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To all whom tt may concern:
Be it known that I, HENRY WENDT, a citi-

zen of the United States, residingat San Fran-

cisco,inthe county of San Franciscoand State
g of California, haveinvented certain new and
useful Impmvements in Tapping-Bungs, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to devices for tap-
ping beer-kegs,commonly known as ‘‘ tapping-
bungs.” The devices at present used are
hollow' brass attachments which are driven
against the wooden bungs or against corks
held in such wooden bungs, which they re-
place, in the barrel. A draft tube or pipe

10

15 passes from the bottom of the barrel up

through the bung, which is controlled by a
cockorfaucet at the point of delivery. Such
bungs are intended to be driven with soft
wooden or rubber-faced mallets; but it fre-
20
laid and that any heavy piece or article of
metal that is convenient is used for driving.
This defaces and injures the metal, some-
times strips threads or mutilates them, and
causes continual annoyance, as well asloss in
replacing and repairing the damaged devices.

25

My bung is intended to be a permanent

part of the barrel, thus dispensing with the
driving out of corks by the tforcible insertion

30 of a metal bung.

I have embodied myinvention in amechan-
ical structure, which is fully hereinafter de-

scribed and 1s illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawings.

Flﬂ'ure 1 18 a section of my apparatus with
some pa,rts in elevation. Fig. 2isa plan view
of the flanged facing-ring.
on line = x of Kig. 1.

335

of the valve.
toothed ring whieh operates the valve.
6 1s a cross-section of the same.
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45 Hig. 2

~drawing apparatus in which my invention
forms a part. ' -

A beer-keg is represented at.@, in the head :

of which is formed a hole fo reeeive a metal-.

5o lic bushmfr b, which is held in place by & |

rest upon the shoulder c.

quently happens that such mallets are mis-

Fig. 3 1s a section
Fig. 4 is an elevation
of the plug which forms the valve-seat and :
Fig. 5 is a plan view of the |1
Fig. |
Fig. 7is a
bottom plan of the exterior tube of the bung. |
I'ig. 8 is a cross-section of the facing-ring of :
Fig. 9 is a general view of a beer-

| thread formed on its periphery and which en-

ters the wood. The bushing is offset to form
a shoulder ¢, adjacent to which is an inner
female screw -thread. HEngaging with this
bushing is a thread on Ihe exterlor of the 53
bunfr-casmw d, which extends through the
bu::.hmﬂ' and into the barrel, it being offset to
\Vibhin this cas-
ing and closely fitting it is a plug e, having
two intersecting passages f g at 110*ht ann'les 60
extending entir ely through it. The passage
fis the valve-seat and is tapered to receive
the conical valve /i, which normally closes
the passage g. This valve is provided with
a gear 1, shown as a bevel-gear, and is trans- 65
versely perfmated, so that in open position
such perforation registers with and forms &
continuation of the passage g of the plug.
Thebung-casing and plugare relatively fixed,
as by one or more set-screws j. Above the 70
plug and fitting the casing d is a ring &, Figs.
5 and 6, formed with a partial gear [, which
engages the gear 7 and which is capable of
being turned, so as either to open or close the
valve. A ﬁdnwed facing-ring w is screwed 75
1nside the bunﬁ' casing, a,nd 1tS lange com-
presses a packuwz between the bushing, the
barrel, and the bung-casing. The surface of
the facing-ring bearsupon the ring £ and may
be slightly and oppositely beveled (dotted 8c
lines in Fig. 1) to cause a slight wedging ac-
tion in contact, and so positively hold the
gears in engagement and keep all the parts
in proper position without looseness ¢r plan.
The edge of the turning ring k has oppo- 8s
sitely-placed notchesm, with which, when the
partsare in proper position, with valve closed,
register notches n in the face-ring. If a
proper tool be inserted through these notches
n and into the notehes m, the ring & can be go
tu rned causing the gearing toopen the valve,
nor can such 100l Dbe Wlbhdlawn antil the
notches m and n register with the valve
closed. Such a tool might bé any suitable
fancet whose end is pmwded with Iugs to fit 95
said nmoteches, and such a faucet would be
used were the beer to be drawn for consump-
tion at the keg. 1 have preferred, however,
to show the ddaptatlon of the device to the
modern systems of drawmﬂ' beer for delivery 100
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at a distance from the keg under pressure of

compressed air or gas and through a long
draft-lube. When the keg is to be con-
nected to the draft apparatus, an external
tube o, having lugs ¢, Fig. 7, is pressed
through the face-ring until the lugs enter the
notches 72 and stop. This tabe may have a
cock ¢, and its upper end is provided with
the gland 7 and packing s; but the cock ¢ 1s
not necessary, since the draft-tube ¢ fits the
ogland snugly and compresses the packing.
When the tube ¢ has been inserted past the
oland, the cock ¢, if used, is opened and the
draft-tube passed through. The tube o 18
now given a turn, its lugs acting on ring k
and the gears so as to open the main valve A.

The draft-tube is now pushed through the
main valve and on and down nearly to the
hottom of the keg, as shown in Fig. 9, which
also illustrates the continuation of such tube
to a point of delivery where it is provided
with a controlling-faucet.

In Fig. 1 at « is shown the inlet for com-
pressed air or gas, provided with a split rub-
ber valve v or other suitable valve opening

to pressure from without and closing to pres- .

sure from within. Airorgas under pressure
enters the tube o and escapes through the
bung around the loose draft-tube.

The advantages of my device have been to
some extent already stated. As the bung is
permanent and contains a valve, nothing 1s
driven, as are the corks under the present
practice. The injury and disfigurement of
metallic bungs are avoided, and the items of
replacement and repair of such parts are en-
tirely done away with. The device is, more-

over, simple and inexpensive, containing few
members and easily taken apart and refitted.
I do not limit myself to details of construe- |
tion herein described, and shown in the draw-
ings, as I desire toavail myself of such modi-
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fications and equivalents as fall properly
within the spirit of my invention.

Having thus fully described my mventien; 45

‘what I claim as new, and desire to secure by

Letters Patent, 18—

1. In combination with a receptacle, such
as a keg, a hollow bung, a valve seated there-
in and having an opening adapted to regis-
ter with the passage through the bung, an ex-
ternal tube fitting within the bung, and hav-
ing means for operating said valve, and a
draft-tube passing through said external tube-
bung and open valve. |

2. A bung for barrels, &e., having aliquid
passage and provided with a valve, a gear

carried by said valve, a ring having an en-

gaging gear, and means for turning said ring
whereby the valve is operated.

3. A bung for barrels, &e., comprising a
bung-casing adapted to be secured to the bar-
rel; a plug fitting said casing, a valve seated

i in the plug and having a gear, atoothed ring

movable on the plug, and a face-ring; said
toothed ring and face-ring being fitted to re-
ceive an implement for turning said ring and
opening the valve. | -

4. In combination with the bung-casing, a
plug, a valve seated therein and having a
vear; a ring having an engaging gear and
provided with notches, to receive lugs upon
a turning implement; and a stationary face-
ring within the bung-casing and having reg-
istering notches; whereby lugs on the turn-
ing implement can be inserted through the
face-ring notches and into the toothed-ring
notches, in order to turn the toothed ring.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig-
nature in presence of two witnesses.

HENRY WENDT.

Witnesses:

L. W. SEELY,
If. M. BURT.
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