness of any pattern or make and is in-
tended to be variously constructed and when
in position receive the loose end of the trace
after the latter has been buckled to the strap
and the end thrust through the loop.

The tavention while speelally designed for
harness 1s susceptible of a broader dppll(}d-
tion and use and may be employed wherever
1t 18 desired to support and hold the loose
end portion of a strap so as to prevent its
dangling and flapping about and getting in

the way, besides detracting from the neat (md |

trim appearance of the connection or strap.

In the construction Sllown in Figs, 5 and 6
A tongue or lateral extension
12 to enter the tongue-slot i3 of the breast-

the holder ¢ has a

strap, which slot is extended for this purpose.
This holder is free from longitudinal move-
ment and can be [)1(1(36(1 in position and re-
moved without requiring the detachiment of
the trace from the buckle. Moreover, it fits
closer against the breast-strap and presents
& neater appearance.

Having thus described the invention, what
18 eldlmed AS New 13—

The combination with a strap, a buckle
uecured to the end thereof, a second strap
havmg an end portion malimtmdl]usmble con-
nection with said buckle and overlapping the
buekle ednymn‘ strap, of a holder for said

689,459

overlapping end portion, said holder being
secured tothe buckle-carryingstrap ata point

adjacent the buckle and having a portion ex-
tending parallel with and lymﬂ' close against

the said buckle-carrying strap dand provlded
with engaging and supporting means for the

P sald overldppmﬁ* portion of the seeond strap,

substantially as set forth.
2. The combination with a strap, a buckle
secured to the end thereof, a second strap

50

having an end portion makingadjustable con-

nection with said buckle and overlapping the
buckle-carrying strap, of a holder for said
overlapping end portion,said holder being

detachably secured at one end to the buckle-.
carrying strap at a point adjacent the buckle

and having a portion extending parallel with
and lying close against the said buckle-carry-
ing strap and provided with a loop at 1ts op-
posite end to receive and - -support the said

t overlapping portion of the second strap.

3. The combination with a breast-strap, a
buckle at the end thereof, and a trace making
adjustable connection with the said buekle
and having an end portion overlapping the
breast-strap, of a spring-metal holder forsaid
overlapping end portion, said holder being

‘secured to the breast-strap at a point adja-

cent the buckle and carving longitudinally

| and having a portion extending parallel with

and lying close arainst the said breast-strap
and provided with means toengage with and
support the overlapping pmtlon of the trace,
substantially as deseribed. -
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
In presence of two witnesses.
| EUGENE 1. CHURCIH. [L. s.]
Witnesses:
BELLE P. MAODONALD
I.. GERTRUDE ‘G ARDNER.
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